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CORRESPONDENCE, EVIDENCE, &C. 


— — 


LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS, 
In the General Assembly of the State of Missouri. ; 
OF Tuunsnar, Novemegr 22, 1938. 


ide motion of Mr. Geyer, 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole upon sthe 
state of the Republic—Mr. Emmons in the chair. 

After spending spme time therein, the’ committee rose, and theirs 
chairman reported: ‘Phat the committee had under consideration the 
Governor's Message, to them referred, and have come to sundry reso- 
lutions thereon, which he reported as follows: 

Resolved, That the Message of the Governor, communicated to the 
House on the 20th inst., be referred to committees as follows: 

15th. So much as relates to the recent difficulties between the peoeple 
called Mornions, and a portion of the people of this State,:to a select 
committee of seven members, to act jointly with such commit tee as 
may be appointed by the Senate, with instructions to inquire into the 
eause of said disturbances, and the conduct of the military opepations 
in suppressing them, with power to send for personstan@ papers. 


Senate, Farmar, Novemsrr 23, 1888... 
On t motion of Mis Monroe, | 
The Senate took up the joint resolution of the House of Repre presen- 
tatives relative to the late difficulties with the Mormons, which 
concurred in, and Messrs. Turner, Noland and Scott were appointed @ 
committee on the part of the Senate, to pea the above resolution 
into effect. il 


In Senate, 18, 1938.» 


gat. Mr. Turner R ees the joint committee on the Mormen investigation, | 


the t ollowfhg report, preamble and resolutions: 
joint committee to whom'was referred so mpolved the Gover | 
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nor’s Message as relates to the recent difficulties between the people 
called Mormons, and a part of the people of this State, with instruc- 
tions to inquire into the causes of said disturbances, and the conduct of 
the military operations in suppressing them, have taken the same under 
- consideration, and would respectfully submit the following report and | 


resolutions: 


They have thought it unwise and injudicious under all! the existing 
circumstances of this case to predecate a report upon the papers, doc- 
uments, &c., purporting to be copies of the evidence taken before an 
examining court, held in Richmond, in Ray county, for the purpose of © 
inquiring into the charges alleged against the people called Mormons, 
growing out of the late difficulties between that people, and other citi- 
zens of this State. 

They consider the evidence adduced in the examination there held, 
in a great degree exparte, and not of the character*which should be des 
sired for the basis of a fair and candid investigation. Moreover, the 
papers, documents, é&c., have not been certified in such manner, as to 


satisfy the committee of their authenticity. 

It has been represented to:them that the examining court have sent 
on for further trial, many of that class of citizens called Mormons, 
charged with various crimes and offences: under the charge of treason, 
six; for murder and as accessaries thereto, before and after the fact, 


*\ eight; and for other felonies, twenty-seven. Spegial terms of the Cir- 


cuit Court are expected to be held in the several counties, in which 
the above mentioned Grimes are represented to have been committed. 
Grand Juries will then have those charges against said people before 
them, and must act upon the same documentary evidence which the 
committee would necessarily be compelled to examine, by which cir- 
cumstance two co-ordinate branches of this government may be broyght 
into collision—a contingency that should be studiously avoided and 
cautiously guarded against. 

Another insuperable objection that has presented itself to the mind 
of the committee, and which would induce them to suspend an investi- 
gation, under present and existing circumstances, would be the conse- 
quences likely to result from a publication of their report. Those per- 
sons who have been sent on lor farther trial, have guaranteed io them the 
sacred and constitutional right of ‘*a speedy trial by an impartial jury 
of the viscinage,” and if the guilt of the accused should be confirmed 
by the report of the committee, it would so prejudice public sentiment 
‘against them, as to deprive them of that right, which should not be ta- 
| ken away by any consideration involved in this inquiry. 


If the committee were to find it necessarytin the prosecution of 
their object, to have access to the papers, documents, &c., connected 
with this difficulty, the probable interference of the several courts be- 
ing in session, might seriously interrupt their views. It might reason- 
| ably be expected that all the evidence of every description, would b 
in the possession of the courts, to be used on the inal trial, and by tha 


{ means the imvestigation would be protracted to a much greater length 
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than would be necessary under different circumstances. They would: 
therefore recommend, in order to avoid all the difficulties that have 
been presented, that a committee, after the adjournment of the General 
Assembly, go into the vicinity of the scene of difficulties, and make 
their investigation, and report at such time, and in such manner, as the 
the Legislature may direct. If this course should be adopted, the com- 


mittee believe that the session would be much shortened, and heavy ex-" 
penses saved to the State, which otherwise would necessarily be incur- 


red in sending for witnesses, and bringing them from so great a distance. 
By a resolution of both Houses, the special Message of the Governor 
in relation to the subject of inquiry, with the accompanying documents, 
was referred to this committee, with instructions to select such docu- 
ments as in their opinion, ought to be published with the Message, and 
report to their respective Houses. The committee after a full consid- 
eration of the subject, with due regard to its importance, are of opinion 
that it is inexpedient at this time, to publish any of the documents, un- 
der the authority of the General Assembly, and submit to the two 
Houses the leading reasons for that opinion. | 

The documents may be divided into several classes: 

Ist. The affidavits and correspondence preceding each series of au- 
thorized military operations. : 

2ud. The orders issued upon such evidence. 

a military operations and correspondence consequent there- 
on; an 

ith. The evidence taker, before a court of inquiry, held for the inves- 
tigation of criminal charges against individuals. 3 

It was found by the joint committee, at an early period after their 
organization, that, in order to a full and satisfactory investigation of 
the subjects referred to them, a mass of additional testimony, oral and 
written, would be required. This becomes apparent to the committee, 
from the contents of the docufnents réferred to them. These docu- 


ments, although they are/serviceable in giving direction to the course o ; 


inquiry, are none of them, except the official orders and corresponden 
such as ought to be received as conclusive evidence of the facts stated 
Nor are their contents such as would, without the aid of further evi 
dence, enable the committee to form a satisfactory opinion in relatio 
to the material points of the inquiry. 

The copy of the examination taken before the criminal court of i 
quiry, is manifestly not such eyidence as ought to be received by 
committee 

ist. Because it is nog authenticated; and 

2nd. It is confined chiefly to the of that iaquiry; namely: t 
mvestigation of criminal charges again# individuals under arrest; fo 
these reasons, but above all, for the reasons that it would be adi 
mterference with the administration of justice, this document ough 
not be published, with the sanction of the Legislature. 


The committee cogcludes, that it would not be proper to pullish the 
official orders and correspondence between the officers in command, and. 
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the Executive, without the evidence on which they were founded; and 
that evidence is not sufficiently full and satisfactory to authorize its 
publication. To publish the whole together might tend to give a direc- 
tion to the public mind, oe apse to an impartial administration of 
justice in pending cases, while it will not afford the means of forming 
»any satisfactory conclusion as to the cause of the late disturbances, or 
the conduct of the military operations in suppressing them. 

The committee therefore recommend to each House to adopt the fol- 
Jowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this tiie, to prosecute further the 
inquiry into the causes of the late disturbances and the conduct of the 
military operations in suppressing them. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to publish at this time, any of the 
documents accompanying the Governor’s Message in relation to the 
late disturbances... | 

Resolved, That it is expedient to appoint a joint committee, com- 
posed of Senators, and Representatives to investigate 
the cause of said disturbances, and the conduct of the military opera- 
tions in suppressing them, to meet at such time, and to be invested with 
such powers as may be prescribed by law. 


In Senate, Tuurspay, January 10, 1839. 


Mr. Campbell offered the following as additicnal to the resolution of 
the House: 
»_ Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring therein, 
That the three foregoing resolutions be referred to a joint committee ~ 
of the two Houses, heretofore raised on the subject of the Mormon dif- 
ficulties, with instructions to report a bill in conformity thereto, as 
soon as they can conveniently prepare,the same; which was agreed to. 


In Senate, Wepnespay, January 16, 1839. 


| Mr. Turner from the joint select committe asked and obtained leave 
to introduce “a bill to provide for the investigation of the late distur- 
vances in this State.” Which bill is as follows: © 


Ris 
i. PROVIDE FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF THE LATE DISTURBANCES IN THIS STATE. 


Be it enacted by the General’§" Assembly of the State of Missouri, as 
follows: 
| § 1. A joint committee shall be appointed to investigate the causes 
of thelate disturbances between ‘the people called Mormons, and other 
inhabitants of this State, and the conduci of the fhilitary operations in 
repressing them: which committeeshall consist of two Senators, to be 
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elected by the Senate, and three Representatives, to be elected by/ thes 
House of Representatives. | 
2. The committee shall meet at Richmond, in the county of Ra» 
on the first Monday of May next, and shall thereafter meet at such’ 
and places as they shall appoint, as most suitable for the effectual ¢/js- 
charge of the duties enjoined on them by this act. Hes) . 
- § 3. Such committee shall have power to choose a Chairman, to . 
_ point a Clerk, a Sergeant-at-Arms, and as many Assistants, not exc :eed- 
ing two, as they shall deem necessary for the prompt execution of f pro- 


cessissued by them. | 
§ 4. A majority of the committee shall constitute a quérum to do 


business; but any one or more, though less than a majority, att ending 
at the time and place previously appointed for a meeting, may ‘ adjourn 
for a period not longer than two days at a time; but no nuin ber less 
than a majority, shall be competent to adjourn to any place ot her than 
that previously appointed by the committee. 5 hg 

§ 5..The committee shall have power to issue subp nas and com- 
pulsory process for witnesses, to compel the production o/i books, pa- 
pers, and other evidences, to punish contempts committed in their pres- 
encé, tending to disturb or interrupt the committee or its ¢ fficers in the 
execution of its duties, to the same extent as a court of re cord. 

§ 6. Subpoenas ang other process shall be under tne har id and private 
seal of the chairman, and countersigned by the clerk, ani shall be exe- 
cuted by the or one of ,his agsistants, | 

§ 7. The clerk, sergeant-at-arms, and his assistants, sah before en- 
tering upon the duties of their respective offices, take aia oath to sup- 

ort the constitution of the United States and of thiss/ State, and 
emean themselves faithfully and vigilantly in their retspective offices. 

§°8. The chairman and each member of the shall-have 


power to admininister oaths to officers and witnesses, te the same ex- 
tent and with like effect as a court of record ora judge thereot | 

§ 9. The sergednt-at-arms and his assistants, shall hjive power to.ex- 
ecute process directed to them, in any county in this Skate, to the same 
Us and with the like effect, as any sheriff now/ has within. his 
county. 

§. 10. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a-regjular record of the 
proceedings of the committee, to recoid the evidence taken, and to file 
and preserve all papers and documents, appertaininjg to the duties of 
the committee, and to perform such other duties afs may be required 
of him by the committee, and appropriate to the nature of his office, 

§ 11. It shall be the duty of the committee to issue. all, ecessafy 
process, to cause to be exhibited to them al! git and documents 


tending to aid in the object of the enquiry, to cause persons having 
knowledge of any facts material to the enquiry, to appear and testify 
before them, to causé a journal of their proceedings to be kept, and a 
record of thetestimony taken by them to be mad@ j nd preserved. *— 
-§ 12. As soon as_the com:nittee shall have «4 Apleted the duties 
hereinbefore enjoined, they shall make a seport, js€iling forth the facis 
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' whidh in their opinion are established by the evidence, together with 
tT their|ppinion thereon, as to the causes of the disturbances, and the con- 
# ductof the military operations in suppressing them. 
: , §°13, If in the opinion of the committee a meeting of the General 
! Assembly, before the time appointed by law, will be necessary, to act on 
. - their report, arid the evidence taken by them, they shall communicate 
} their reasons for such opinion in writing, together with a copy of their © 
i= report, to\the Governor. 
| § 14, The original report, records, evidence, papers and documents, 
: relating to\the enquiry, shall be deposited in the office of the Secretary 
thin thirty days after the enquiry shall be concluded. 
proclamation convening the legislature shall not be issued 
days after the deposite of the report, records and docu- 
ss ments in the office of the Secretary of State, it shall be the duty of the 
| Secretary pf State to cause the report and evidence to be published in 
| book form,\and Wistributed in the same manner as the journals of the 
General Assembly. 
§ 16. The members of the committee shall receive the same pay and 
| travelling allowandge as members of the General Assembly; the clerk 
ea shall be al'owed at\the rate of four dollars per day for his services; 
é the sergeant-at-arms \and assistants, shall receive for each arrest one 
gE dollar and fifty cents, for summoning each witness fifty cents, and trav- 
elling allowan¢e, at the rate of eight cents per mile he shall necessa- 


of State 


= rily travel in gping from the place of sitting of the committee, to serve 
| process and returning. 

| § 17. Witnésses shall bé allowed for each day’s attendance, one dol- 
* Tar and five cents per mile they shall necessarily travel, in going to and 
returning fr e place of the sitting of the committee. 
| § 18. The mittee shall\\have power to have a room wherein to 


| | hold their sittings; to purchase stationery and other things necessary 
in the discharge of their duties. | 
§ 19. All aceounts shall be audited by the committee, and on certif- 
cates thereof, signed by the chairman and countersigned by the clerk, 
. being produced to the Auditor, he shail issue his warrant for the amount 
on the State Treasury. , | 
.§ 20. The ye pray 7 of the members of the committee and their 
clerk, shall be paid out of the appropriations for the pay of the General 
Assembly; al! other expenses shall be paid out of the appropriation for 
the oe fuad of th General Assembly. 


| § 21. The expenses for printing and distributing the report of the 
| ‘committee with the documents, shall be: paid for out of the appropria- 
tions for printing: end warrants shall be drawn therefor, by the Audi- 
| tor on the certificate of the Secretary of State. 


§ 22. If a vacancy shall happen in said committee, the chairman for 
the time being, shafl,immediately notify the presiding officer of the 
House in which thefwacancy happens thereof, and such officer shall im- 
mediately supply sugh vacancy, by designating a membor of the proper 
housé to serveonthacommittee. | 
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23. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 
hich was read a first time, and on motion of Mr. Turner, 

The rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dis- 
pensed with, the bill was read a second time, referred to the comfpittée 
of the whole House, and ordered to be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers uf the General Assembly. “iit 

‘ 


——— 


In Senate, Tuurspay, January: 31, 1839. 


A bill to provide for an investigation of the late disturbances in this 
State, was read a third time. 


Mr. Rawlins offered the following amendment to come in by wav of | 


ryder: 
“Strike out the 13th section, and the first and second lines of the 15th 


- section to the word “State” inclusive.”” Which was read a first and 


second times, ‘and objections being made, the question “shall the ryder 
be rejected?’’ was decided negatively as fo:lows: 

Ares—Messrs. Campbell, Conger, Darby, Deguire, Gilliam, McDan- 
ie], Miller. Morin, Montgomery, Noland, Pratt, Scott, Sterigere, Tus- 
ner and Thompson—15. 

Nayrs—Messrs. Ashby, Byrd, Danforth, Gentry, Glascock, Gorham, 
Grimsley, Hunter, Hyatt, Jones of Cooper, Jones of Pike, Maupim, 
Mclivaine, Monroe, Penn, Rawlins and Watts—17. 

Assent—Mr. Alford. 

The’ryder was read a third time, and the question, “shall. the ryder 
and bill pass?” was decided affirmatively, as follows: 

Ayres—Messrs. Ashby, Campbell, Conger, Danforth, Darby, Deguire,. 
Gilliam, Grimsley, Hyatt, Jones of Cooper, McDaniel, Mclivaine, Mil- 
Jer, Morin, Montgomery, Noland, Penn, Pratt, Sterigere, Scott, Turnes 


and Thompson—22. 


Nars—Messrs. Byrd, Gentry, Giascock, Gorham, Hunter, Jones of 
Pike, Maupin, Monroe, Rawlins and Watts—10. 
Assent—Mr. Alford. 


House or Representatives, Monvar, 4; 1839. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled “an act to investigate the late dis- 
turbances in this State,” was read a first time, when Mr. Wright moved 
that the bill be laid on the table, until the 4th day of July next, and upon 
this question Mr. Primmadesired the ayes and nays, which were ordered, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: | 

Ayrzs—Messrs. Acoek, Ashby, Biggs, Bollinger, Booth, Brown of 
Franklin, Burckhartt, Canole, Cannefax, Caldwell, Carson, Carstarphen, 
Chiles of Jackson, Clark of Linn, Cowan, Enloe, Emmefson, Fisher, 
Fulkerson, Gore, Hall, Hancock, Harris,Hickcox, Holliman, Jackson ot 
Audrain, Jackson of: Howard, Kemp, Kincheloe, McLean, Miller, Min- 
nis, Montgemery of Benton, Montgomery of Pulaski, Morehead, Mo- 
rin, Morris, Persinger, Polk, Ritchie, Russell, Smith, Thompson, Wat- 
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son, Williams of Cape Girardeau, Williams of Van Buren, Wilkes and 

Nars—Messrs. Atchison, Bogy, Bowring, Brown of Scott, Burt, 
Barget, Cauik, Chiles of Franklin, Clark of St. Louis, Coalter, Curd of 
Callaway, Curd of Marion, Deatherage,.E|!ston, Emmons, Frost, Geyer, 
Harris, Hickman, Holeman, Hudspeth, Huston, Jarrell,Jones, ae 
Netherton, Pratt, Primm, Redman, Rol!ins, Sappington, Young of Cal- 
laway, Young of Lafayette and Mr. Speaker—37. 


Assent, (sick)—Messrs. Corrill and Kelly. 
Asszent—Messrs. Gordon, Mason, Reese, South and Woodson. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


S. M. Smith, a Mormon, to the Governor. 


| Kirtianp, Marcu 21, 1839. . 

I beg leave to present to your Excellency a petition, praying your 
assistance in a matter of vital importance to me, and to my friends. I 
have received by letter, from the widow and others, the fojlowing facts 
respecting the murder of a brother in your State, by the name of War- 
ren Smith: He was a Mormon, (the only one of the connexion.) He 
set out for Far West, Mo., last summer, because he believed it (as he 
said,) his duty to go. This was misfortune to be visited, not a crime 
to be punished. When he, in company with three or four other fami- 
lies, had arrived to within a short distance of the end of their toilsome 
journey, they were informed that the roads were strictly guarded, and to 
proceed further would be disastrons; they consequently halted at Shoal 
Creek, and encamped in the edge of a prairie, when they were attacked, 
on the 6th of November, by an armed force of two or three hundred. 
The women and children fled to the woods, the men and boys to a log 
blacksmith shop. The ruffians instantly surrounded the latter, and m 
afew minutes massacred about twenty. After the roar of death had 
ceased, and the inhuman banditti retired, the women crept silently from 
theirttiding places, and selected each, her own husband from among the 
mingled and mangled slain, wiped the warm flowing life blood from 
their wan cheeks, snatched a hasty kiss, and buried their lifeless remains 
in a deep warrow tomb together, (viz: a well,) and fled again to the. 
thick circling shade of the gloomy forest, to escape a like or a worse 
fate, and‘now wander friendless and)pitiless, without money or means, 
in a strange land, a land of enemies! Thus perished my brother anda 
little sowof his about ten years of age, who beggéd hard for his life;but 
was shot through the head in cold blood, after the excitement of the 

If there is philanthropy in Missouri, let it be exercised in relieving 
the sufferings of these widows and orphans. If there is power in — 
the laws, or energy in the executions of Missouri, let them be pufiin ex- 
ecution, to bring to condign punishment the pernetrators of thie h-rba- 
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9 
rous deed. This is my petition! Will it be heard? Will the Gover- 
nor of Missouri sée that the laws of his State are executed, and the 
suffering of innocent widows and orphans assuaged? | have not sought 
to procure the signatures of any, but choose to present my name-singly 
the name of the sufferers. | appeal to your humanity asa man, and 
your authority as Governor of Missouri, hoping that it will not be in 
vain. It is said and beleived bv many, that your proclamation author- 
ized the extermination of the Mormons. I! can hardly beiieve this pos- 
sible. ‘I think it would go to Jegalize murder and robbery, and be in- 
compatible with your constitutional powers. . P 
In your answer, addressS. M. Smith, Kirtland Mills, Georgia county, 


Ohio, I have the honor to subscribe myself, 
‘Your humble and obedient servant, 


S. M. SMITH. 
To His Excellency, L. W. Bocas, 
Governor of Missouri. 


' EXTRACT FROM GOV. BOGGS’ MESSAGE OF 1840. 


Since your last session, the unpleasent difficulties between a portion 
ef the citizens of our State and the Mormons have entirely subsid 
with the exception of some slight interruptions on our north-easte 


border.—Alter that infatuated and deluded sect had left our State, they , 


inddstriously propagated thoroughout the Union, the most exaggerated 
detai's of our difficulties and the foulest calumnies against onr citizens. 
In some of our eastern cities, missionaries of their creed were employ- 
ed, daily raking converts to their cause by proclaiming the cruelties 
which they alleged they had endured at the hanes of our authorities. 
The report of our alleged barbarities has not been confined to our 
Union, but even at this day in Europe they are mae the ground-work 
proselytipg, and their orators find it to their interest to distort the 

cts into a persecution, which in every religious excitement that has 
marked the history of the earth, has always been found the most effect- 
ive weapon of conversion. 

In all intestine commotions, particularly when mingled with @ligi- 
eus fervor, it freq uent!y happens that cases occur of peculiar hardship 
and unusual distress, and when public sympathy is excited in their’be- 
half, these unavoidable consequences of civil dissension may easily be 
magnified into barbarous cruelty-——that such cases arose in the course 
of the difficulty, I do net doubt.—But they must be attributed to the 
excited nature pf the contest of the parties and not to any desire on 
br part of our constituted authorities to wilfully or cruelly oppr 

em. 

' These people had violated the laws of the land by open andavowed 
resistance.to them—they had undertaken without the aid of the civil 
authority to redress their real or fancied greivances—they had mstitu- 
ed among themselves a government of their own, independent of,and 
in opposition to the government of this State—they had, at an inclem- 
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ent season of the year, driven the inhabitants of an entire county from 
their homes, ravaged their crops and destroyed their dwellings. Under 
these circumstances it became the imperious dnty of the Executive te 
interpose and exercise the powers with which he was invested, to pro- 
tect the lives and property of our citizens, to restore order and tran- 
quility to the country and maintain the supremacy of our laws. 

We owe to our reputation, both at home and abroad, the duty of 
cleansing every aspersion that may rest upon it. Our State character 
should be held equally as dear as our individual reputation and we 
should use the same exertion in maintainig the one as spotless as the 
ether. Full testimony as to all the necessary facts of that contro- 
versy has been preserved or can easily be procured. Written evi- 
dence, on both sides, has been filed among the papers of your last 
session, forms part also of the records of several of your courts. The 
facts, as they occurred, can be presented to the world upon proof per» 
fectly conclusive, and the reputation of our State can be rescued from 
— by an exposition of the true causes and events of these 
difficulties. 

In recommending the publication of this testimony, I have no care 
about its effect upon the principles of that sect. Our constitution has 

iven us the high privilege of religious independence, and left the wor- 
hip of the Supreme to the unfettered will of every member of the 
community. If true, thecreed of that sect wil! ultimately triumph; if 
false, it will “die amidst its worshippers.” To explain the atthude 
which we have been made to assume, 1 would recommend the publica- 
eation of all the evidence relating to the occurence and distributing the 
same to the chief authorities of each State. 


RESOLUTION “ORDERING THE PRINTING OF MORMON 
DOCUMENTS. | 


Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring ; 


That two thousand copies of the evidence taken before the examin- 
ing court in relation to Mormon difficulties. and such of the letters 
erders and correspondence on that subject on file in the office of the 
Secretary of State, as may be selected by a joint committee of the 
two Houses, shall be published in pamphlet form, under the direction of 
the Secretary of State ; that one copy, in lieu of the manuscript copies 
heretofore ordered, be sent to our delegation in Congres, to be laid be- 
fore the Houses to which they respectively belong, one to each mem- 
ber of Congress, and the residue be distributed among the members ot 
the General Assembly. 

Arprovep Fzs, 16, 1841. 
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City or Jerverson, Fre. 17, 1841. 


To Jas. L. Minor, Secretary of State. 


The Jomt Committee of the Senate and the House of Representz- 
tives, on the subject of the publication of the documents on file in your 
Office, relating to the Mormon disturbances, respectlully request that 
you will furnish us with al the letters, orders, correspondence, papers 
and documents in your office, relating to the origin, history, and ter- 
mination of the difficulties with the Mormons in this State. 

Very Respectfully, 
Yours &c., 
M. CAMPBELL, 
J. W. REDMAN, | 
W. T. WOOD, 
B. THOMPSON. 


o Messrs Wm. M. J. W. Repman, 
 W. T, Woon, J. B. Tompson. Commrrre- 

Gentiemen:—In reply to your letter of this date on the subject of the 

letters, orders, correspondence, &c, in this office, relating to the origin 

&c. of the difficulties with the Mormons, 1 have the honor to state 
that the committee is now in possession of all such letters, &c. 

Respectfully, 

AS. L. MINOR, | 

Secretary of State. 


REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE. 
City or Jerrerson, Mo., Fes. 17, 1841. 


Thesjoint committee of the General Assembly appointed to examine 
the documents, orders, evidence and corespondence in the office of the 
Secretary of State,in relation to the causes, origin, history and termi-- 
nation of the Mormon disturbances, have done so, and are of opinion 
that all such documents ought to be published under the resolution of 
the General Aeshmbly, without suppressing any part thereof. 

These documents would consist of the following parts: 

1. The entire evidence taken before Judge King, sitting as an ex- 
amining court, together with the written statement (or sentence) of 
Judge King appended thereto. J 

2. All the communications to the Governor of the public meetings, 
or from citizens complainig of the conduct of the Mormons and asking 
for military aid. 

3. All comm unications to the Governor from the Mormons com- 
plaining of the conduct of the citizens of the county and asking for 
protection. | 
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4. All military orders of the Commander-in-Chief, and other muiitary 
officers, and the correspondence in relation to the military operations 
against the Mormons. | , 

5. The report of General Clark with the documents accompaning 
the same, and all the letters on file from Messrs Ryland, King, Ashby, 
Rees, Bogart and other citizens of this State. = 

6. All papers in relation to arms or other property taken from the 
Mormons. | 

7. All papers on file in relation to the indictment, escave and de- 
mand for the surrender of the Mormon Leaders. (he indictment need 

8. The resolution to raise a joint committee at the former session of 
the General Assembly, the report of the committee, the resolutions 
adopted directing a bill to be reported to provide for the investigation 
of the Mormon disturbances, a copy of that bill, the fact of its passage 
bv the Senate and its final rejection by the House of Representatives. 

9. It is also the opinion that the Secretary of State should procure 
from the clerks of the circuit courts of Ray, Caldwell, Daviess and 
Boone, a general certificate as to who of the Mormons were indicted, 
for what crime, and what was the final disposition of such indictments, 
whether they were disposed of by trial or dismissed, or whether in any 
case a trail was prevented by the escape of' the prisoner, or the 
forfeiture of his recognizance, or from any other cause, and the infor- 
mation thus obtained should be published. | 

The committee believe the whole amount of inatter to be published, 
should be arranged by the’ Secretary of State in the manner that he - 
in his judgement may deem best, and that atable of contents, or brief 
index, should be prepared and accompany the same. 

The committee believe that, that portion of the copies to be publish- 
ed, which are required by resolution to be delivered to the members of 
the General Assembly, should be sent to the clerk’s offices of the several 
conties in which they reside, for them, unless they should direct them to 
be sent in some other manner. | 

CAMPBELL, of the Senate. | 
J. W. REDMAN 

W. T. WOOD, ty 


EXTRACT FROM THE MESSAGE OF GOV. BOGGS FOR 1838. 


The difficulties which have taken place between the people called 
the Mormons, and the citizens of the adjoining counties, have recent- 
ly assumed the most serious aspect. it was to call 
out a portion of the militia to quiet these disturbauces, and to restore 
peace and order to the community. The troops engaged 1n this service 
(with the exception of a company or two retained as a guard ever the 
prisoners) have been discharged. ‘ eh 

I have concluded to forbear making any further renearks on. this 
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subject at the present time, as the matter is now undergoing judicial 
investigation. I have directed the general officer who was placed ia 
command of the troops raised for this service, to collect and embody 
all the facts in relation to the commencement, progress, and termina- 
tlon of this unfortunate affair, and report to mevas early as possible, se 
that the subject may be placed before the Legislature. | shall avail 
myself of the earliest opportunity, after receiving his report, to lay the 
whole subject before you, together with all the documents in relation to 


it in possession of ‘the Executive. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MISSOURI, 
House or Representatives, Taurspar, Novewsrr 22, 1838. 


* On motion of Mr. Geyer, it was 

Resolved, that the Governor be requested to communicate to this 
house all the information in his possession in relation to the recent 
difficulties between the people called the Mormons, and a portion of 


-the people of this State, copies of all orders issued by the Executive 


calling into service volunteers and militia, and for the government 
thereof, and for the conduct of the military operatiofs, with copies of 
all correspondence in relation to said difficulties, and the.military ope- 
rations authorized by the Governor. | 

[Extract from the Journal of the House of Representatives, 
Page | 


The Governor to the General Assembly. 


City or Jerrerson, Decemper 5, 1838. 
To the Honorable the House of Representatives of the State of Missouri. 


GENTLEMEN :—In compliance with a resolution of the House of Re- 


presentatives of the 22ulto. requesting the Governor to communicate: 


te the House “all information in his possession in relation to the 
recent difficulties, between the people called Mo:mons and a portion of 
the people of this State, copies of all orders issued by the Executive 
cailing into service volunteers and milita, and for the government there- 
of,and for the conduct of the military operations, with copies of all cor- 
respondence in relation to said difficulties, and the military opera- 
tons authorized by the Governor: Ihave now the honor herewith 
to transmit the information required, including Major General Clark’s 
report,and a portion of the testimony taken upon the examination of 
the’ Mormon prisoners, before the Hon. Austin A. King, Judge of the 
fifth Judicial Circuit, at Richmond in Ray county. It will be seen from 
the report of Genera] Clark, that he has made arrangements to procure 


the residue of the testuhony, which, when received, will be transmitted — 


to the House. 
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As formidable as the insurgents were represented, and as they are 
now known to have been, still the number of troops ordered in this 
‘service may appear large. In detaching so many the Executive was 
influenced solely by a desire to prevent the effusion of blood.’ It ap- 
peared to me every way best to send such a force as would awe them 
into submission —a smaller number could undoubtedly have conquered 
and subdued the disaffected in combat but many valuable lives “would 
have been lost; andI did not consider that J] should truly reflect the 
wishes and opinions of the people, had I stopped to weigh the expen- 
diture of a few thousands, against the best blood of the land. 

I received information of the partial interruption of the peace in 
De Witt, Carro!l county, whilst absent from the seat of government, 
but took no order on the subject, knowing that the officer in command 
of the militia of that divison was fully authorized under the law, and 
had ample force to preserve the peace. It will be seen by the er 
of Major General Atchison, that measures were promptly adopted by 
him to meet the emergency. 

Immediately upon receiving intelligence of the last of the Mormon 
outrages, Generals Atchison and Lucas repaired to the scene of diffi- 
_eulty with a considerable force; although this movement was not direct- 
ed by the Executive, and was uuknown to him, it was justified by the 
circumstanses, and meets his fullest approbation. Much injustice, 
I have reason to believe, has been done to this part of the command by 
the public press, which it is hoped a thorough investigation will make 
manifest to the world. The conduct of ‘Major General Clark has 
fully justified the high expectations entertained of him by the Execu- 
tive, when he was assigned to this delicate and important command. 
Among the papers submitted, 1 am happy to lay before the House a 
voluntary tribute, from the principal men among the Mormons, to the 
humanity and kindness with which he had executed this disagreeable 
ont and to the good conduct of his troops. | 

he information transmitted under the call of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, supersedes the necessity of a special communication to 
both houses of the Legislature, which it was my intention'to have. 
_ made, as announced in my message at the opening of the session, and 
will, itis hoped, be taken as a redemption of that pledge. The under- 
signed therefore respectfully requests that the House of Representa- 
, tives, at such time as they deem convenient and proper, will cause this 
eommunication, and the documents submitted, to be laid before the 
Senate, for the consideration of that body. | 

I have the honor to be 
Most respectfully, 
Your obd’t servant, 


LILBURN W. BOGGS. 
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TESTIMONY ACCOMPANYING THE- MESSAGE, 


State of Missouri, 
County of Daviess. 


tices of the Peace of said county, personally came Adam Black, who 
being duly sworn according to law, deposith and saith: that on, or 
about the 8th day of August, 1838,in the county of Daviess, then came 
an armed force of men, said to, be 154,to the best of my information 
and surrounded his house and family, and threatened him with instant 
death if he did not sign a certain instrument of writing, binding him- 
self asa Justice of the Peace for said county of Daviess, not to molest 
the people called Mormons, and threatened the lives of myself and 
other individuals, and did say they intended to make every citizen sign 
such obligation, and further said they intended to have satisfiction, for 
- abuse they had received on Monday previous, and they would not sub- 
mit to the laws; and further saith, that from the best information and 


his own personal knowledge, that Andrew Ripley, George Smith, Eph- 


riam Owens, Harvey Umstead, Hiram Nelson, A., Brown, John L. 
Butler, Cornelius Lott; John Wovods, H. Redfield, Riley Stuart, James 
Whitacre, Andrew Thor, Amos Tubbs, Dr. Gourze and Abram Nelson 
was guilty of aiding and abetting in committing and perpetrating the 
above offence. 
to 28th day of August, 1838. 
Drypen Justice of the Peace 
of the county aforesaid. ADAM BLACK. 


D. Ashby and others to the Governor. 


Brunswick, Szpremser 1, 1838. 


His Excellency Litsuran W. Boces: 


Dear Sin:— Our country is in a complete ferment, and our families 
aie rendered daily unhappy in consequence of the reports which are 
constantly coming in concerning the hostile intentions of the Mor- 
mons and their allies, as it is currently reported and believed that they 


have ingratiated themselves with the Indians, and indeed they say so, to” 


assist them in their diabolical career. 

The fears of the people are greatly excited, and nothing is now talk- 
ed of but the contemplated struggle, and plans seem to be devising all 
around us for the most efficient protection against their encroach- 
ments. A deadly hostility is kept constantly alive on their borders, 
and our old neighbors and frieuds are petitioning help fromabroad to re- 
lieve them in their present difficulties. Being remote from the imme- 

diate vicinity of the Mormon troubles, we can give but little of au 


Before me, William Dryden, one of the Jus- — 
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thentic data on which to act, but we are strongly of opinion that there ; 

is a deeply laid scheme existing among these fanatics, that will be - 

highly destructive to character and at once subversive of the rights 


and tiberties of the people. | 
We have the best authority for believing that, in their public teach- 


ings, their people are taught to believe and expect that immense num- 
bers of Indians, of various tribes, are only waiting the signal fora 
general rise, when, as they state it, the “flying or Destroying Angel,”’ 
will go through the land, and ‘work the general destruction of all that 
are not Mormons.- It is not our object at. the present to trouble you 
with a detail of all the reports in reference to this affair, but we will’ 
state a case within our own knowledge, coming from a man who left 
this neighborhood to join the Mormons, and who has the reputation 
among the citizens of Chariton county, for a number of years, as bemg 
a man of strict veracity. He has returned perfectly satisfied that their 
object is everything opposite to Christian feeling and principle.—The 
following statement which he makes, is.given at his own request, and 
under his own hand :—*“I have resided smong the people called 
Mormons about five months, during which time I have had frequent 
opportunities of meeting with them, both in their public and private 
associations, and have sought every possible opportunity of acquiring 
information. I distinctly recollect hearing Joseph Smith, the prophet, 
state ina public discourse that he had fourteen thousand men, not be- 
longing to the church, ready at a moment’s warning which was general- 
ly understood to mean Indians. It was a very common source of re- 
joicing among all classes, even the women and children participating, 
that the time had arrived when all the wicked should be destroyed 
from the face of the earth, and that the Indians should be the principal | 
means by which this object should be accomplished. There is a com 
mon feelmg amongst them, amounting to a conspiracy to protect one- 
another aguinst the civil officers of the country, even if it should be at« 
tended with death. The public teachers have recently been very ur- 
gent in soliciting the people to fly to their towns for protection, as the 
time had arrived when the “Flying Angel” should pass through the 
land, accompanied by the Indians, to accomplish the work of destruc- 
tion, and furthermore stating ‘that they will have enough to do te 


protect themselve whilst this work is going on.” 
| NATHAN MARSH.” 


From the above facts, added to the general reports, we have with 
all due consideration thought proper to suggest to your Excellency the 
propriety of issuing orders to the militia, so that in case of ‘necessity 
they may be called on according to ‘the exigency of circumstances. 

Your obd’t servants, 
DANIEL ASHBY, 
JAMES KEYTE, © 
STERLING PRICE. 
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The Clerk of the Circuit Court of Carroll County to the Governor. 


? 
Carrotiton, Missouri, 6, 1838. 


Hon. L. W. Boces, Governor of Missouri. 


Sin :—I am requested by the committee of safety appointed for 
Carroll county, to forward,to your honor, a copy of an affidavit made 
. by John N. Sapp, the contents of which, they have every reason to be- 

lieve are true; they wish your honor, if you should consider the same 
advisable, to acquaint the Indian agents on our frontier with that part 
of the affidavit which relates to the Indians. | | 
| I have the honorto be, » 


With great respect, your obd’t servant, 
OSEPH DICKSON. 


State of Missouri, 
of Carroll. 
J, John N. Sapp, do solemnly swear that | resided in Daviess county, 


State aforesaid, for about the space of five months,and wasa.member . 


of the church of the people styled Mormons, and that lI left them 
about the 15th day of ‘August last by stealth. When left them they 
{said people styled Mormons) were building block houses, and calcu- 
lated this fall to build fortifications for the protection of themselveg 
and families in time of war, for which they were making every ar- 
rangement, and the understanding is, that each man has to cultivate 
one acre of land, andif the produce raised on said acre is not suffi- 


cient for their maintainance, and that of their families, they are to take. 


the balance from the Missourians, (thereby meaning the people of other 
, denominations;) and I do further say there are betwixt eight and ten 

hundied Imen, we!l'armed and equipped, who have taken an oath to 
support Joseph Smith and Lyman Wight, in opposition to the laws of 
the State of Missouri, or other wise, which said men are called Danites; 


and I was a member of said body of Danites, and have taken the aboye - 


oath; and I do further say, I have heard Sidney Rigdon and Lyman 
Wight say, at had twelve men of their church among the Indians, 
and that their object was to induce the Indians to join them (the said 
Mormons,) in making war upon the Missourians, and they expected to 
_ be fully prepared te commence war this fall, or next spring at furthest. 
_ And Jalso say, the Danites aforesaid, are sworn to cowhide any person 
or persons, who may say aught against Joseph Smith and Lyman Wight, 
and if that will not prevent them from speaking about said Smith and 


Wight, then they are to assassinate them. ? 
is 


JOHN N. 4 SAPP. 
| mark 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, Joseph. Dickséff, Clerk of the 
County Court, within and for the County of Carroll, State of Missouri, 
en the 4th of 1838.. 
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| In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
fl. S.] affixed my private seal at office, there being no official seal 


yet procured, this 4th day of September, 1838. . 
3 JOSEPH DICKSON, Clerk. 


Citizens of Daviess and Livingston counties to the Governor. 
Davixss County, Serr. 12, 1838. 


To His Excellency, the Governor of the State of Missouri: 


We, the citizens of the counties of Daviess and Livingston, repre- 
sent to your honor, thata crisis has come, which we believe requires 
us, as the legitimate citizens of Missouri, to call on the Executive of 
State for protection. For several weeks past, the Mormons have been 
making formidable preparations for a civil war, and one which they are » 
pleased to calla war of extermination. We presume, that your honor 
is‘apprised of the attack made on Adam Black, Esq., on the 8th of Au- 
gust, Hg the Mormons, and shall not enter into a detail of it here, but 
we will apprise your honor that the Mormons have and keep a law- 

less armed force stationed in our country, and are constantly throwing 
eut menaces, threats and challenges to our citizens. Influenced by 
fearful apprehensions of danger, we, the people of the above counties, 
sent an express to Richmond last week for arms and ammunition, and 
on their return with their load of guns, say forty-five, several kegs of 
— and two hundred pounds of lead, they were intercepted on 
day last, in passing through Caldwell county, by a bandittiof those - 
fanatical enthusiasts, made prisoners of, and taken to Far West, where 
they, the guard and the above munitions of war, are still held in custo- 
dy. On Sunday last, an armed force of fifty Mormons left their own en- 
campment in this county, and marched to the territory of Livingston 
county, for the purpose, as they said, of removing a considerable a- 
" meunt-of property, which was subject to alien, held by Mr. James Wel- 
den; they passed into the settlement secretly, and falling in with a fam- 
ily which they suspected would alarm the settlement, they violently 
seized, and made prisoners of the whole faimily, which consisted of 
three men and two ladies, all of whom, with three others of our citi- 
zens, we believe are still held in the custody of those rebels, and depri- 
ved of their liberties. Our country, sir, is in a distressed situation, 
probably two thirds of the families of Daviess county have left, and 
gone to seek protection among the neighboring counties, while a few of . 
_ the old settlers are’still here, and are determined only to surrender their 
houses with nee lives. For about four weeks, we have humbly and 
unceasingly been petitioning our neighboring counties for aid, but we 
are eg in a helpless and defenceless condition. 
e, therefore, the people of the above counties, being well aware 
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that your honor is well acquainted with the character of those people 
called Mormons, and beleiving that our lives, our libertieg, our proper- 
ty and our all, are in the most imminent danger of being sacrificed by 
_ thehands of those mpostorous rebels, earnestly call on your honor for 
assistance——assistance we must have, or !eave our homes ahd seek pro- 
tion elsewhere. Most of us, sir, emigrated to these frontier counties 
before there were any settlements formed; we have had to encounter; 
and have realized nearly all the difficulties incident to anew country— 
we have foregone the pleasures and the advantages of the old and well 
~ settled counties, which we have left in anticipation of enjoying like 
_ blessings'in these—but, alas! our anticipations are blasted, and unless 
we can get rid of those Canadian Refugees and emmissaries of the 
Prinee of Darkness—we and our families are ruined. 
We are, sir, your petitioners, 
Tue Crrizens or Daviess anv Livineston Counties. 
I, George F. Prichard, of the county of Daviess, do solemnly swear, 
that I had an interview with the Mormons who arrested the family in 
the territory of Livingston, above referred to, and saw three of the 
prisoners, and was informed by them, (the Murmons,) that they had the 
rest of the family under arrest, and that they intended to keep them, 
until they saw their own time to release them. 
GEORGE F. PRICHARD. 
“Sworn and subscribed te before me, this 12th day of September, — 
1838. R. WILSON, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Daviess county. 


Supposed from General Atchison-to the Governor, no signature appearing. 


Heap Quarters, 3d Div. Mov Mi. > 
Richmond, September 12, F838. 


Sir:—From information received from the counties of Daviess and 
Caldwell, within the bounds of this Division, lam well convinced, that 
an insurrection does actually exist, agi upon the urgent solicitations of 
citizens of both counties, and also upon the petition of citizens of ‘the 
adjoining counties, | have deemed it my duty to order out an armed 
force to put down such insurrection, and to assist the civil officersan 
the execution of the laws; also to prevent, as far as possible, the effu- 
sion of blood, and to restore quiet, if possible, to the community. This 
I have done by the advice of the Judge of this circuit.’ [have ordéred 
four companies, of fifty men each, from the Militia of Clagcounty, and 
a like number, from the Militia of Ray county. F have also ordered, 
four hundred men in addition, to hold. themselves in readiness, if requi- 
red. The troops ordered out are mounted riflemen, with theexception 
of one company of infantry, whoare also mounted. Those troops will 
proceed immediately to the scene of excitement and insurrection. The, 
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citizens of Daviess and Caldwell] counties are under arms, so that it is 
_ deemed dangerous for peaceable citizens to pass through said counties. — 
Citizens of other counties are flocking in to the citizens of Daviess 
county, and the Mormons are es to the assistance of the Mor-. 
mons in those counties, so that from the best information I can attain, - 
there cannot be less than two thousand men in arms, without any legal | 
authority or pretext whatever, and itis very much feared, that if a 
blow is once struck, there will be a general conflict, the termination of 
~ which, God only knows. So soon as I arrive at the scene of insurrec- 
tion or excitement, I will report to you forthwith by express. 
| 1 have the honor to be, 
_ Your most obedient servant. 

P. §. Ihave also required the services of Col. Wiley C. Williams, 

your aid, and much is expected from his influence and efficiency. ~- 


‘ The Governor to General Atchison. 
fORDER.] 


Heap Quarters or THE Avsutant Generat’s Orricr,) 
August 30, 1838. 


Gen. Davo R. Artcmson, 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 


Sirn:—Indications of Indian disturbances on our immegiate frontier, 
and -the recent civil disturbances in the counties of Caldwell, Daviess 
and Carroll, render it necessary, as a precautionary measure, that aa 
effective force of the militia be held in readiness, to meet either contin- 
gency. The Commander-in-Chief, therefore orders, that you cause to 
be raised immediately, within the limits of your Division, to be held in | 
readiness, and subject to further orders, four hundred mounted men, 
armed andequipped as infantry or riflemen, and formed into companies 
according to law, under officers already in commission. | 

The Commander-in-Chief suggests the propriety of your causing the 
above order to be carried into effect, in a manner calculated to produce 
as little excitement as possible, and report your proceedings to him 
through the Adjutant General. 

y order of the Commander-in-Chief, 
: B. M. LISLE, Adjutant General. 

[A similar letter was also addressed to Major Generals John B. Clark, 
Samuel D. Lucas, David Willock, Lewis Bolton, Henry W. Crowther 
and Thomas D. Grant.] 
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Statement of William Dryden. ot 


To His Excellency, L. W. Boccs, ~ 
| Governor of the State of Missouri. 


Your petitioner, William Dryden, an acting justice of the peace, 
within and for Daviess county, would respectfully represent, that the 
counties of Daviess, Ca'dwell and Livingston are settled, in part, by a 
denomination of people called Mormons. These Mormons, to the num- 
ber of ‘about fifteen hundred men, have associated themselves together, 
and have resisted, and do resist with force of arms, legal process a- 
gainst persons belonging to their denomination. . Your petitioner. fur- 
ther states, that on the 29th day of August last past, Adam Black ap- 
peared before me, and made oath, that Andrew Ripley, George Smith 
and others, had been guilty of a high offence, known to the law, in sab- 
stance, as follows, to-wit: ‘That on, or about the 8th day of August, 
_ 1838, in Daviess county, there came an armed force to his, (Black ’s 

house,) in said county, among whom, the said Ripley, Smith and other 

‘persons named in said affidavit, were a part, em then and there, with 
deadly weapons, made an assault upon him, (the said Black,) and then 
_ and there, threatened him (Black, who was then an acting justice of the 

age within and for Daviess county aforesaid,) with instant death, if 

e did not sign a certain instrument of writing, binding himself, as a 
justice of the peace of said county of Daviess, not to molest the people 
called Mormons, and threatened the lives of himself, (the said Black) 
and others, and said they intended to make every citizen of said coun- 
ty sign such obligation, &c. 

Your petitioner further states, that he immediately issued a writ pur- 
suant to law, for the arrest of the said Andrew Ripley, George Smith 
and others, commanding the officer, entrusted with the execution of 
said writ, after the arrest, to bring the bodies of the persons therein na- 
med, forthwith before your petitioner, to answer the complaint and 
further to be dealt with according to law. There being no constable 
within the township of which I am justice, he having been driven from 
the county by, and through fear of the Mormons, and your petitioner 


believing that said writ would not be executed, unless a special deputy - 


was made for that purpose, your petitioner, then and there, appointed 
Nathaniel H. Blakely a special deputy, to serve said writ, and said ap- 
pointment was endorsed on said writ, and signed by myself officially, 
and then and there delivered to the said Blakely. Your petitioner fur- 
ther states, that the said Blakely, took the said writ, and summoned a 

uard, consisting of ten men, who went in search of the persons named 


in said writ, for the purpose of executing said writ, but the said consta- * 


ble returned, that the persons named in said writ, were not found in 
said county, by reason of himself and guard having been driven, by 
force, from the town, in said covnty, in which the offenders were sup- 
- posed there to be. The said affidavit, writ and return, are herewith 
respectfully submitted to your Excellency. 
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Your petitioner further believes and represents, that the Mormons’ 
are sO numerous, and so well armed, within the limits of the counties of 
Caldwell and Daviess, that the judicial power of the countiesis wholly 
unable to execute any civil or criminal process within the limits of 
either of said counties, against a Mermon or Mormons, as they, each 
and every one of them, act in concert, and out number the other citi- 
zens. They also declare, that they are independent, and your peti— 
tioner verily believes, that the Mormons hold in utter contempt, the 
institutions of the country: in which they live. . 

Your petitioner further represents, some time about the 8th of. 
September last, that three individuals were arrested by the said Mor- 
mons, in Caldwell county, and held in custody, and your petitioner 
represents, that he believes, they, are still in confinement, without any 
warrantof law. Your petitioner further represents that he verily be- 
lieves, that no civil officer of the State, could cause to be executedany 
legal precess within either of said counties of Caldwell or Daviess. 

our petitioner, therefore, respectfully prays your Excellency to fur- 
nish the civil officers, within and for the counties of Daviess and Cald- 
well, a sufficient number of troops to enable them to execute the laws 


- of theland, and bring the offenders, aforesaid, to justice. To this end, 


your petitioner wil] ever pray, &c. | | 
| WILLIAM DRYDEN, 
Justice of the Peace, Daviess county. 
September 15th, 1838. 


Executive Departwznt, City or Jerrerson, Sept. 15, 1838. 


To the Apsutant Gunerat. 


Sir:— You will issue an order to Maj. Gen. Atchison, commanding 
the 3d Division of the Militia of this State, and direct him to causea 
sufficient force of the troops under his command, to aid the civil officers 
within the county of Daviess, in executing such writs of process as 
may be legally within the province of their respective duties, and es- 
pecially, to furnish the officers charged with the service of the writ, 
mentioned in the foregoing petition of William Dryden, justice of the 
peace of Daviess county, with a force sufficient to enable him te exe- 
cnte said process, and bring the offenders to justice. 

L. W. Commander-in-Chief. 
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The Governor to General Atchison. 
[ORDER] 


Heap Quarters or Miitia, Avyutant Genrrat’s Opricz, 
City of Jefferson, Sept. 15, 1838. 


Gen. Davw R. Arcuison, 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 


Sirn:—Information has reeenily been received. by the Commander-in 
Chief, that the officers entrusted with the administration of the law 
within and for Daviess county, are wholly unable so to do, without the 
presence and assistance of an armed force, — 

The Commander-in-Chief, therefore orders, that without delay, you, 
cause to be raised a sufficient force of the troops under your command, 
and with said troops, aid the civil officers within and for said county, 
to execute all writs and other process, with the service of which, they 
may be charged; and you are specially directed, with said sufficient 
force, to aid and assist the officer charged with the execution of a cer- 
tain writ, issued by William Dryden,a justice of the peace within and 
for said county, on the 29th of August last past, for the arrest of An- 
drew Ripley, George Smith and others, named in said writ, to execute 
the same, and bring the offenders to justice. 


By order of the Commander-in-Chief, : 
_ B. M. LISLE, Adj. Gen. Mo. Mi. 


The Governor to Captain Childe. 
[ORDER.} 


Heap Quarters or THe Muutia, Avivtant Genera’s Orrice, 
| City of Jefferson, Sept. 18, 1838. 


To Capt. Camrs, Commander of the Boonville Guards. 


Sin:—You will cause your company to be held in readiness aad 
mounted, each man with ten day’s provisions, and the necessary arms. 
and ammunition, to proceed, immediately aren the order of the Gover- 
nor, with him to the scene of difficu'ty, in the counties of Daviess and 
Caldwell. Your action upon the subject is required to be immediate 
and prompt. 

The Commander-in-Chief hopes and calculates upon the Boonville 
Guards using every exertion in their power, to procure horses, and of 
their being in readiness to march upon his arrival in Boonville, which — 
will be about the end of this week. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 
B. M. LISLE, Adj. Gen. Mo. Mi. 
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The Governor to General Lucas. 
| 
[ORDER.) 


Heap Quarters or THE Murtia, Avsutant 
City of Jefferson, Sept. 18, 1838. . 


Maj. Gen. S. D. Lucas, 4th Div. Mo. Mi. Independence, Mo. 
Sir:—On the 30th ultimo, an order was difected to you to cause four 
hundred mounted men to be raised and held\in readiness, subject to fur- 
ther orders from the Commander-in-Chief. Information has just reach- 
_. @d the Executive, that an insurrection actually exists in the counties of 
Daviess and Caldwell. You will, therefore, march immediately with the 
number of men ordered from your Division, to the scene of difficulties, 
and co-operate with Gen. Atchison and other officers in restoring quiet 
to the country, and suppressing the insurrection. Each man will fur- 
nish himself with at least ten day’s provisions, and the necessary arms 
and ammunition. Your action on this subject is required to be roe 
and immediate. You will, of coyrse, give the preference to volunteer 
companies already organized, that are subject by law_ to be ordered out 
en masse. | 
By order of the Commander-in-Chief, ' 
B. M. LISLE, Adj. °Gen. Mo. Mi. 
[A similar letter was addressed to Maj. Generals Lewis Bolton, John 
B. Clark and Thomas D. Grant.] 


General Doniphan to General Atchison. 


Heap Quarters, !st Brig. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. ) 
Camp at Grand River, Sept. 15, 1838. 


Maj. Gen. Daviw R. Arcetson, Commanding 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 


Srr:—In pursuance of your orders, dated 11th inst., I issued orders to 
Col. Wm. A. Dunn, commanding the 28th Regiment, to raise four com- 
| panes of mounted riflemen, consisting of fifty men each, also to Col. 

ohn Boulware, commanding the 70th Regiment, to raise ‘two compa- 
nies of mounted riflemen, consisting each of like number, to start forth- 
with for service in the counties of Caldwell and Daviess, on the 
same day. Cols Dunn obtained the four companies of volunteers re- 
quired from the’ 28th Regiment; on the morning of the 12th, I took the 
command in person, and marched to the line of Caldwell, at which 
point, I ordered the Colonels to march the regiments to the timber on 
Crooked River. I then started for Far West, the county seat of Cald- 
well, accompanied by my aid alone. On arriving at that place, I found 
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Comer, Miller and McHany, the prisoners mentioned in your order. [| 
demanded of the guard, who had them in confinement, to deliver them 
over to me, which was promptly done. [also found, that the guns that 
had been captured by the sheriff and citizens of Caldwell, had been dis- 
tributed and placed in the hands of the soldiery and scattered over the 
country; f ordered them to be immediately collected and delivered up 
tome. Ithen sent an express to Col. Dunn, to march the regiment. by 
daylight, for that place, where he arrived about 7 o’clock, A. M. making 
ferty miles since 10 o’clock, A. M. on the previous day. When my 
command arrived, the guns were delivered up, amounting to forty-two" 
stand three stand could not be produced, as they had probably gone to 
Daviess county. [sent these guns under a guard, to your command in 
Ray county, together with the prisoner Comer, the other two bein 
citizens of Daviess,1 retained and brought with me to this county, an 
released them on parol of honor, as I[ conceived théir detention illegal. 
At 8 o’clock, A. M. we took up the line of march, and proceeded through 
Mill Port, in Daviess county, thirty-seven miles from our former en- 
campmeént, and arrived at the camp of the citizens of Daviess and o:her 
adjoining counties—they amounted to between two and three hundred, 
as their commander, Dr. Austin of Carroll, informed me. Your order, 
requiring them to disperse, which had been forwarded in advance of my 
command, by vour aid, James M. Hughes, was read to thein, and thev 
were required to disperse; they professed that their object for arming 
and collecting was solely for defence, but they were marching and 
counter-marching guards out, and myself and others who approached 
the camp were taken to task, and required to wait the approach of the 
sergeantof the guard. Ihad aninterview with Dr. Austin, and his pro- 
fessions were all pacific, but they still continue in arms, marching and 
counter-marching. I then proceeded with your aid, J. M. Hughes, and 
my aid, Benj. Holliday, to the Mormon encampment, commanded by 
Col. Lyman Wight; we held aconference with him, and he professed 
entire willingness to disband and surrender up tome every one of the 
Mormons accused of crime, and required in return, that the hostite for- 
ces, collected by the other citizens of the county, should also disband. 
At the camp, commanded by Dr. Austin, | demanded the prisoner, de- 
manded in your order, who had been released on the evening after my 
arrival in their vicinity. I took up line of march, and encamped in the 
direet road between the two hostile encampments, where I have re4 
mained since, withip about two and a half miles of Wight’s encamp-' 
ment, and some times the other camp is nearer, and some times further 
from me. I intend to occupy this position until your arrival, as 1 deem 
it best to preserve peace, and prevéht an engagement between the par- 
ties, and if kept so for a few days, they will doubtless disband without 
coercion. ] have the honor to be, 
. Yours with respect, 
A. W. DONIPHAN, 
Brig. Gen. Ist Brig. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 
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General Atchison to the Governor. 


Heap Quarters, 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 
Grand River. Sept. 17, 1838. 


To His Excellency, the Commander-in- Chief. 


Sir :—I arrived at the county seat of this county, Daviess, on the 
evening of the 15th inst., with the troops raised from the militia of 
Ray county, when I was joined by the troops from Clay county, under 
the command of General Doniphan; in the same neighborhood I found | 
from two to three hundred men in arms, principally from the counties of 
Livingston, Carroll and Saline; these men were embodied under the 
pretext of defending the citizens of Daviess county, against the Mor- 
_ mons, and were opetating under the orders of a Dr. Austin, from Car- 
rollcounty. The citizens of Daviess, or a large portion of them resid- 
ing on each side of the Grand River, had left their farms and removed | 
their families either. to the adjoining counties or collected them togeth~ 
er at a place called the Camp Ground. The whole county on the east 
side of Grand River appears to be deserted, with the exception of a 
_ few who are not so timid as their neighbors. 

The Mormons of Daviess county have also left their farms, and have 
encamped for safety at a place, immediate!y on the east bank of Grand 
River, called Adam-ou-diahmon. The numbers are supposed te © 
be about two hundred and fifty men, citizens of Daviess county, and 
from fifty to one hundred men, citizens of Caldwell county; both par- 
ties have been scouting through the country, and occasionally taking 

risoners, and threatening and insulting each other, but as yet no blood 
as been shed. I have ordered-all armed men from adjoining counties 
to repair to their homes; the Livingston county men, and others to the 
amount of one hundred men, have returned, and there remain now 
about one hundred and fifty who will, l-am in. hopes, return in a few 
days. Ihave been informed by the Mormons, that all of those who 
have been charged with a violation of the laws, will be in to day for 
trial; when that is done, the troops under my command will be no © 
longer required in this county, if the citizens of other counties will _ 
return to their respective homes. I have proposed to leave two | 
eompanies, of fifty men each, in this county, and discharge the remain- 
der of the troops; said two companies will remain for the preservation - 
of order, until peace and confidence are restored. I also enclose te 
your a meager: Pres report of General Doniphan, and refer you for 
particulars to Major Rogers. : 
I have the honor to be, your obd’t servant, 
D. R. ATCHISON, ' 
Maj. Gen’! 3 Div. Mo. Mi 
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General Atchison to the Governor. 


, Heap Quarters, 3 Div. Mo. Mi. 
. Liberty, September 20th 1838. 


To His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief of the Mo. Mi. 


Six :—The troops ordered out for the purpose of putting down the 
insurrection, supposed to exist in the counties of Daviess and Caldwell, 
Aewere discharged on the 20th inst., with the exception of two compa—. 
nies of the Ray militia, now stationed in the county of Daviess, under 
the comm and of Brigadier General Parks; it was deemed necessarv in 
the stateof excitement im that county, that those companies should 
remain there for a short period longer, say some twenty days, until 
confidence and tranquility should be restored. | 

The reason that an officer of General Parks’ rank was left in com- 
mand, weré, Ist. that, if necessary he might call to his assistance upon 
the shortest notice, the whole force of his Brigade. 2d., the moral 
influence of an officer of his rank would be greater than an officer of 
less grade. 3d, 1 could not find an officer of less grade in my Divi- 
sion te manage aflairs of so much delicacy and importance. All the 
offenders against the law, in that county, against whom process was 
taken out, were arrested and brought before a court of inquiry, and 

ecognized to appear at the Circuit Court. Mr. Thos, C. Burch at- 

mended to the prosecuting on the part of the State. The citizens of 
ther counties who came in armed to the assistance of the citizens of 
Daviess county, have despersed, and returned to their respective- 
homes, and the Mormons have also returned to their homes; so that I 
consider the insurrection for the present, at least, to be at an end, but 
from the state of feeling in the county ef Daviess and the adjoining coun- 
ties, itis very much to be feared it will break out again, and if so, without 
the interposition of the Commander-in-Chief, the consequences will be 
awful. From the best information! can get, there are about two hun- 
dred and fifty Mormon families in Daviess county, nearly one half of 
the rw wre and the whole of the Mormon forces, in Daviess, Cald- 
well and the adjoining counties, is estimated at from thirteen to fifteen 
pundred men, capable of bearing arms. 

If an attack is made upon the Mormons in Daviess county, for the 
purpose of driving them from that county, it is very much to be feared 
tha t the Mormons, to a man, will assist the Mormons of that county; 
this will be the case I have no doubt. I will further inform vour Excelien- 
cy, that the Mormons are well armed, most of them being equiped with 

good rifle or musket, a brace of large belt pistols, and a broad sword, 
so that from their position, and their fanaticism, and their unalterable 
<r wean mee not to be driven, much blood will be spilt, and much suf - 
#ering endured, if a blow is once struck, without the interposition of 
‘Major Rogers, I presume, has given your Excellency a history of the 
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_ dred mounted men, will bs attended to with promptness. 


. From that, you can learn somewhat the state of affairs. Ido not knew 
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immediate cause of the disturbance in Daviess county, and also Judge 
King has given a detail of facts as far as he could learn them; I send 
you copies of Judge King’s communication to me, upon the subject of 
ordering out a military force; also a petition from the citizens of Ray 
county. I was also urged to takethat step by the citizens of the most 
respectable classes in the county of Clay, and was urged to it by the 
s of Daviess county, also of Caldwell county; from all which 
representations. 1 deemed it my duty to order out all the military for- 
ces and nave now nodoubt of the propriety ofthe measure; it has pre— 
vented blood being shed, for the present, and | am in hopes for the 
futtre; it has convinced the Mormons that the law will be inforced, and 
other citizens that it can be enforced, and is ample to redress all griev- 
ances. The Mormons of Daviess ceunty, as I stated in a former re— 
port, were encamped in a town called{Adam-on-diahmon, and are head- 
ed by Lyman Wight, a bold, brave, skillful, and, I may add, a desperate 
man; they appeared to be acting on the defensive, and I must further 
add, gave up the offenders with a good deal of promptness, the arms 
taken by the Mormons, and prisoneis were also given up upon demand 
with seeming cheerfulness. Your order in relation to raising five hun- 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
DAVID R. ATCHISON, 
Maj. Gen’|. 3 Div. Mo. Mi. 


Hon. A. A. King to General Atchison. 
Ricumonn, Sept. 10, 1838. 


Dear Sin:—Since my letter to you, on yesterday, I have received 
divers and sundry communications trom Grand River, all going to show 
that the people in that quarter, on both sides, need protection, and ne- 
thing but an armed force can do it. | 

The Mormons, named in the warrant issued by Esquire Dryden, wit! 
not be taken, and I send you a letter* from Smith and Rigdon, which 
may be of service to me hereafter, and I hope you will preserve it. 


of any authority 1 have to direct your movements in the matter, but I 
will advise you, and hope you deem it vour duty to act in the matter, to 
send a force, say of two hundred men, or more if necessary, and from 
the circumstances, more may be necessary. Dispel the forces in Davi- 
ess, and all the assembled armed forces in Caldwell, and while there, 
cause those Mormons who refuse to give up, to surrender and be recog 
nized, for it will not do to compromise the law with them. I shall in 
form the Governor of what I have advised, and I have no doubt but he 
will approve of it; to take time to send to him before hand, will 


*This letter does not appear in the testimony on file. 
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useless, for the mischief will be done before he could act. Please advise — 


me of your determintion by the bearer; I will cordially co-operate with 
you, when you may require it. Respectfully, 


AUSTIN A. KING. | 


Citizens of Ray County to General Atchison. 


Gen. Davin R. Arcnison. 


Dear Sin:—The undersigned are fully impressed with a belief t 
there is an insurrection on foot, m the counties of Caldwell and Daviess, 


in this State, between the Mormons and other citizens of this State. — 


The citizens of Daviess have a Mormon in custody as a prisoner, who 
they took as a spy; and the Mormons in Caldwell have three men, 


to-wit: John Comer, Wm. McHany and Allen Miller, taken and confi- ' 


ned as prisoners. ‘They were taken in passing from Ray through Cald- 
well to Daviess. The undersigned, therefore, earnestly request you to 
erder out the militia, to suppress this insurrection, and to save the effu- 
sion of blood, which must speedily take place, unless prevented. 


H. W. Lile, G. B. Thacken, Jesse Coates, 
Anderson Martin, Wade Hall, John McGee, 

P. R. Wirt, Geo. Woodward, W. C. Williams, - 
Jas. S. Ball, J. W. Wall, A.B. Sherwood, . 
Isaac Manson, Lewis L. Jacoby, Joel Jacobs, 

A. H. Ringo, John N. Hughes, Jacob Riffe, 

Allen Ball, Meril M. White, James Johnson, 

J. R. Hendley, Houston Long, W. P. Boyce, 


C. R. Morehead, W. C. Pollard, Nathan Conner, 
Sept. 10, 1838. S. L. D. W. Shaw. | 


“ov petition from certain Mormons to the Gover nor. 
De Wirt, Carroll ounty, State of Missouri, Sept. 22, 1838. 


To His Ezcellency, W. Boces, 
Governor of the State of Missouri. 


Your petitioners, citizens of the county of Carroll, do hereby petition 
your Excellency, praying for relief: ‘That whereas, your pétitioners 
have, on the 20th inst., been sorely aggrieved, by being. beset by a law- 
less mob, certain inhabitans of this and other counties, to the injw 
ry of the good citizens of this and the adjacent places; that on the 
aforesaid day, came‘from one hundred to one hundred and fifty armed 
men, and threatened, with force and violence,to drive certain peaceable 


citizens from their homes, in defiance of all law, and threatened then 
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- to drive said citizens out of the county, but on déliberation, concluded 


to give them, said citizens, till the first of October next to leave said 
county, and threatened, if not gone by that time, to exterminate them, 
without regard to age or sex, and destroy their chattles, by throwin 
them inthe river. We, therefore, pray you to take such steps, as shal 
puta aor to all lawless proceedings; and we, your petitioners, will ever 
pray, &c. &c. 


Benj. Kendrick,’ 
Dudey Thomas, 


P. Lundow, - 


Thos. Hollingshead, 
Asa W. Barnes, — 
Elijah T. Rogers, 


Nathan Harrison, 
Elizabeth Smith, 
Henry Root, 


Ji. Kendrick, John Dougherty, A. L. Caldwell, 
Thos. Dehart, Moses Harris, Rufus Allen, 
Francis Brown, Perry Thayer, Ezekiel Barnes, 
John Tilford, B. R. Bartley, D.H. Barnes, 

H. G. Sherwood, .. Jonathan Harris, Wm. 8S. Smith, 
John Murdock, Wm. J. Hatfield, Jaines Hampton, 

G. M. Hinkle, Oliver Olney, Robt. Hampton, 
James Vallance, John Thorp, Jonathan Hampton, 
Jabez Lake, H. T.. Chipman, Geo. Peacock, 
Albert Soree, David Dixon, Dani. Clark, 


Samuel Lake, Benj. Hensley, John Proctor, 

Asa Manchester, Franklin N.'fhayer, James McGuin, 

Wm. Winston, H. M. Wallace, Smith Humphrey, 
_ John Clark, D. Thomas, (no Mormon.) . 


Secretary of State to the Governor. 


Orrice or Secretrary or Starr, 
City of Jefferson, Sept. 22, 1838, 5 o’clock P. M. ; , 


To His Excellency L. W. Boaas, Gov. Mo. | 

Sin :—The accompanying two letters, or reports, from Major Gene- 
ral Atchison, and Brigadier Ceneral Doniphan, on the subject of the 
Mormon difficulties, the former directed to your Excellency, and the 
latter from General Doniphan to General Atchison, have just been re— 
eieved by express; deeming them of sufficient importance to justify the 
sending of them ib you by —* have engaged Jesse 8. Barber, 
ee for that purpose, who will leave some time to-night, or very early 
m the morning. 

From the tenor of these papers, it would appear there is no necessi-. . 
ty fer the troops that have been raised for this Divison to march. The 
commanding officer, however, does not consider that he would be justi- 


fied in disbanding them, or suspending, for a few days, operations,. 
without express orders from the Commander-in-Chief. He has accar- 


dingly, a few moments ago, taken np the lineofmarch for thescene of 
dificulties. 1 have the honor to be 
‘Very respectfully, &c., | 
PETER G. GLOVER. 
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General Atchison to the Governor. 
Lisertr, Serr, 23, 1838. 


To His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief. 
Sir :—Your order through the Adjutant General, of the 15th inst., 


was received on the 22ndinst. Your Excellency will percieve from-a~ 


former report, that an armed force was ordered out under’ my ¢om— 
mand, from thé militia of the third Division, to put down an co 
tion, supposed to exist in the counties of Caldwell and Davies d to 
assistthe civil officers in the counties to bring offenders to trial, and 
otherwise enforce the laws. I now again inform your Excellency, that 
all offenders against the laws in these counties, against whom process 
was issued, and particularly the persons in the writ named, issued by 
William Dryden,a Justice of the peace for the county of Daviess, were 
brought before a court of inquiry, and recognized to appear at the Cir- 
cuit Court; and Brigadier General Parks was left in said county of Dav- 
less, with two companies, of fifty men each, for the purpose of enforcing 
the laws, under the direction of the civil officers, and from the facts as 
far as I could learn them, one hundred men were amply sufficient for 
all purposes of enforciuglaw, keeping down insurrections, &c. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
DAVID R. ATCHISON, 
Maj. Gen’!. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 


| From the Governor to General Clark. 
{ORDER.] 


Heap Quarters or tee Minima, 
Jonesborough, Sept. 24, 1838. 


Masor Jonn B. Crank, Ist Div. Mo. Mi. 


Sin :—The Commander-in-Chief, having this morning recieved infor- 
mation, by express, that the civil disturbances in the counties of 
Daviess and Caldwell have been quieted and order restored to the 
community; he therefore orders that the troops under your command 
destmed for that service be immediately discharged. 

The Commander-in-Chief avails himself of the present occasion, te. 
tender to you, and through you to the troops under vour command, 
his thanks for the prompt manner in which they responded to the call 
of their country. 

By-order of the Comimander-in-Chief, 
: B. M. LISLE, Adjutant General, Mo. Mi. 


RS [A similar letter was also sent to Major Generals H. W. Crowther, 


Lucas, and Lewis Bolton.] 
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-hostile intertions. 


General H. G. Parks to the Governor. 


Heap Quarters, 2d Brig. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 
Mill Port, Sept,-25, 1838. 


His Excellency, Litzsurn W. Boaas, Commander-in-Chief. 


Sir :—I received this morning, after my return from a tour in the 
upper part of this county, with a detail of the troops under my com- 
mapa, impassisting the constable in bringing offenders against the. laws 
to ite, your despatch to Major General Atchison, which I took the 
liberty toopen. ‘The Major General left here with the troops from 
Clay and Ray, except two companies from Ray ordered to remain 
under my command, on the 18th inst.; since that time ] have been em- 
ployed in assisting the peace officers to execute the laws, and in bring- 
ing offenders to justice. 2 

Iam happy to inferm you that there is not any necessity to use a 
larger force here at present;that now under my command I deem am- 
ply sufficient for the present purpose; should occasion require it, I have 
thought I could detach a sufficient force from the Brigade under my 
command. Whatever may have been the disposition of the people 
called Mormons, before our arrival here, since we have made our 
appearance they have shown no disposition to resist the laws, or of 


I deemed it my duty to visit their town in this county, and as soon 


as they saw the militia interpose between them and the people of 


this, and some of the adjoining counties who had assembled in arms, 
they went to work, abandoned their hostile attitude, and at this time 
peace and tranquility has every appearance of being restored. How 
long things may maintain their present attitude, 1 know not, but if the 
Maj. General had not taken the field with a sufficient force, as promptly 
as he did, there is‘every reasen to fear a dreadful conflict would have 
ensued. On next Saturday there will be brought to trial some fifteen or 
twenty individuals, of the Mormons, before a Justice of the Peace ; 
a committee has been appointed on behalf of the citizens of Daviess 
county, to meet the Mormons on to-moriow, for the purpose of pro- 
sing to buy or sell out to them; they will meet at Adam-on-diahmon, 
when I will attend with a force to insure tranquility. | 
There has been. so much prejudice and exaggeration concerned in 
this matter, that | found things on my arrival here, totally different from 


what I was prepared to expect. Itis true that a great excitement did 


prevail between the parties, and Iam happy to say that my exertions, 
us well as those of Major General Atchison, and the officers and men, 
under my command, have been crowned with success. When we ar- 
rived here, we found a large body of men from the counties adjoining, 
armed and in the field, for the purpose, as I learned, of assisting the. 

people of this county against the Mormons, without being called out by | 
the proper authorities. This force, the Major General very promptly 


. 
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prevailed upon to return to their homes, and left directions with me to 
see that they had done so, I have the honor to say to you, that duty 
has been promptly attended to, all of which I have advised General A. 
thereof. Ihave thought it necessary to be thus minute in detailing to 
you our operations since we todk the field; for further particulars 1 beg 


your Excellency may refer to the Major General, who I doubt not will 


communicate to you all thé information in his possession; in the mean 
time, I assure you that any orders, given by you, or the Major General, 


relative to this matter, shall be promptly attended to. 
I have the honor to remain, vour obd’t servant, 


. H. G. PARKS, Brigadier General. . 


P. S. Since writing the above, 1 received information that if the 
committee do not agree, the determination of the Daviess county men 
is to drive the Mormons with powder and lead; should any further 
measures take p!ace, of importance,I will immediately advise the Ma- 


jor General of ‘the Division thereof. 
PAL H. G. PARKS, Brig. Gen’l. 


General Parks to General Alchison. 


Quarrens, 2d Brig., 3d Div. 
Mill Port, Sept. 25, 1838. 


Masor Generar ATCHISON. 


Dear Sta:—I received this morning a despatch from the Governor, 
directed to you, which J took the liberty to open and advise you thereof. 
You will see by the letter of the Commander-in-Chief that he is bring- 
ing into the field a large body of troops, as 1 understand, under the 
command of four Major Generals. I have thought it my cuty to ad- 
vise the Commander-in-Chiet, that I deemed the forces now under my 
command amply sufficient to preserve tranquilty and enforce the laws. 
Since my last to you by Mr. Stone, I have been at this place, em- 
ployed in fulfilling the orders leit by you. Iam happy to be able to 
state to you, that the ah excNement existing between the parties 

has in a great degree ceased, and so far I heve had no occasion to resort 
to force, in assisting the constables. On to-morrow, a committee from 
Daviess county meets a committee of the Mormons at Adam-on-di- 
ahmon, to propose to them to buy or sell, and | expect to be there. 
On, Saturday the 29th inst, there are fifteen or twenty of. the Mormons 
cited to trial at Gallatin, where, Lyman Wight has pledged himself to 
me. they will attend. The officers and men are all in good heaith at 
present, and have been actively employed in the above dutits.. 1 have 
this moment heard a threat, throayvn out by the men of this county, that 
should the above measures fail, their intention is to drive the Mor- 
mons with powder and lead from this county. How far such a measure 
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will be executed I know not, but I will exercise ny utmost vigilance ia | 


this affair, and advise you thereof, from time to time. 
Cage | I remain, your obd’t servant, 


H. G. PARKS, Brig. Gen’l. 


General Atchison to the Commander-in-Chief. 


‘ Liserty, September 27, 1838. 
To the 


Sin :—Freceived a-communication by express on the 26th inst., to- — 
gether with a report from Brigadier General Parks, who is in command 
of the troops, leit by me in Daviess county. Ihave made two reports 
to your Excellency, one sent by Maj. Rogers, and the other by mail, 
neither of which I presume your Excellency has received; one dated 
the 17th of September, the other the 20th of September. The force 
under General Parks is deemed sufficient to excute the laws and keep 
the peace in that county; thiags are not so bad in that county as repre- 
_sented by rumor, and in fact from affidavits I have no doubt your Ex- 
cellency has been decieved by the exaggerated statements of design- 
ing or half crazy men. I have found there is no cause of alarm on 
account of the Mormons; they are not to be*feared; they are very 
much alarmed. I transmit a report made to me by General Parks, dated 
25th of September, and from that report | learn that the General has 
reported to your 

_T have the honor to be &c.. 

DAVID R. ATCHISON, 
. Maj. Gen’l. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 


General Lucas to the Governor. 
Boonvitie, Mo., Ocroser 4, 1838, 


Dear Sm:—Aé we passed down the Missouri River, on Monday last, 
we saw alarge force of Mormonsat De Witt in Carroll county, under 
arms. Their commander, Col. Hinkle, formerly of Caldwell a 
informed me that there were two hundred, and that they were hour 
expecting an attack from the citizens of Carroll county, who, he said, 
were then encamped only six miles from there, waiting for a re-inforce- 
ment from Saljne county. Hinkle said they had determined to fight. 


News had just been received at this place, through Dr. Scott of Fay-~ 


ette, that'a fight took place on yesterday, and that several persons were 


killed. Dr, Scott informed me that he got his information from a gen- 
tleman of respectability, who had heard the firing of their guns as he - 
passed down. If a fight has actually taken place, of which | havemo 
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doubt, it will create excitement in the whole upper Missouri, and those 
base and degraded beings will be exterminated from the face of the earth. 


' If one of the citizens of Carroll should be killed, betore five days f 


believe that there will be from four to five thousand’ volunteers in the 


field against the Mormons, and nothing but their blood will satisfy them. _ 
Ht as an unpleasant state of affairs. The remedy Ido not pretend to 
‘suggest to your Excellency. My troops, of the 4th Division, were on- 


ly dismissed subject to further orders, and can be called into the field at 


an hour’s warning. | 
: In haste, I have the honor to be, 
Your most ob’t serv’t. 


SAMUEL D. LUCAS. 


. General Atchison to the Governor. 
Boonvitte, Oct. 5, 1838. 
To His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief of the Mo: Mi. 


Sin:—I have just received by express, a communication from Brig. 
Gen. Parks, a cupy of which I herewith transmit, Jt seems, sir, that 


the Mormon difficulties are not brought to aclose. In Carroll county: 
the citizens are in arms, for the purpose of driving the Mormons from , 
that county. I have authorized Gen. Parks, if he deems it necessary, to 
call for the troops raised m the tst Brigade, 3d Division, under the or- . 
der from your Excejlency, or as many of them as are deemed necessa- . 


ry. The following isa copy of Gen. Parks’ communication: 


Heap Quanruas, 2d Brig. 3d Div, ?. 
Richmond, Oct. 3, 1838, 


Maj. Gen. Davio R. Anosison. | 
Dear Sin:—I received this morning an affidavit from. Carroll county... 


The following isacopy: 


“Henry Root, on his oath, states, that on the night of the Ist of Oc- .. 
tober, there was collected in the vicinity of De Witt an armed force, 


consisting of irom thirty to filty persons, and om the morning of the 


24 of October, came into the town of De Witt and fired on the civil _. 


inhabitants of that place. Thirteen of said individuals were seen by me 
in that place, and-1 believe there is actually an insurrection in that 


place. 
(Signed HENRY ROOT.” 


Subscribed and sworn to this 3d day of October, 1838. ig 


In consequence of which information, andbelief of an attack being 
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made on said place, | have ordered out the two companies raised by 
your order, to -be held in readiness under the commandjof Capts. Bogart — 
and Houston, to march tor De Witt, im Carroll county, by 8 o’clock to- | 
morrow morning, armed and equipped as the law directs, with six day’s 
provisions and fifty rounds of powder and ball. I will proceed with © 
these troops in person, leaving Col. Thompson in command on Grand 
River. As soon as I reach De Witt I will advise you of the state of 
affairs more fully. I will use all due precaution in the affair, and deeply — 
regret the necessity of this recourse. : odin 
G. PARKS, Brig. Gen. 2d Brig. 8d Div. 

Pp. S. I will thank you to write me by Mr. Wade, and give me any 

advice you may deem necessary in this affair. 
Yours, H. G. P. 

In the county of Daviess every thing is quiet at this time, and it is 
supposed will remain so. 1 have ordered Gen. Parks to discharge the 
troops in that county so soon as thirty days shall have expired from the 
time they were mustered into service. 

I have the honor to remain, &c., 
DAVID R. ATCHISON, 
Maj. Gen’l. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 


Report of the Committee of Chariton county. 


The undersigned committee were appointed at a public meeting, by 
the citizens of Chariton.county, on the 3d day of October, inst., for the — 
purpose of repairing to De Witt, in Carroll county, to inquire into the 
nature\of the difficulties bet ween the citizens of Carroll aad the Mor- 
mons. © We arrived at the place of difficulties on the 4th of October, 
instsy and found a large portion of the citizens of Carroll and the ad-— 
joining counties, assembled near De Witt well armed. We inquired in-. 
to the nature of the difficulties: They said that there was a large ‘por- 
tion of'the people called Mormons, embodied in De Witt from ditfer- 
ent patts of the world. Thgy are unwilling for them to remain there, 
which is the cause of their waging war against them. ‘To use the gen- 
tleman’s language, they are waging a war ol’extermination; or'to.remove 
them from the said county. We also went into De Witt, to see the 
situatidn of the’Mormons. We found them in the act of defence, beg- 
ging for peace, and wishing for the civil authorities to repair there as 
earty as possible, to settle the difficulties between the parties. | 

Hostilities have commenced, and will continue until they are stop- 
ped by the civil authorities. ‘This we believe to be acorrect statement 


of both parties.’’ This the 5th day of October, 1838. 


JOHN W. PRICE; 
WM. K. LOGAN, © 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the undersigned, one of the jus- 
tices of the peace, within and for Chariton county, and State of Mi 


souri, this 5th day of October, 1838, 
JOHN MORSE, J./P. 


F ; 
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General Parks to General ‘Atchison, 


., Bricape Heap Quaarzas, 5 miles from De Witt, 
Carroll county, October 7, 1838. 


Davo. R.. Arcuison. 


Sin:—Immediately after my express to you, by Mr. Warder, was sent, 
I proceeded to this place, which I reached yesterday with two compa- 
nies of mounted men from Ray. 1 ordered Col. Jones to call out three 
companies from this county to hold themselves in readiness, to join me 
at Carrollton on the 5th inst., which order has not been carried into 
effect. Noneof:the Carroll regiment is with me. On arriving in the 
vicinity of De Witt, I found a body of armed men, under the command 
of Doctor Austin, encamped near De Witt, besieging that ‘place, to the - 
number of twoor three hundred, ‘with a piece of artillery, ready to 
attack the town of De Witt. On the other side, Hinkle has ih that place 
three or four hundred Mormons to defend it, and says he' will die’ before 
he is driven from thence. On the 4th inst. they had a skirmish—fifteen 
or thirty guns fired on both sides—one man from Saline wounded in the 
hip. ‘The Mormons are at this time too strong, and’ no attack is ex- 
cted before Wednesday or Thursday next, at which time Dr. Austin 
open thie forces wil] amount to five hundred men, when he will make © 
a second attempt on the town of De Witt, with small arms and can- 
In ‘this posture of affairs, can do nothing but negotiate between the 
parties, unti! further aid is‘séent me. I received your friendly ‘letter of 
. the 5th\inst., by Mrs Warder, authorizing me to call on Gen. Doniphan, 
which call I have made on him for five companies from Platte, Clay and 
-Clinten, with two companies 1 ordered from Livingston, of whieh | 
‘doubt whether these last will come, if they do, I think I will have a 
force: sufficient to manage these beligerents: Should these troops ar- 
rive here in time, I hope to be able to prevent bloodshed. Nothing 
seéms'so much in demand here (to hear the Carroll county men talk,) 
as Mormon'scalps—as yet they are scarce. I believe‘Hinkle, with his 
present force ‘and position, will/beat Austin with five hundred of his 
‘troops. The Mormons say they will die before they will be driven out, 
Se. As yetthey have acted op the defensive as far as Ican learn’ 
is my settled opinion, the Mormons wilh have no rest until they 4éave— 
whether they will, or not, time only can tefl. [ assure you I never felt 
more rejoiced, than when I received your letter to call on Gen. Doni- 
phan‘s Brigade. For this mark of your confidence and friendly appro. 
val of my actions, | do feel under renewed obligations to you, and hope 
- to show the necessity of making the call on Gen. D's Brigade. Ihave 
also sent an express to Gen. Doniphan, to come in person if he can; 
I want his aid and advice. I will keep you advised from time to time 
of the state of affairs here. It would relieve me much if you would 
request the Governor to make his appearance hereamong the Carroll 
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boys; he need not order out any forces, those already ordered by me I 
deem sufficient. You know a word from his Excellency would have 
more power to quell this affair than aregiment. Should he come, which 
‘Thope he will, for this 1s no little affair, he will be able to.take such 
steps as may be deemed by him right and necesary to settle this matter. 
I have the honor to remain, | 
. Your obedient servant, 


; H. G. PARKS, Brig. Gen. Com. 


General Atchison to the Ggvernor. 
| Boonvix, Oct. 9, 1838. 
To the Commander-in- Chief. 


-Sim:—Enclosed you will receive a communication from Gen. Parks, 
which I deem my duty to forward to your Excellency. | have required 
Gen. Doniphan with the treops from Clay, Clinton and the Platte, to 
co-operate with Gen. Parks; | have also instructed Parks to prevent 
armed. Mormons. from marching to De Witt, and also to send back or 
take into custody, all the Mormons from Caldwell county, who may be 
found in arms in Carroll county; also to disperse all armed bands of cit- 
izens from other counties found in Carroll. | ; 

I have also suggested to Parks to Grge it upon the Mormons in Car- 
roll county to sell out and remove elsewhere, and also to urge the citi- 
zens to make the proposition to buy. ]have no doubt but your Ex- 
cellency, if you should deem it your duty to proceed to Cxrroll county, 
could restore peace. 1 would have forwarded this communication by 
express, but was informed that you were at St. Louis. It is therefore 
-sent by mail. If youdeem it necessary to proceed to Carroll county, ! 
would respectfully suggest that it should be done as quick as possible. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 

| | _D. R, ATCHISON. 

-P. S._ If your Excellency should deem it necessary to proceed te 
Carroll county, Boonviile will bein vour route, when it would give me | 
pleasure to see your Excellency, at which time I will be pre- 
pared to give all information as to the difficulties between the 
mons and citizens, as far as it could be obtained. D. R. A. 
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General Atchison to the Governor. | 
Boonvitte, Oct.\16, 1838. 


To His Excellency, L. W. Boocs. 


Sin:—From a communication received from Gen. Parks, I learn that 
the Mormons in Carroll county have sold out and left, consequently ev- 
ery thing is quiet there /out Parks reports that a portion of the men 
from Carroll county, with one piece of artillery, are on their march for 
Daviess county, where it is thought the same lawless game is to be 
‘played over, and the. Mormons to be driven from that and pro- 
-bably from Caldwell county. ‘Nothing, in my opinion, but the strong: 
est measures within the power of the Executive, will ‘put down this 
spirit of mobocracy. | 
The troops ordered into the field, from Parks’ report, partake, ina 
great degree, of the mob spirit, so that no reliance can be placed upon 
them; however, in this I believe Parks to be mistaken. I would respect- 
fully suggest to your Excellency the propriety of a visit to the scene 
of excitement in person, or at all events, a strong proclamation. The 
state of things which have existed in the counties of Daviess and Car- 
roll for the last two months, has been, in a high degree, rainous to the 
public, and disgraceful to the State. I would again respectfully suggest . 
strong measures to put down this spirit of mob and misrule, or permit 
them to fight it out. If your Excellency should conclude the latter ex- 
pedient best calculated to produce quiet and restore order, issue an order 
to the Major General, 3d Division, to discharge the troops now engaged 
in that service. I have the honor, &c., 


DAVID R. ATCHISON. 


General Clark to the Governor. 


| Oct. 9, 1838. 
To His Excellency, L. W. Boas. | 


Sin:—Since J wrote to you, J have received the enclosed information 
ia relation to the Mormon difficulty. The. names subscribed to the en- 
closed paper are worthy, prudent and patriotic citizens .of Howard 
' county; and lam persuaded nothing but a cage of absolute necessity 
to protect their friends would induce them to.engage as they have done. 

I regret exceedingly that your Excellency received information, ma- 
king it necessary to discharge the troops you had on the march. Notb- 
ing but some such step, in my opinion, will ever settle the affair. | 
hope your excellency will write tome on the receipt of this. 

] have the honor to be, 
Your obd’t servant, 
JOHN B, CLARK. 
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mediate assjstance.. The infatuated 


high treason; hey. have violated the Jaws and shed the blood o 


“40 
Canip near De Witt, Oct. 7, 1838. 


the citizens of Howard county. 


GENTLEMEN :—This county is the theatre of a civil war,and will soon be 
one of desolation, unless the citizens pi Nba adjoining counties lend im- 
rmons have assembled in large 


umbers in De Witt, prepared for war, and are continually pouring in 


a trom all-quarters where these detestable fanatics reside. 


The war is commenced! blood has.been shed—they shed it; they 


.waylaid and fired, upon a body of the citizens of Carroll county. and 


wounded some. ‘They are the aggressors—they, have been guiltyot 
our cit- 


“izens; and we think this one of the cases of emergency im which the 
_ people ought to take the execution of justice in their own hands. Spee- 
dy action is necessary; the progress of their imposition, insult and ap- 


.pression ought to be checked in the beginning. The people must act 


thar—they must act energetically. 


t is now. 12 o’clock at night—the Mormons are lurking around ‘our 
camp, and making preparations to attack us before day. Our numbers 
are much less than theirs, and we will have to act on the defensive un- 


_ til we procure more assistance. About two hours ago the Mormons 


hundred came to De 


v 


were re-inforced by sixty-two ‘mounted. men, well armed, from Far 
West; they are arrivingevery night; two nights ago it is thought ene 
Witt for the purpose of making war upon the 

people of this county. be 
nder such circumstances, you cannot fail to come forward immedi- 
ately. Can you not be here by Sunday or Monday at farthest? Come 
by fives and tens, if you cannot come by companies; bring all youcan. 
This is no false excitement or idle ramor—it is the cold reality too real. 
We will anticipate you immediately, and shall expect your co-operation 
and assistance in expelling the fanatics, who are mostly aliens by birth, 
and aliens in principle from the county. We must be enemies to the 


common enemies.of our laws, religion and country. 


Your triends-and fellow citizens, 
Congrave Jackson, James Jackson, Jr. Geo. Crigler, 
“Larkin K. Woods, ‘Johnson Jackson, © W*m. L. Banks, 

‘Thomas Jackson, John L.: Tomlin, Whitfield Dicken. 
Rolla M. Daviess, Sidney Woods, 
oP. S. Our guard was just now fired upon by the Mormons. Thev 
have become emboldened by their recent re-inforcements, and we will 


‘have to act on the defensive until assistance arrives. 


‘Statement of Adam C. Woods. 


1, the undersigned, Adam C.. Woods, a citizen of Howard county, do 
certify, that on the 6th day of October, 1838, in company with Capt. 
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|i. Congrave Jackson and others of Howard county, hearing of the Mor- 
_ mon difficulty at Dé Witt, contluded to go up there, and did go to in- 
terpose out good offices, and make peace between them and the Citi- 
' zéns. Whea we reached there, on last evening, we found under arms, 
~ina’mile or théreabout of Dé Witt, about two hundred citizens encamp- 
edand sentinels out.’ I did not go into De Witt; I was advised not to 
, go in, fearing that f would be injured. I was informed, and believe the 
“informatior to be true, that the Mormons at De Witt are between five 
“and six hundred, well armed. . I remained on last night in the camp of 
“the citizens, intending on this morning to go into town, and’endeavor 
‘tomake peace, but about midnight the ‘Mormons commenced firing’ on 
’ the sentinels placed out by the citizens, which was returned; there was 
ocrasional fiting at a distance dntil'day. From ‘the above occurrences 
“we were deterred from making any attempt with the Mormons for ~~ | 
peace, and I left on this day about 10 0’clock in the morning. © ~*~’ " 


‘Oct. 7, 1838. 


“Captain Bogart to-the Governor, 
Hory, Ray county, Mo., Oct.'13, 1838. | 


© Dear Sirx:—lI-avail myself of this opportunity, to inform you of the 
“present deplorable condition of ‘our country. I arrived home last night f 
from the second tour of duty to suppress “insurrections. Whén the ae) 
first campaign closed on Grand River, and the public was informed that | 
peace was restored, the citizens wio jived in Daviess and the adjoining 
counties knew, and expressed themselves, that the Mormons were de- 
‘termined to drive the citizens from Daviess county, which the Mor- 
- mons have since expressed. “The lives of the people of Daviess have 
beer threatened; many of them have fled for satety to the adjoining 
counties.» Whenever we meet'a Mormon hie is armed in the best man- 
ner, and continually throwing out his threats. 
Next: we Were ordered to Witt, in Carroll county, under Gen. H. 
G. Parks. When we arrived at Carrollton, we were informed that the 
people of Carroll and the Mormons, who were mostly Canadians, were 
assembled within a nile of each'éther, ready for battle. We were also 
told the Mormons of Caldweif were on their way to De Witt—ofe 
huidred more'expected to’ pass down that night; 1'went to Gen. Parks 
ahd requested him to permit me 10 ‘move my company on that road and 
prevent their passing, but he refused, and we lay there that day ‘and 
until midnight, at which time W. C. Williams came to the camp and 
told us the Morniouns were passing from Caldwell. I paraded my com- 
‘pany and marched‘to the Mormon roads, feaving Parks in’ Carrollton, 
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(d***k) incapable of knowing what was going on. The Mormons pass- © 
ed before I reached the road. The next day, Parks overtook us with 
the balance of the troops—we moved down near De Witt, and encamp- 
ed two days, without making one effort to disperse either party. I 
visited De Witt, in company with Parks, Dr. Ellis, McGee and several 
| others, and on the public highway, some half mile from the town, we” 


were met by a Mormon from Far West, who cocked his gun and pre- 
sented at ne, and commanded us to stop; this is a common thing with 


| them in this country—the public highways are guarded, Gen, Parks 
j returned home with his command, leaving over two hundred Mormons, 
well armed, in Carroll county, who came from Caldwell, after being ex- 


pee y ordered by Maj. Gen. Atchison to disperse them at all hazards. 
he people of Carroll and the Mormons have made a compromise. 
The Mormons are moving west—it is supposed they intend pushing the 
citizens out of Daviess; that county is in a state of great agitation— 

_ great excitement prevails there. The Daviess and Livingston county 
people, and many others, are on their way to Daviess county. with one 
field piece, with the determination te prevent their settling in that coun- 
ty atall hazards. If there 1s not sonte effective means taken to settle 
this aifficulty, much blood will be spilt soon; it will require a strong 
force. ‘Too many of our officers are seeking popularity with the Mor- 
mons, supposing their votes in time would,be of some service to them. 
You may rest assured times grow worse and worse here. The Mor- 

- mons embody themselves, keep out guardsjand refuse to let any per- 
son see their forces. Had you proceeded on to Daviess county, you could 
easily have convinced yourself of the state of things, which are despe- 
rate in the extreme; vou will no doubt be called on. I hope you wil 
take steps to make a final settlement of this matter—if it is not soon 


done, our country is ruined. | 
Your obedient servant, 


SAMUEL BOGART, 
| Captain in the late Volunteers, _ 


oe 


| The Sheriff of Daviess county to the Governor, (affidavit.) ' 


| I, William Morgan, sheriff of Daviess county, do certify, that on the > 
- 18th day of this instant, as | was going to Gallatin, I saw five men ride p 

off from the store of Jacob Stollings, and on walking fifty or sixty yards Bf 4 

_ further I perceived the house was on fire; I ran to the house where the 

clerk of the store boarded, say one hundred and fifty yards from the Bf j, 

store, and found no one there, Whilst:standing there, ] saw two other f, 

men ride by the store and make no stop, I then expected it was Mor-B x 

mons. On going home, one mile from town, | then learnt that the Mor-ff yi 

mons had driven off the clerk.and had fired the store. Since that they », 
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eave, and they, myself for one,have moyed our families to Livingstom 
county. Our county is in a desperate situation; they are burning and 
driving as they go. Itis reported by a prisoner that they turned loose 


Jast night, that they were to burn Mill Port, and 1 have no doubt of 


that ‘being the fact. 


I remain, yours with respect re 
"WILLIAM MORGAN, 


To L. W. Boaas. 


Affidavit of Philip Covington, — 
J, Philip Covington, an acting Justice of the Peace within and for 
said county, do certify, that on the 18th inst., one hundred or more 
Mormons marched to Gallatin and drove the citizens from said place, 
then robbed the store and post office, and burned said store ond office. 


On the 20th -of this instant, twenty-five armed Mormons came to my 


house, and gave me orders to leave the county against next morning, or 


‘they would be upon me and my family. Mvself with many other citt- 


zetis have left the county. They are now robbing and burning the 
dwellings 'of the defenceless citizens. Given under my hand, this 22d 


day of September, 1838. 
4 PHILIP COVINGTON, J. P. 


Col. Peniston to the Governor. 
Davigss Count Y, Mo., Oct. 1838. 
To His Excellency, the Governor of Missouri. " a 


Sir:—I deem it my duty, made so not only from the Jaw as an offi- 
eer, but also as an individual, to report and make known to your Ex- 
eellency, the unheard of and unprecedented conduct and high handed 
proceedings of the Mormons of this and Caldwell counties, towards 
the other citizens of this county, being myself one of the sufferers. 

On Monday, the 15th inst., we learned that the Mormons werecol- 
lecting in Far West, for the purpose of driving what they term the mob 
from this county, by which we understand the citizens that were not 
Mormons; and accordingly they have come, and their worst apprehen- 
sions have been already fulfilled. They have plundered or robbed and 
burned every house in Gallatin, our county seat, among the rest our post 


the Mormens) have ordered almost all the citizens of the conuty te | 
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office; have driven almost every individual from the county, who are 

- now flying before them with their faimilies, many of whom have been 
forced out without necessary clothiig; their wives and little. children 

- wading, in‘many instances, through the snow without a, shoe. When 
themiserable families are thus forced out, ‘their houses are plundered 
and burned; they are making this universal throughout the county. 
They have burned for me two ‘houses; and sir, think this not exagera- 

‘ tion, for all is not told; and for the truth of all and every statement here 
made, 1 pledge the honor of an officer and gentleman. _ 

These facts are made known to you, sir, hoping that your authority 
will be used to stop the course of this banditti of Canadian refugees, and 
restore us to our lost liomes, I neglected to state, that among the res‘, 
our County Treasurer’s Office has been also burned. I will only ask, 
in conclusion, can such procedings be submitted;to, in’ a government of — 
laws? I think not, and must answer my _.interrogatory—-no, not- — 
withstanding the political juggling of such men as David R. Atchison 

_ and some others, whose reports and circulations, setting.the conduct and 
character of the Mormons favorably before the community, are believed | 
‘hy the people of this county to be prompted by the hope of interest‘or 


- 


emolument, Tam yours, sir, 
With due regard, 
| mt WM. P. PENISTON, » 
: Cel. 60th Reg, 24 Brig. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 
P. S. Since writing the above, lhave procured the, testimony, on 
eath, of some six or eight persons, coroborating with my: statement, 


which accompanies this. PSP. 

; | This is to certify, that I was called upon last night to wait upon a 
| lady who was about te inerease her family; she had travelled.as she told 


} »me about eight miles in labour to get from the Mormons, who were en- 
7 gaged in driving off the ‘people from’ their homes, giving them only 
} about three days notice, plundering and robbing their houses. ~The 
‘fady ‘alladed to above; Mrs: Smith by name, stopped on the camp 
‘ground on the east of Daviess couhty, where she increased her family. 

| - 'There’was another lady who stopped on the camp ground, whose baby 
1 ‘was‘also at Mr. White’s this morning, who lives in Livingston 
county, who was on yesterday gel much injured in property by. the 
‘Mormons. Isaw'a good‘dea! of the mischief by them dene, and was 
told by Mrs. White that, in addition to the above, she received from 
them invectives; that they had plundered the house, taken cloths, and 
other articles; destroyed’ all their ‘bee stands; taken off drawing 
ehains, log chains, &c. The quantity of oats, fodder and corn taken 
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from White’s must have been considerable,,as they fed about two 
hundred horses, leaving on the ground where they fed a great deal of 
oats, &c. Given under my hand, this 22nd. October, 1838. ms 
| SAMUEL VENABLE. . 
I certify ‘that the above is a true copy of the instrument given, .. 
sworn to, and subscribed before me on 22nd of this. inst. this 22nd Oc-- ,, 


tober, 1838. 
“LEVI F..GABEN, J. ,,., 
Apidavit oft Jonathan J. Dryden... 


4 Jonathan J. Dryden, after being duly sworn,,deposeth and saith 
that-on the 21st October, 1838, he was taken as a prisoner, by. 
the ‘persons called’ Mormons from his wa, house, sick with the fever, 
and ‘carried him about one mile, and released him upon the account of | 
his health; and*While in custody, he was told by them they had ap- 
plied tothe. Governor divers of times.for protection, and he had never 
sent them any assistance, and now they had taken thelaw. in their own 
hands and they intended té have: the thing settled, because they believe 
the Governor to be as. big a mob man as any of them; and the.plunder | 
which they weré’now taking was to pay them back for the property | 
which they had lost in Jackson county, when they were driven from | | | 
there, and further this affiant saith not. - 

JONATHAN J. DRYDEN. 
The above sworn and subscribed before me, this 22nd day of this. 
| 


ADAM BLACK, J. P. 


Affidavit of James Stone, 


James Stone, aftér,beihg duly sworn, deposeth and saith: thaton the, 

20:h day of October, 1838, thé people called Mormons came to his. . 

house, and fold Wim ‘ifhe did not leave Daviess county, against next _ 

mornjng, at Sunrise, that they would take his head with their sword, 
and’ drew their sword and waved it at him, and said they would take 

his heart’s blood if he did not leave the county, and then this affiant . 

took them at their word, arid eft his house at ten o’clock in the night, | | : 

he and two other men; and went back next morning and his house. was. | 

| Wrobbed; and this’ affiant saith, on the 21st day, inst. that he, with sew- 

eralother men, saw the said pedple called Mormons, herding a number 

of cattle, the amount not known, he supposed to be about two acres 

| Bel ground éovered,-and they looked at them, until] they started them 

, towards Caldwell county, and further this affiant saith not. 
"JAMES STONE...“ 

The above sworn to end subscribed before me, this 22nd day of the. 


instant, 
ADAM BLACK, i P. 
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| Affidavit of Thomas J. Martin, 


I, Thomas J. Martin, after being duly sworn, do testify upon oath: 
that whereas I was returning from meeting on the 21st day of @ctober, 
1838, in Livingston county, I was intercepted and taken prisoner by 
the body of people called Mormons, who presented their guns and told 
me that I had one of two things to do, that was to relate to them all 
that I knew concerning the militia—their munitions &c. or to be laid on 
the sod and let birds eat me. They also took me about twelve milés, 
during which time I saw them rummage the house of Mr. White; Ialso 
saw them take four others, and they had some others that had been ta- 
ken before, some of whom they took to Adam-on-diahmon, and I have © 
not heard from them since. ' During the time I was a prisoner they told 
me that they did not intend to let any man stay in Daviess county, 
that was not friendly to them, and that they were doing the same to 
redress the injury received in Jackson county. | 


THOMAS J. MARTIN. 
The above sworn to and subscribed before me, this 22nd day of Or- 


tober, 1838. 
| ADAM BLACK, J. P. 


General Atchison to the Governor, | 
Lisenry, October 22, 1838. 


To His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief. 

Sin:—Almost everv hour I receive information of outrage and vio- 
lence-—of burning and plundering in the county of Daviess. It séems 
that the Mormons have become desperate, and act like mad-men; they 
have burned a store in Gallatin; they have burnt Millport; they have, it 
is said, plundered several houses; and have taken away the arms from 
divers citizens of that countv; acannon that was employed in the 
siege of De Witt, in Carroll county, and taken for a like purpoge to Da. 
viess county, has fallen into the hands of the Mormons. It is also re- 
ported that the anti-Mormons have, when opportunity offered, disarmed 
the Mormons, and burnt several of their houses, ‘ 

The great difficulty in settling this matter, seems to be in not bein 
able to identify the offenders. i am convinged that nothing short of 
driving the Mormons from Daviess county wij) satisfy the parties op- 

sed to them; and this ! have not the power to do, asI conceive, legal- 
y- There are no troops at this time in Daviess county, nor do | deem 
it expedient to send any there, for | am well convinced that it would but 
make matters worse; for, sir, I do uot feel diz,osed to disgrace myself, 
er permit the troops under my command to disgrace the State and 
themseives by acting the part of amob. If the Mormons are to be 
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iven from their homes, let it be done without any color of law, and 
’ if open defiance thereof; let it be done’ by volunteers acting upon their 
own regponsibilities. 
Hover, I deem it my duty to submit these matters to the Comman- 
der-1n-Chief, and will conclude by saying it wil! be my greatest pleasure 
to execute any order your Exceliency shall think proper to give im ° 
this matter with promptness, and to the very letter. 
“have the bonorto be, 
Your Excellency’s most serv’t. 
DAVID R. ATCHISON, 
Maj. Gen’!. 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 
N. B, . I herewith inclose to you a feport from General Parks; also’ 
ene from Capt. Bogart. e. D. R. A. 


Gen. Parks to General Atchisoh = | 


Baicape Heap Quarters, 2d Brig, 3d Div. 
Richmond, October 21, 1838. : 


Maj. Gen. D. R. ATCHISON. ‘ 


Str:—I received yours of the 16th inst. from Boonville, which I will 

» let remain until I see you. Ihave now returned from the county of | 
Daviess, and assure you this county is agitated by a deeper and more | 
desperate excitement than I have yet witnessed. I| left the place on ' 
Tuesday, the !6th inst, with two companies of mounted mem having | 
directed Col. Dunn to precede me to Daviess county, where | had i 
good evidence to believe the troops (militia) intended to act against } 


am-on-diahmon. Intending to co-operate with Gen. Doniphan ana ._ 

the remainder of-the troops, | had proceded on to the head waters of 
Crooked River, when a severe snow storm overtook us and-we were 
compelled to abandon the undertaking for the present. ‘Ihe troops | 
were dismissed until further orders, and the troops under Col. Dunn | 
had been ordered home by Gen. Doniphan, who came as far as Far 
West, from whence he returned home. J, with a partof my staff, pro- 
ceeded on to Far West, which I reached on Tuesday night, and learnin ! 
the Clay troops had gone home, I cetermine: to proceed to Daviesiand : | 
} examine the state of the:county. On Thursday 1 proceeded on to the - 
¥ town of Adam-on-dialimon, in Daviess county, and on the way heard — | 
the Mormons had burned a store house in Gallatin, belonging to Jacob 

. Stollings; I’sent ‘two men to see and learn the facts, and on their re : 
turn they confirmed the news, I saw at Adam-on-diahmon about five | 
hundred’Mormons under arms, all well armed, about two hundred of | 
them mounted. I asked them their motive in appearing in arms—theit 
answer was: “they intended to defend that place; they had been driven q 
‘from De Watt and other places, and heie they were determined to stand 


and die, rather than be driven from that.place.”” 
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pies I next visited Millport, and found on my way ‘down. the ridge, that, 
the inhabitants~had left their houses, ite all above Pennington have 
£ fled. ‘That county is in a worse state than at any former period, and _ 
I believe that the Mormons are now the aggressors, as have seeqyma- 
ny depredations which they have committed. I have certificates of _ 
their having taken arms from, the citizens .of Daviess forcibly...The | 
excitement in this county is more deep and full, of vengeance than I 
have yet seen it, and I would not be surprised if some signa: act of 
vengeance would be taken on these; fanatics. . Wednesda y next is fix- 
ed for a full and general meeting of the citizens of this county, to take 
| into consideration the steps necessary to be taken in this state of af- 
ee fairs, 1 do not know what to do. ..I will remain passive until I hear 
Ly from you. Ido not believe calling out the militia, would avail any . 
‘ thing towards restoring peace, unless they were called out in such force, . 
| as to fright the Mormons and drive them from the country. This 
| would satisfy the people, but I cannot agree to it. I hold myself ready 
a to execute as far as 1 can go, any order from you, and wish you to ad- 
vise the Commander-in-Chief as to the situation of the upper country; 
perhaps a visit from him would have some effeéct.in allaying the excite- 


anent. 
I remain, your ob’t serv’t. 
G. PARKS, Gen. 2d Brig. 3d Div. 
Captain Bogart to General Alchison. 
Erk Horn, Oct. 23, 1838. 
Gen. AtTcuisoN. 


ear Sin:—The Mormons have burnt Gallatin and Mill, Port, and 
have ravaged Daviess county, driven out the citizens, burnt the post 
office, taken all kinds of property from the citizens; have gone mto 
Livingston county, and taken the cannon {rom the citizens there; they. 
have threatened to burn Buncombe and Elk.Horn, and have been seen 
near, and on the line between Ray and Caldwell. In consequence of 
which I have ordered out my company to prevent, if possible, any out- ._ 
rage on the county of Ray, and to range the line between Caldwell and 
Ray, and await your orderand further assistance. I will campat Field's, _, 
12 miles. north of this, tonight. I learn tnat. the people,of Ray are’ , 
going’ to take the law into their own hands, and put an end to the Mor- 
mom'war. In haste, your obd’t serv’t, 
P. S. Please be explicit in-your express to me as to my van | 
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* Citizens of Ray county to the Governor. 
Mo., October. 23, 1838. 
‘To the Governor of the State of Missouri. 


Sir:—The alarming state of Daviess county, and the panic produced 
by the late movements of the Mormons in that county, have produced - 
a degree of excitement and alarm here, that has not been heretofore 


witnessed. The latest accounts from Daviess county that have reached 
us, say that all theinhabitants of Daviess county have left, and sought 
refuge in Livingston or this county. Thestore house of Jacob Stol- 
ungs in Gallatin was robbed and burned by the Mormons; the post 
office kept there was also destroyed, and we believe that the houses 
of five or six of the inhabitants of Daviess have been destroyed by fire, 


the property taken away, and the women and children obliged to flee. 


‘Lhe arms of all the citizens in Daviess, they could find, have been ta- 
ken by them forcibly; ‘they have carried away the cannon from Living- 
ston county, and have it now in their possession. 
__ The Mormons/have robbbed George Worthrington, P. M. at Galla- 
tin, of his notes and property, to the amount of nearly $2,000. In 
short, the news from them reaches us hourly, that they are destroying 
the property of the citizens they cannot carry away, and al! that they 
can carry away, they take. Blood and plunder appears to be their ob- 
ject, and those who do not join with them in their incendiary conduct, 
- are banished from Caldwell, and all those of other counties who are op- 
sed to them, are threatened. It is the desire of the citizens that his 
Racitlone would visit this section of country and call out a sufficient 
number of troops to put a stop to the further ravages of these fanatics. 
If some such measures are not taken shortly, the whole conntry will be 
everrun. We now firmly believe they are aggressors, and say they 
will indemnify themselves for losses in Jackson ana Carroll. @ ar 
not alarmists, and have had no fears until lately that these fanatics 
would have dared to behave as they have lately. ‘There seems to be 
but one opinion here on the subject, and that is, unless a military force 
is breught to act against them, and that shortly, they will destroy as 
far as they areable. We think it our duty to advise you of these 


things. Very respectfully, 
R. 8. Mitchell, » G, Lenhart, George Woodward, 
John N. Hughes, John C. Richardson, LewisS.Jacobs, — 
_ Thos. McKinney, M. P. Long, Berry Huges, 
Jesse Comer, James S. Bell, Wm. Hudgins, P. M. 


T, L.D.W. Shaw, J. Brown, sheriff, 
We are deficient in arms, if there are any to _ we wish them 
brought up here. | 


. HUDGINS. 
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y | OF Burch to the Governor. 
3 -Ricumonp, Mo., October 23, 183g. 
Yo His Excellency, the Governor of Missouri. 


The Mormon difficulties are arising and have arisen here to an alar- 
ming height. It is said (and I believe truly,) that they have recently 
robbed and burned the store house of Mr. J. Stollings, in Gallatin, Da-- 
viess county, and that they have burned several dwelling houses of the © 
aitizens of Daviess, taken their arms from them, and have taken some 
provisions. 

Mormon dissenters are daily flying to this eounty for refuge from the 
ferocity of the prophet Jo Smith, who, they say, threatens the lives of ' 
all Mormons who refuse to take up arms.at his.bidding or to do his com- 
mands. ‘Those dissenters (and they are numerous,) all confirm the re 
ports concerning the Danite Band,of which you have doubtless heard 
much, and say that Jo infuses into the minds of hjs followers a spirit of 
insubordination to the laws of the land, telling them that the Kingdom 
of the Lord is come, which is superior to the institutions of the earth, 
2 aga them to fight, and promises them the spoils of the- 

tlies. 

A respectable gentleman, of my acquaintance, from Livingston, is. 
here now, who informs me that the Mormons are robbing the citizens of 
Livingston, on the borders ef Caldwell, of their corn and whatever else 
they want; that they have taken a cannon from Livingston county, and 
are prowling about the country, aregularly forméd banditti. ‘That the 
prophet Jo Smith has persuaded his Church, that they are not, and ought 
not to be amenable to the laws of the land, and is still doing it I have 
no doubt. ‘The Danite Band, as 1 am informed by numbers of the 
most respectable of the Mormons, (who are now dissenters,) binds them. 


. ¢0 support the High Council of the Mormon Church and one another 


ia all things, whether right or wrong, and that even by false swearing. 
Ihave taken much pains to be informed correctly about this Danite 
Band, and‘ am well satisfied that my information as above stated is. 
correct. Ihave no doubtybut that Jo Smith is 2s lawless and consum- 


_ mate a scoundrel, as ever was the veiled prophet of Chovassin. I be- 


Reve the crimina! law in Caldwell eounty cannot be enforced upon a 
Mormon. Grand Juries there will not indict. Jo declares,in his pub- 
lic addresses, that he ean revolutionize the: United States, and that if 
Py he will do it. ‘This declaration has been heard by Colonel 

illiams of this place, and other gentlemen of equal veracity. I have 
hoped that the civil authorities would prove sufficient for the exigeney 
ef the case, but } am now convinced that it is not, so long as indiet- 
ments have to be found by a jucy of the county in which the offence: 
may be committed. 

L do not pretend to have wisdom enough to make a suggestion. as to 
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what your Pixcellency should do. The evil is alarming, beyond all. 
deubt. Isuggest the foregoing facts consideration. 
I am, very respectfully, 
obedient servant 
THOS. C. BURCH. 


P. S. Judge King will give you some information by the next mail. 


Proceedings of a public meeting in Ray county. 


At a very numerous public meeting, held at the court house, in Rich~ — 
mond, Ray county,on Wednesday the 24th day of October, 1838, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the difliculties of the Mor- 
mons: 
The object of the meeting having been explained by Thos.'C. Burch, 
Esq., the following resolutions were unanimously adopted, after read- 
ing the reportof Chas, R. Morehead, Wm. Thornton and Jacob Gudg- 
_ el, which is hereunto attached, to-wit: 

Resolved, That the report here made, by Charles R. Morehead, Wm. 
‘Thorton and Jacob Gudgel, Esqs. be transmitted by express to the Go- 
vernor of this State, together with these resolutions. : 

Resolved, That this meeting have the most implicit confidence in said 
report, as well from the known veracity of said gentlemen, as from nu- 
ere other facts and circumstances in our knowledge, corroborating 

e same. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting. the time has arrived, 
_ when itis the imperious duty of the Executive, by an armed force, to 
, the insurrection put on foot by the Mormons, and ihat ‘to effect 

e same, the civil authorities are wholly inadequate. 

— Resolved, That Wiley C. Williams and Amos Rees, Esqs. be request- 

ed ty visit the Governor, and lay before him the proceedings of this 

meeting, aod urge upon him the necessity of ordering out, torthwith | 

an armed force against the Mormons, sufficient to mect the ‘emer- 
ncy. 

Resolved, That we view, with the utmost concern, the conduct of the 
Mormons ia the counties of Daviess and Livingston, and that immedi- 
ate action is necessary for the protection of our property and homes 
from this !awless banditti. 

Resolved, That, herevofore as citizens desiring to abide hy the laws of 
‘theland, we have been disposed to see this people called Mormons, dealt 
with for their offences by the civil authorities; but that 1a the opinion 
of this meeting, from‘their past and present lawless course, a resort to 
the Jaws will be worse than useless, and wholly iosufficient to aflord 
the country that protection to which she ts entitled, 

Resolved, That we appeal to the Governor of this State, to give the 
people of upper Missouri protection from this fearful body of theves 
and robbers. 
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Resolved, That it would. at this time, be inexpedient to take any of- 
fensive step, but that we should, at present, act on the defensive. 
Resolved, That all who have, in good faith, renounced the Mormohk. 
religion should be protected, either in this county or Caldwell, during 
the present excitement. 
Resolved, That some men should now be raised to go to the northern 
border of this county, and guard it from intrusion by the Mormons, te 
act entirely on the defensive for the present, and that Gen. Parks be 
requésted to raise three companies for that purpose, or that they be 


raised by volunteers. 
Report of Messrs. Morehead, Thornton and Gudgel. 


The undersigned, having on Monday morning last learned that the 
Mormons had burned Millport,in Daviess county, in addition to burning 
Stollings’ store in Gallatin, in said county, and of their having threaten- 
edto burn the store in Buncombe settlement, in this county, and feel- 
ing an anxiety to know the truth in relation to said reports, left this 
place, Richmond, on that (Monday morning,) and proceeded to Mill 
Port; they, however, previously called at Judge Morin’s, who lives about 
a quarter of amile from Mill Port, who informed them that all they had 
learned was substantially true, and that much more had been done by 
the Morimons than the people of this county had been informed of. He 
went ‘With us to Mill Port, where we found all the houses in ashes, ex- ' 
cept a Grocery storehouse belonging to a Mr. Slade, and a house in 
which Mr. Wilson McKinney had lived; we also found the house of 
- Robert Peniston near Mill Port burned. The horsemill belonging to 
him, Peniston, was taken down, the stones, bolting chest, &c., lying 
out some distance from the shed, and the shed yet standing. Mr. Mo- 
rin informed us that the. burning was done on Sunday night last; that 
on the next day he saw Mormons there and saw them taking off beds 
and other things belonging to Wilson McKinney; we also saw some fur- 
 niture, which we understood from Mr. Morin, belonged to Mr. McKin- 
ney, standing out in the commons, and which seemed to have been ri- 
fled of its contents. Mr. Morin expected, on the day that we were 
there, that the Mormons would be there (at Mill Port) to move off the 
remaining property, and to burn the balance of the houses; he stated ~ 
to us that he considered his situation a precarious one; that he had been 
permitted to stay thus long owing to his having no wagons to move 
with, but that he expected to get wagons that day, and intended moving 
into Richmond immediately. He said that the county was entirely de- 
serted by the inhabitants, excepting himself and a few others besides the 
‘ Mormons, and expressed it as his belief, that the corn from his house to — 
?Diahmon would all be gathered, and hauled into ’Diahmon by the Mor- 
mons in forty-eight hours from that time; he also stated to us, that he was. 
at Diahmon a few days previously, and saw a company of men {Mor- 
mons) ¢ome into camp with a drove of cattle, amounting to about one. 
hundred head, which he supposed belonged to other citizens; he alse. 
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saw a man in the possession of a Mormon, which he was very certain | 


belonged to Wm. Morgan, a citizen of Daviess county. Mr. Morin 


looked upon these Mormons, who were then at ’Diahmon, (amounting _ 


he supposed to about six hundred men,) as a band of robbers and despe- 
radoes; he advised us very strongly to go no further, not to attempt to 
go to ’Diahmon ot Far West, that we would gather nothing by doin 
so; in addition to which, we there learned that the county on the nor 
side of Grand River and west of him was certainly deserted, except by 
the Mormons, and had been for several days—that the houses were 
all burned, or to use his own words. that it was a complete waste.’ 
Mr. Morin also informed us, that the Mormons had ordered the other 
_ eitizens out of the county, and that he, too, had been ordered to leqve; 


he appeared very anxious that. we should not be seen at his housé by 


‘any Mormon—that it should not be known that he had given any infor- 
mation, or expressed any thing unfavorable towards them, until he got 


away, 


_ We did not visit Gal!atin, but understood from Mr. Morin and others 
whom we met moving into this county, that all the houses in that pace 


were burned, @xcept a shoemaker’s shop, belonging toa Mr. Borwell. 


C. R. MOREHEAD, 

WM. THORNTON, 

JACOB GUDGEL, . 
Richmond, Mo., Wednesday, October 24, 1838. 


Hon. A. A. King to the Governor. 
Oct. 24, 1838. 


Dear Sir:—As Mr. Williams will be to see you in reference te our 
Mormon difficulties, and will be able to say all to you, perhaps, that can 
be said, 1deem it a duty, notwithstanding, to give you such information 
as | have sought and obtained, and it is such that 1 assure you may be 


relied on. 
Our relations with the Mormons are such that I am perfectly satisfied 


the arm of the ‘civil authority is too weak to give peace to the 


country. Until lately, 1 thought the Mormons were disposed to act on- 
ly on the defensive, but their recent conduct shows that they are the 
gressors, and that they intend to take the law into their own hands. 
Of their recent outrages in Daviess county, you have doubtlessly heard 
much already; of their gourse of conduct in Daviess, | will give you the 
general facts, for to give particulars would far transcend the limits of a 
letter. 

~ On Sunday, before they marched to Daviess, Jo Smith made 
known his views to the people, and declared the time had come when 
they would avenge their own wrongs, and that all who was not for 
them, and take up arms with them, should be considered against them; 
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that their property should be confiscated, and their lives also be forfeit- 
ed. With this declaration and much else said by Smith, calculated te 
excite the people present, the next day was set to meet and see who 
wis for them and who against them, aad under such severe penalties 
there was none that I Jeain who did not turn out, and about three or 
four hundred men, with Smith at their head, marched to Daviess; this 
was on ‘Tuesday; the next day was the snow storm, ani upon Thurs- 
day they commenced their ravages upon the citizens, driving them from 
their houses and taking their property. Between eighty and one hun- 
dred men went to Gallatin, pillaged houses and the store of Mr. Stol-’ 
Yings and the post office and then burned the houses; they carried off 
the spoils on horseback and in wagons, and now have them,I under- 
stand, in a storehouse near their camp. Houses have been robbed of 
their contents, beds, clothing, furniture, &c., and all deposited, and they 
term it a consecration tothe Lord. At this time there is not a citizen 
in Daviess except Mormons. Many have been driven without warn- 
ing—others have been allowed, a few hours to start. The stock of the 
ejtizens have been seized upon, killed and salted’ up byghundreds. From 
fifty to one hundred wagons are now einployed in hauling in the corn 
from the surrounding country. They look for a force against them, and . 
are consequently preparing for a siege, buildingblock houses, &c. They 
have lately organized themselves into a band. of what they call Danites, 
and sworn to support their leading men in all they say and do, right or 
wrong, and further to put to instant death those who will betray them. 
There is another band, of twelve, called the Destructives, whose duty it 
is to watch the movements of men, and of committees, and to avenge 
themselves for supposed wrongful movements against them, by private- 
ly burning houses, property ond even laying in ashes towns, &c. 

I find | ans running out my letter too much in detail; I do not deem‘ 
it necessary to give you a minute detail of all the facts of which | am 

ossessed, but | give you the above in order that you may form some 

idea of the disposition of these people. ‘The Mormons expect to settle 
the affair at the point of the sword, and J am well warranied in saying 
to you that the people in this quarter of the State look to you for that 
protection which they believe you will aflord when you have Jearned 
the facts. Ido net pretend to advise your course nor make any sug- 
gesjions other than what I have stated, that it is utterly useless for the 
civil authorities to pretend to interpose. The country is in great com- 
motion and J can assure you that either with or without authority, 
something will shortly have to be done. | 

Ihope you will lct me hear from you by tNe return of Mr. Williams, 
and if you should come up the country shortly, it willl give me pleas- 
ure to take the trouble to see you. | 
Iam, very 
AUSTIN A. KING., 
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Affidavit of Henry Marks. 
Being requested by a committee of the citizens of Ray county to 


make a statement of such facts as are within my knowledge relative te © 


the Mormons, I have to say that I came to Far West the 17th of April’ 
last, and have lived there ever since. I have never been a member of 
the Mormon Church, but my parents are. I am about the age of eigh- 
teen years. I have lived at the house of Sidney Rigdon the most of 
the time. I have heard the prophet Smith, in a public address, say he 
would like to have a play spell of the whole United States (in a fight 


as I took This was on the election day last August. I have often 


heard the Mormons say they would as soon shoot the dissenters that 
eome out and talked against them, as to shoot any thing else. I have 
heard divers Mormons say that they burnt the store of Mr. Stollings 
in Daviess county. David W. Patten had the command of the compa- 
ny that went to Gallatin. The Mormons say that they did not burn 
the goods, but hauled them off—said Patten went by the name of Capt. 
Fearnaught. A few davs ago I heard a company Moimons, who 
had been to Daviess county, say they had taken from the citizens of 
Daviess county about twenty-four horses and thirty-two guns, and it 
was said by Mormons abont there that it was done.to make up, for loss- 
es in Jackson county—when the company came up who took the guns 


and horses, I heard Sidney Rigdon shout three times “Hosannah to the » 


Victors,” and made then a speech exhorting them not to fear, and te 


keep up courage. 


x 


October 24, 1838. HENRY MARKS. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me on the day above written. 
HENRY JACOBS, J. P. of Ray county. 


Affidavit of Adam Black. 


I, Adam Black, agitizen of Daviess.county, do state as follows, te 
wit: that,on the 11th day of October, 1838, Mr. Henry Lee was driven 
from his house in said county; he stated that the Mormons came to his 
house and ordered him to leave immediately or he would suffer; that he 
was in danger; that there was a gener:| insurrection going to take 
place, and he had better get away, and Mr. Lee left home on the 15th 
inst. ‘The Post rider stated to the citizens of said county, that the aht- 
izens of Caldwell were paraded in Far West for the purpose of march- 


- ing to Daviess county, to drive all of the citizens out of that county 


that were not friendly towards them. On the 16th, the Mormons 
marched into said county, from two to five hundred, supposed to be. 
On the 17th, they went to several of the citizens of said county, and 
took their arms and ammunition, and said they intended to drive all of 


the mob out of the county. On the 18th, they marched about one *‘ 


bundred or more men, well armed, to Gallatin, and drove ‘he citizens 
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of said town, and robbed the store and Post Office, and burned the said 
store house and office; they went to G. Worthrington’s, P. M. of said’ 
office, and drove him out of his house, and robbed it and burned it; they. 
went to several other citizens on the same day and ordered them to 
leave the county against the next day, or they wouid take their lives. 
On the 19th, they marched through the county and drove a number of 
the citizens from said county and robbed their houses and burnt them. 
My house was one amongst the rest; about 12 o’clock the same night 
they were seen burning down 5 houses in Gallatin, the county seat of 
Daviess county. On the 20th, they were seen marching three hundred 
men through the county, al: well armed, driving the citizens before 
them, robbing their houses, threatning their lives, if they did not leave. 
The smoke was seen rising from several buildings by the citizens of — 
Daviess county. On the 21st, they marched about four hundred to one 
Mr. Wm."Osburn’s in Daviess county; Mr. Osburn not being at home, 
they threatened the life of this wife, ordered her out of her house, put- 
ting the muzzles of their guns against her, and punching her with them, 
and shoved her out of her house and told her to leave there, and plun- 
dered ard robbed her house. They then marched across Grand River, 
to the north side, to Esquire Dryden’s, and took two saddles, and one 
pair of saddle bags; took his son and nephew prisoners—marched to 
Mr. White’s in Livingston county, threatning in the presence of Mra. 
White, if her husband was at home they would take his life; plundered 
her house; took a quantity of their clothing, several log chains and 
draw chains; took and destroyed about fifty bushels of oats; trod down 
the fences, rode through his field of corn, and destroyed a quantity of 
corn; took five bee stands. They plundered two other houses in Liv- 
ingston county, and took two prisoners, a Mr. Dryden and Mr. Martin, 
as they were returning from preaching. ‘They then marched for their 
city in Daviess county, Adam-on-diahmon; and on their way they took 
five other men prisoners. In marching a short distance, they discharged. 
three of the prisoners—they carried six others on about, twelve miles, 
where they passed through a large company of footmen; there they dis- 
charged some others of the prisoners, and one of the prisoners states, 
when he returned, there was a company came with him to Mill Portta - 
burn said place—the light of the fire was seen, and next morning the — 


- smoke was seen rising from five houses by Mr. Osburn. 


It is also stated by Col. Peniston, it (the town) is burnt into ashes. | 
It is stated by Mr. Stone and two other men; that on the 2ist, they — 
saw the Mormons driving a large drove of cattle from Daviess county 
towards Caldwell county—Mr, Osburn states he has lost forty-one or 
forty-two head of cattle—they have taken several horses from the citi- 
zens the amount not. known—they have also taken a quantity of pork 
hogs, the amount not known. It is supposed from the best informa- 
tion there is about eight hundred or upwards, well armed, embodied in 
said county, and near about all the citizens of said county have left 
their homes, and moved their families to Livingston county. There is 
not a single officer left in said county to execute the laws of our land; 


be 
, ; 

. 
; 
| 
\ | 
if 
7 
‘ 
t 
‘ 
} 
ag 


57 


and in behalf of the citizens of said county, and in my own behalf, I 
ask of the Executive of the State to be reinstated in our homes, and 
the necessary and legal steps be taken to recover our property, and 


bring the offenders to justice. | 
ADAM BLACK. 
Affidavit of Thomas B. March. 
At the request of a committee of the citizens of Ray county, I make 


the following statement in relation to the recent movements, plans, 
- and intentions of the Mormons in the counties of Caldwell and Da- 


viess: 


county, a call was made by the Mormons at Far West, in Cald wel] coun- 


ty, for volunteers to go to Daviess county to disperse the mob, as they- 


said. On the day before this, Joseph Smith, the prophet, had preached, 


in which he sa‘d; that all the Mormons who refused to take up armsy if | 


“necessary in difficulties with the citizens, should be shot or otherwise 


put to death; and as | was there with my family, [ thought it most pru- . 


dent to go, and did go with my wagon as the driver. e marched to 
Adam-on-diahmon, and found no troops or mob in Daviess county. 
Scouting parties frequently went out and brought in intelligence that 
they had seen from three to five hundred men. We got to ’Diahmon 
on Tuesday evening, and on the next day a company of about eighty of 
the Mormons, commanded by a man fictitiously named Capt. Fear- 
naught, marched to Galldtin. They returned and said they had run off 
from Gallatin twenty or thirty men, and had taken Gallatin—had taken 
one prisoner, and another had joined the company. 1 afterwards learn- 
ed from the Mormons that they had burnt Gallatin, and that it was 
done by the aforesaid company that marched there. ‘The Mormons in- 
formed me that they had hauled away all the goods from the store in 
Gallatin, and deposited them at the Bishop’s store houses at.’ Dianon. 
On the same day, Lyman Wight marched about eighty horsemen for 
Mill Port. He returned before night and called for Joseph Smith and 
Hiram Smith, to report to them (said Hiram being counsellor of said 
Joseph the prophet) and said Wight-reported that he had been in sight 
of Mill Port—saw no one to fight—but that the people generally had 
gone and left their houses and property. The prophet, on hearing the 


roperty was left, commenced a reply, and said: “we had better see to 


it,” when Wight stopped him by saying “never mind, we will havea 

rivate council,” and Smith replied “very well.” The private coumeil 

did not hear. The men were determined to go to their camps. The 
same evening a number of footmen came up from the direction of Mill 
Port laden with property which I was informed consisted of beds, 
-cloeks and other Keasthehd furniture. The same night I think about 
three wagons were despatched for about forty bee gums, and the next 
day I saw several gums, when they were splitting them up and taking 


Shortly after the settlement of the difficulties at De Witt, in Carroll 
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the honey and burning the gums, in which business of taking out the 
honey, but few were engaged, for fear as they said, they would be call- 
ed on as witnesses against them. When Wight returned from Mill 
Part and informed Smith that the people were gone and the property 
left, Smith asked him if they had left any of the negroes for them, and 
Wight replied, no; upon which some one laughed, and said to Smith 
“vou have lost your negro then.” During the same time, a company, 
ealled the Fur Company, were sent out to bring in fat hogs and cattle, 
ealling the hogs, bears, and the cattle buffaloes. They brought in at 
one time seven cattle and at another time four or five belonging to the 
people of Daviess. Hogs were brought in dead, but I know not how 
many,] saw only two. They have among them a company consisting 
ef all that are considered true Mormons, called the Danites, who have 
taken an oath to support the heads of the church in all things that they 
say or do, whether right or wrong; many however of this band are 
‘much dissatisfied with this oath, as being against moral and religious 
orinciples. On Saturday last, 1 am informed by the Mormons that they 
had a meeting at Far West, at which they appointed a company of 
twelve, by the name of the Destruction Company, for the purpose of 
burning and destroying; and that if the people of Buncombe came to. 
do mischief upon the people of Caldwell, and committed depredations 
upon the Mormons, they were to burn Buncombe, and if the people of 
Clay, and Ray made any movements against them, this destroying com- 
pany were to burn Liberty and Richmond. ‘This burning was to be 


. done secretly, by going as incendiaries. At the same meeting, Ll was 


informed, they passed a decree that no Mormon dissenter should leave 
Caldwell county alive; and that such as attempted to do it, should be 
shot down, and sent to tell their tale in eternity. In a conversation 
between Dr. Avard and other Mormons, said Avard proposed to start 
a pestilence among the Gentiles, as he called them, by poisoning their 
corn, fruit &c, and saying it was the work of the Lord; and said Avard 
advocated lying for the support of their religion, and said it was no 
harm to lie for the Lord. ‘The plan of said Smith, the prophet, is to 
take this State, and he professes to his people to intend taking tue Uni- 


ted States,and ultimately the whole world. This is the belief of the 


ehurch, and my own opinion of the prophet's plans and intentions. It 
ismy opinion that neither said Joseph Smith, the prophet, nor any one 
of the principal men, who is firm i the faith, could be indicted for any 


‘ offence in the county of Caldwell. ‘The prophet inculcates the notion, 


and it is believed by every t:ue Mormon, that Smith’s prophecies are 
eaperior to the law of theland. Ihave heard the prophet say that he 
should yet tread down his enemies, and walk over their dead bodies; 
that if he was not let alone he would be a second Mahomet to this gen- 
eration, and that he would make it one gore of blood from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean; that like Mahomet, whose motto, 
in treating for peace, was “the Alcoran, or the Sword,” se should it be 
eventually with us, “Joseph Smith orthe Sword.” ‘These last state- 
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ments were made during the last summer. The numberof armed mea 


at Adam-on-diahmon was between three and four hundred. 
THOMAS B. MARCH. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me the day herein written. 
HENRY JACOBS, J. P. Ray county Mo. 


Richmond Mo. Oct. 24, 1838. 
Affidavit of Orson Hyde. 


The most of the statements in the foregoing disclosure of Thomas 


B. March, I know to be true, the remainder I believe to be true. _ 
ORSON HYDE. 
Richmond, 24, 1838. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me on the day above written. 
aes HENRY JACOBS J. P. 


The undersigned committee, on the part of the citizens of Ray 
county, have no doubt, but Thomas B. March and Orson Hyde, whose 
names are signed to the foregoing certificates, have been members of 
the Mormon Church in full fellowship until very recently, when they 


voluntarily abanconed the Mormon Church and faith, and that said . 


March was at the time of his dissenting the president of the twelve 
Apostles, and president of the Church at Far West, and that said Hyde 
was at that time one of the twelve Apostles, and that they left the 
Church and abandoned the faith of the Mormons from a conviction of 
their immorality and imptety. 

Thos C, Burch, George Woodward, Morehead, 
William Hudgins, J. R. Hendley, O. H. Searcy, 


_ Henry Jacobs, 
Richmond, October 24, 1838. 


Messrs. Williams and Rees to General Clark. 
Denoss’s, Midnight, Oct. 25,.1838. 


Maj. Gen. Joun B. Crarx. 


We write you a hasty letter from this point to give you authentic in- 
formation as to the appalling situation of the county in the neighbor. 
hood of the Mormons. We are on our way as expresses to the Gov- 
ernor conveying the following information: That these wretched fa- 
Ratics have thrown off all restraints, and are destroying all before them 
—they have burned Gallatin the county seat of Daviess—taken the 
goods from J. Stollings’ store, and burned the house—they have burned 


the village of Mill Port in Daviess, and have bhgrned almost every e 


house from Gallatin and Mill Port north, with y others in other 
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ing been killed in the fight as is supposed. We have but little hope 


60 


parts of the county, and plundered the whole country of the property 
of the inhabitants—they say themseives that they have taken thirty 
thousand dollars worth of property. We have this moment received 
an express informing us that they, this morning at day light, attacked 
Capt. Bogart’s company of fifty men, with three hundred Mormons, 
and defeated him, killing some ten men, wounding many others and ta. 
ken most of the remainder prisoners. Many of the Mormons _hav- 


frgm these wretched desperadoes, but that they will-kill all those pris- 
oners. This attack was made in Ray county. Capt. Bogart had been 
stationed on the northern line of the county to patrol and guard it, the 
Mormons having threatenec to invade that county. They have de- 
termined to attack and burn Richmond to night, and we have but little 
doubt but that they will attempt it. The women and children. have 
all ,eft Richmond, and are leaving the county, flying for protection to 
Livingston and elsewhere. These cre.tures will never stop until they 
are stopped by the stronghand of force, and something must be done 


and that speedily. There is no kind of doubt but that all the alarm, 


with much more that we have not time to write is true and you may 
Yours respectfully, 

WILEY C. WILLIAMS, 


AMOS REES. 


Letter from Woods and Dickson. 


a Carrollton, Mo., Oct. 24, 1838. | 

Sin:—We were informed Jest night by an express from Ray county, 
that Capt. Bogartand all his company amounting to between fifty and 
sixty men, were massacred by the Mormons at Buncombe, twelve miles 
north of Richmond, except three. This statement you may rely on 
as being true, and last night they expected Richmond to be laid in ash- 


> 


es this morning. We could distinctly hear cannon, and we know the } 


Mormons had one in their possession. Riehmond is about twenty-five 


miles west of this place on a straight line. We know not the hour or 


minute we will be laid in ashes—our county is ruined; for God sake give 
us assistance as quick as possibie. 


SARSHEL WOO 
‘ JOSEPH DICKSON. 
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"The Governor to.General Clark. 


Heap Quarters or THE Minti, ) 
| City of Jefferson, Oct. 27, 1838. 
Gen. Jonn B. Crank. | 
Sin:—Since the order of this morning to you, directing you to cause” 
four hurdred mounted men to be raleid within your Division, I have 
received by Amos Rees Esq. of Ray county and Wiley C. Williams 
Esq. one of my aids, information of the most appalling character, 


3 which entirely changes the face of ee . and places the Mormons in 


the attitude of an* open and avowed defiance of the laws, and of shav- 
ing made war ifpon the people of this State. Your orders are, there- 
fore, to hasten your operations with all possible speed. The Mormons 
must be treated as enemies, and must be exterminated or driver from 
the State if necessary for the public peace—their outrages are beyond 
all description. If you can increase your force, you are authorized to 
do so to any extent you may consider necessary. Ihave just issued 
orders to Maj. Gen. Willock, ef Marion county, to raise five hundred 
men, and to march them to the northern part of Daviess, and there 
unite with Gen. Doniphan, of Clay, who has been ordered with five 
hundred men tc proceed to the same point far the purpose of intercep- 
ting the retreat of the Mormons to the north. ‘They have been diree- 
ted to communicate with you by express, you can also communicate 
with them if you find it necessary. insted therefore of proceeding-as 
at first directed to-reinstate the citizens of Daviess in their homes, you 
will proceed immediately to Richmond and then operate against the 
Mormons. Brig. Gen. Parks,of Ray, has been erdered to have four 
hundred of his Brigade in readiness to join you at Richmond. The 
whole force will be placed under your command. 
] am very respectfully, 
your ob’t serv’t, 


L. W. BOGGS, Commander-in-Chief.. 


E.M. Ryland to Messrs. Rees and Williams. 
Lextneron, 6 o’clock, p. m. Oct. 25, 18388. 


To Messrs; Amos Rees and Wiley C. Williams. 


, Gentiewen:—This letter is sent on after you on express, by Mr. Bry- 
ant of Ray county, since you left this morning. Mr. C. R. Morehead 
came here on express for men to assist in repelling a threatened attack 


~ upon Richmond to-night. - He brought news that the Mormon armed 
jorce had attacked Capt. Bogart this morning at daylight, and had cut 
off his whole company of fifty’men. Sinceél Mr. Morehead left Rich- 


mond, one of the company (Bogart’s) had come in and reported that 


é 


eg 
ly eg 
ty 
> 
Ps 
¥ 
e 
| 
n 
e 
> 
5 
“ 
% 
P 
2 
y 
st 
| 
a 
ul 


— 


; 62 


there were ten of his comrades killed, and the remainder were taken 
prisoners, after many of them had been severely wounded; he stated 
further, that Richmond would be sacked and burned by the Mormon | 
banditti to-night. Nothing can exceed the consternation which this 
news gives rise to. ‘The women and children are flying from Richmond - 
in every direction. A number of them have repaired to Lexington, 
amongst Whom is Mrs. Rees; we will have sent from this county since 
1 o’clock this evening, about one hundred well armed and daring men, 
perhaps the most efiective our country can boast of. ‘They will cer- 
tainly give them (the Mormons) a warm reception at Richmond te 
night. You will see the necessity of hurrying on to the City of Jeffer- 
son, and also of imparting correct information to the public as vou go 
sleall My impression is, that you had better send one of your num- 
ber to Howard, Cooper and Boone counties, in order that volunteers 


_ may be getting ready, and flocking to the scene of trouble as fast as 


possible. ‘They must make haste and a3 a stop to the devastation 
which is menaced by these infuriated fanatics, and they must go pre- 
pared and with the full determination to exterminate or expel them from 
the State enmasse. Nothing but this can give tranquility to the publie 
mind, and reestablish the supremacy of the laws. There must be ne 
further delaying with this question any where. The Mormons must 
leave the State, or we will—one and all. And to this complexion it, 
must come at last. We have great reliance upon your ability, discre 
tion and fitness for the task you have undertaken, and we have only 


time to say, God speed you. Yours truly, 
| E. M, RYLANDY 


Gommander-in-Chief to Gen. John B. Clark. 


Heap Quarters or Tue Mititia, 
i City of Jefferson, Oct. 26, 1838. 
Gen. Jonn B. Crarg, 1st Div, Mo. Mi. 

Sir:—A pplication has been made to the Commander-in-Chief by the 
citizens of Daviess county, in this State, for protection, and to be re- 
stored to their homes and property: with intelligence that the More 
mons, with an armed force, have expelled the inhabitants of that coun- 
ty from their homes, have pillaged and burnt their dwellings, driven off 
their stock, and were destroying their erops. That they (the Mormons) 
have burnt to ashes the towns of Gallatin and Mill Port in said coun- 
ty; the former being the county seat of said county, including the clerk's 
office, and all the public records of the county, and that there is net 
now a civil officer within said county. 

The Commander-in-Chief, there/ore orders, that there be raised from: 
the Ist, 4th, Sth, 6th and 12th Divisions of the Militia of this State, 
four hundred men, each tobe mounted and armed as infantry or rifle- 
men, each man to furnish himself with at least fifty rounds of ammuni- 
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tion and at ‘east fifteen days’ provisions. The troops from the fst, Sth, 
6th and 12th Divisions will rendezvous at Fayette, in Howard county, 
on Saturday, the 3d day of next month, (November,) at which point 
thev will receive further instructions as to their line of March. You 
will, therefore cause to be raised, the quota of men required of -your 
Division (four hundred men,) without delay, either by volunteers or 
drafts, and rendezvous at Fayette, in Howard county, on Saturday, the 
3d day of next month, (November,) and there join the troops from the 
6th and 12th Divisions. 
The troops from the 4th Division will join you at Richmond, ‘in Ray 
- @ounty. You will.cause the troops raised in your Division to be formed 
into companies according to law, and placed under officers already in 
_eommission. If volunteer companies are raised they. shall elect their 
-@wn officers. The preference should always be given to volun- 
teer companies already organized and commissioned. You will also de- 


tail the necessary field and staff officers. For the convenience of trans- © 


porting the camp equippage, provisions and hospital stores for the troops 
under your command, you are authorized to employ two or three bag- 
gage wagons. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

B. M. LISLE, Adj. Gen. 

An order corresponding with the above was issued at the same time 

of the foregoing, directed to the Major Generals commanding the 4th, 
Sth, 6th and 12th Divisions of the militia of this State. An order was 
also issued to Gen. Willock of the 14th Division, ordering him to raise 
five hundred men, and march them to the north of Caldwell county. Or- 
- ders were also issued to Brig. Gens. Doniphan and Parks, directing them 
to raise five hundred men each. But understanding that no men were 
raised under these orders, it is thought a copy is unnecessary. 


B. M. L. Adj. Gen.J 


Major General Lucas to. the Commander-in-Chief. 


Nov. 11, 1838. 


Te His Excellency, L. W. Booos, Commander-in Chief. 


Sin:-~ Your communication of Nov. 6, 1838, through B.. M. Lisle, Esq., 


Adjt. Gen., has just been received. The prisoners have been sent 
to Richmond, subject to the order of General Clark, and the arms will 
be sent as soon as the weather will permit. I have also furnished Gon. 
Clark a copy of my report to you—all of which proceedings have 
been transmitted to you by mail; but which, 1 presume, did not reach 
you previous to the date of vour orders. 1] have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient servant, 
SAMUEL D. LUCAS, 
Maj. Gen. 4 Div. M. M- 
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aT P.S. J refer you to’my report and two other communications, 

4 since,my return from Far West, for further particulars as to the pris- 

oners and arms. Col. 8. V. Noland, one of your Aiddecamps, who ac- 

f companied the expedition under my command, will leave this evening 
for JeTerson City, and will communicate further on this subject. 
‘ Ss. D. | Maj. Gen., &c. 

‘ ‘P. S. The first communication received from Gen. Clark was under 

a | date October 30, in which he directs Gen, Atchison and myself to aet 


| as we think best, according to circumstances. ‘This letter was receiv- 
eo ow) ed either on the day, or the day before the surrender, by Captain Lon 

| one of the persons Gen. Atchison and myself had started to you with 

| our reports. ‘The second communication of Gen. Clark was dated 

+ November Ist. In this he directs us to remain in some secure position, 

and not to make any attack until he arrived; which, together with 

( the third communication, (the one you sent a copy of in your commu- 

nication per Mr. Dorris,) was only received at Williams’ Ferry, Mis- 

souri River, two days after I had disbanded the army, as per my re- 

portto you of November 2d. I never had any idea of trying any of 

the prisoners by a Court Martial; but only ordered them to my 


. Head Quarters, to await your furtier orders. 
S. D. L., Maj. Gen., &. 


. Major General John B. Clark to the Governor. 

: : Heap Quarters, Richmond, Nov. 11, 1838. 

To His Excellency, L. W. Boces. 

“! Sir:—In as much as the Commissary General of the State could not 
| follow the movements of the army under my command, and it be- 
coming absolutely necessary for the preservation of the stores and 


hi, munitions of war to have an acting Commissary, I appointed to that 

office Alfred W. Morrison, and desire your Excellency to ratify that - 
appointment, and have forwarded to me or Mr. Morrison, at Fayette, 
a commission to that effect. It is desirable, if possible, to have it be- 
: fore my final report of the expedition is made. 

Ihave the honor to be, 
F ha Your obedient, humble servant, 

| JOHN B.CLARK, 
j Maj. Gen. | Div. Mo. Mi. 
ay [Let the commission be dated October 29, 1438.) : 
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65 
General Clark to the Governor. 


Quanrens of the Militis employed against the Mormons.) 
ToHis Excellency, L.W.Booo, 
Sia:—A day or two before I received your first order, I had, upo 
mlormation {rom a letter rom Mr. Rees and Col, Williams on their 
» Way to you, issued’an order to have raised in my Division one thew 8 
sand memy ready to marc: on Monday, the 29th day of October last _—, <a 


all of. which 1 communicated to you by express, —the’ One, however, | 


carrying my communication, met one from your ‘Excellency and r- Ry ’ 
On the 29th, according to my order, the First Brigade rendezvoused i 


at Fayette—proposed to march, and did, on that evening, take up the 


dine of march, and reached Chariton on that evening.. At ‘Ofiariton I 


received an express from Messis. Atchison and Lucas to you, which I _ 5 AP 
forwarded, and then I despatched an order to Gens. Atchison and Lu-  . 
cas, with a.copy of your several orders to me, all of Which you gt: 
have been informedsf by me.’ The next day, October thirtieth, we me 
reached Keytesville, where we met the Second Brigadéjeommand- 


ed. by General, Robert Wilson, who iad been ordéred (o joiti ‘me 

at that, place. The next morning, October Sist, organized the two 
Brigades into, a Division, officered thé same, id took up ‘the Mine of Pi 
march for Richmond. On’ the day we Garruleton, November 
heard a report that General is had invésted Far “West, 


effected a capitulation, the terms of which I semt’ you from hére’on 

way out, | then sent another express to Gen. Lucas, to hold | fast 
all he had (supposing he had the prisotiers‘and arms) until I arrived to ef 
make no final capitulation or treaty uatil 1 did arrive; when I would . 
communicate to him my plans of svecting the difficulty, and also fe- ; 
questing him to report to me forthwith his ‘acts, strength, The 

express was directed tu bring back to me, at Richinond, any commu- 
nication the.General might desire to make. The next day } reached 


Crooked River, in the neighborhood of Richmond. At this place I 2h ia 
learned that’ Gen. Lucas had disbanded his forces, and m ed the ; arse 
isoners to Independence. I immediately sent an expregs to 

, with orders to march the prisoners and arms back to’ Richiriond, Me 

reasons contained in my letter to you. from Richmond 


may march to Far West, where | arrived un Sunday; the 4th inst. When 
Lreached. there, | encamped in’the vicinity of town—at aight 


town with all my field officers, and commenced ferreting “out the 


"guilty, amongst the Mormons who were théte—this businéss employed @ 
tor two days and nights. ‘After had obtained:all tie intét- 
‘mation Lcould by disclosures of the dissenters from Jo, ‘the 


{and there are not a few at this time,) the whole of the Mor- 3 


to be paraded, and took out of their tanks such of those 
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ed guilty, as could be found, and put them into a room. A deep snow 

falling on this even’ng, and ‘here being no chance to obtain tuef. or 

provender, I was compelled to march back to Richmond with the pris- ’ 
oners, forty-six in number. 1, however, the day before I left Far 
West, despatched Lieut. Col. Price from the 2d Brigade to Richmond 
with two companies, to.eceive the prisoners and arms; but, on his ar- 
rival, not finding them there, he weat to Gen. Lucas, at Independence, 
and informed hin of his mission. ‘The General then sent them, and 

they reached here on last hae and they are now here under a t 
guste, On the day Lieft Far West, 1 ordered Gereral Wilson with 
is Brigade (except the two companies with Colonel Price) to 
Adam-en-diahmon, a town in Daviess, which had a few days since 
surrendered and given up theif arms,with instructions to take possession 
of the town and disarm all the Mormons, and act in’ that quarter in 
accordance to your instructions to me, a copy of which was fur- 
nished him. He was also instructed to take out from the mass 
of Mormons, such as probably could be convicted of crime, and have 
them committed, and then carry them to Keytesville, and*have them 
placeg, in jai. and guarded; but he was instructed not to leave that 
quarter upul he had reinstated the citizens in their property and homes, 
as.far as practicable, and if necessary leave a small force there to pro- 
' tect the citizens. | also ordered Capt. Comstock, with his company in 
Livingston, to continue there, disarming the Mormons, wherever 
- found, and report to General Wilson, at ’Diahmon for further orders. 
oposed to march back to Richmond. The morn- 


This busigess done, I 
ing before J leit Far West, I called the whole of the Mormons together, 
about five hundred, (a great number having run away between. the 


surrender and my arrival,) and informed them that the prisoners | had, 
together with those taken by Gen. Lucas, would be taken to Richmond, — 
tried; and. punished if found guilty; that they must comply with the 
terms of ,the capitulation with Gen. Lucas, 

The situation of their women and children, and the inclemency of 
the weather, induced me to modify the terms, and not require them to 
remove forthwith: ‘That.they could remain until their convenience 
suited them.ia the spring—that no military gore would go with them, 
but I.would pledge the honor of the State, they should not he hurt. and 
that, their arms should be given up to them. whenever they left the 
State, andjnot before. This they readily agreed to, so far as I could 
judge from; their expressions. 
__ This being done, 1 took up the line of march with the prisoners, and. 
got here on yesterday. On my arrival here I discharged the whole of 
tbe ist Brigade. Lwill here-state, that on my way to Far West, while. 


. .at Richmond, 1. wrote to Gen, Grant, and ordered him to countermarch,. 
and discharge his forces.. The same order! sent to Gen. Willock from. 
Far West, also Gen. Crowther’s Division was discharged at Richmond,. 


on their way, except the Boonvitle Guards, who were taken on to Far 
West, and discharged here this morning. Gen. White, learning of the 
state of affairs, leit his men at the river near Lexington, and came on to. 


‘ 
‘ f 
. 
- 
‘ 
f . 
% 
$ 
| 
| 
| 
a 
| 
| 
+ 
é 


67 


meet me with his staff at Far West. I,then ordered him to counter- 
march his Brigade, except the cavalry commanded by Capt. Parsons, 
which company is now here guarding the pris ners. ; All the forces, im 
this quarter are now discharged, except two.companies commanaed by 
Captains Parsons.and Bogart. I detained Lieut. .Cob., Price, ta.super- 
intend the guard of the prisoners, and | also detained Gen. White,and 
his field officers here a day or two, for the purpose of holding a court — 
martial if necessary. I this day made out chargesiagaist the prigon- 
‘ers, and called on Judge King to try them ag.a eomnuiting, court, and } 
am now busily engaged in, procuring witnesses, and submitting facts. 
There being no civit officers in Caldwell, I have to.use the smiljtary. to 
get’ witnesses from there, which I do without reserve. , i ctthen 
-Gen. Wilson’s Brigade is still in service, ip Daviess county, under 
the instructions above stared. ‘They will be discharged as fast as.possi- 
ble. The most of the prisoners here | consider.guilty of .7'reason, and 
I believe, will be convicted, and the only difficalty in law is, can they 
be tried in any county but Caldwell? if nos they cannot be there indict 
ed, until a change of population. In the event the latter view is taken 
by the civil courts, I suggest the propriety of trying Jo Smith and those 
leaders taken by Gen, s, by a court martial for mutiny. This lam 
im favor of only as adernier resort. 1 would have taken this course 
with Smith at any rate; but it being doubtful whether a court martial 
has jurisdiction or not, in the present case—that is, whether these peo- 
e..are to.be treated as in time of war, and the mutineers as 
aving mutined in time of war—and |, wonld here ask you te 
forward to me the Attorney General’s opinion on this point. My 
whole object isto obey your orders, and settle thig matter so as to have 
the best eflect upon the people,and at the same time not compromit the 
character of the Stare.. But it will not do to allow these leaders to re- 
turn to their treasonable work again, on,account of their not being ins 
dicted in Caldwell... 1, find by inquiry, shat. with ,all the enopayues 
we have heard charged,against these! people, many of which chargea.we 
looked as. the,ofispring of prejudice on the part. of 
the half hasnot yet been told. There is no crime, from.treason, dawn 
to the must-petty larceny, but these people or a majority of them haye 
been guiltyof, all too under the counsel of Joseph Smith, Jr,,. the pro- 
et. ‘[hey have committed (reason, murder, arzon, 
ceny, und perjury, .They have societies formed: under the most 
binding covenants in form, and the most horrid; oaths: to circumvent 
the laws, and put them at defiance, and to plunder and burn and mur- 
det,.and divide the spoils. for the use of the church, This is what they 
call the Danite Club or Society. . These facts.I from.some per~ 
sons | have seen who have disclosed them... Under this horrid. system 


many of the citizens of Daviess county, who went to that frontier. poor, 


and who by their industry and economy had acquired a good fiving, 
have been robbed of every article of property they have—their heute, 
burnt before their eyes, and them and their wives and children driven 


out of the county, without any kind of shelter. In one instance | have 
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been informed that a family was ordered off, and their houses burnt in 
their sight, anda woman driven out while it was snowing, witha child 


+ Only four days old; in another case, ] was informed the family was 


driven away, and the woman was compelled to ask protection in a few 
miles, where she was delivered of a child a short time after she was 
thus treated. ‘These, sir, are some of the offences of these people. I 
do not wonder at the prejudices against them in their vicinity. I send 
you enclosed a copy of the constitution of one of their societies, from 
which you can gather some information. I design to continue my 
head quarters here until the investigation of the cases of the prisoners 
are closed. You shall be informed, from time to time, of the progress, 
as alsoof the movement in Daviess. These facts] now communicate 
to you. supposing they wou'd ve useful to you before the meeting of the 
Legislature. Your communication of the 6th was received to-day by 
Mr. Maupin—its contents were duly nuted and shall be attended to, 
Ehave, this evening, informed the et et of what is charged against 
thém, and ordered the leaders to be buund, so as to be sure -to save 

| JOHN B. CLARK, 
Maj. Gen. Commanding. 


General Lucas to the Governor. 


Iypepenvence, Nov. 7, 1838. 


Te His Excellency, L. W. Bocas, 


“’Sm:—I received from Gen. Clark last night, per the hands of Col. 
Price, a copy of your order of the ist November, in which you stated 
that’ néither General Atchison or Lucas was called, or ordered into 
the field by you. If your orders had reached me before I got into the 
field, :would not have went; but I knew nothing of the call for men, 
or of the arrangements for giving the eceninad to GenJ: Clark, but 
acted asI have before informed you upon a call from BrigGen. Parks, 
then in the field, (which, according to military usage andbtiquette, is 
jUiv lent to an order,) for assistance. He represented things in such 
# manner (which your Excellency has been apprised of by Col. Wil- 
liams and Maj. Rees) that I believed I had no alternatives but to act 
as I'did. IT have no disposition to thwart either vour designs or Gen. 
Clark’s ptans in going into the field; but after] got there with an army 
of twenty-five hundred men,! could not consistently lie idle or inac- 
tive. For the result of my proceedings | refer vou to my report, sent 
herewith. I did not make anv report to Gen. Clark, because I did not 
believe it proper to do so, consistent with my grade of office. a 
«Jam, very respectfully, 
4 “Your obedient servant, 
Maj. Gen. 4. Div. Mo. Mi. 
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PS. If your Excellency should deem it proper, yo den’ une 
Gen. Clark to be furnished with a copy of the eae ar D..L. 


Governor to Gen. Clark. 


Execttive Department, City of Jefferson, Nov. 6, 


To Maj. Gen. Joun B. Crarx, Commanding the forces against the Move 
Sin;—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yout comtny* 
nication, under the date of the 3d inst., dated at Richmond, by ‘the ex 
ress, Mr. G. D. Maupin. I regret very much to hear that ‘Gen. Luéas! 
as been guilty of disobedience of orders. Ou this subject, however; 
I shall cause, in due time, an inquify to be made. I thought I had beew 
so very explicit inmy orders, that rt was not possible'to misdnderstahd 
them. You have placed the proper construction upon them, which 
was that the whole force, to be employed in this service, was to: be 
placed under your command. Gen. Lucas was not ordered’out at ally 
except in the way [ mentioned to you in mv last cammunication; he 
was directed to cause four hundred men of his Division to be raised, 
and place them under the command of a Brig. General, with the privi- 
eee, if he thought proper, to waive his rank asa Major General, and ‘ 
t 


e Brig. General's command. 

Gen. Atchison was not ordered out in this last aflair, for two reasons: 
one was, that | was aware as a member of the Legislature he would 
have other duties to attend to; and another was, that there was much 
dissatisfaction manifested towards him by the people opposed to the 
Mormons; he, though, under the Militia law, has a right within the |imits 
of his command to’order out hig troops to quell insurrection, or repel — 
invasion. Gen. Lacas, though, could not exercise any command withi 
Gen. Atchison’s division, only so far as he may have\been directed 
the Comm:inder-in-Chief, and that only extended to the command of a 
Brigadier, in pursuance of the orders which | forwarded by Mr. Black, 
the express from Daviess county, whose companion, Mr. ie 
my first orders to you. I therefore approve of the course yon have 
taken in demanding the prisoners of Gen. Lucas, as weil as the arms, 


and shall send to him instructions to deliver them over to your order,in’ 


the way you have directed him. You will see that they are securely 
confined within the limits of, some prison, and strongly guarded. The 
course you have proposed taking in relation to the- other prisoners 
that 1s, to hold an examining court, and cause all those deemed guilty 
to.be confined and guarded, is the correct one, 
“You will proceed to "Diahmon, and there disperse all the. persons you, 
may find. embodied and under arms without authority of law;. in 4 | 
mean time a detachment from 5 our command can, if it is déemed ‘ne- 
cessaay, be employed to reinstate the people of Daviess in thet 
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ae homes. It will also be necessary that you hold a military court of in- 
Daviess county, and arrest the Mormons who have been 
guilty of the late’ outrages, committed towards the inhabitants of ‘said 
county. My instructions to you are to settle this whole matter com- 
. pletely, if possible, before you disband your forces; if the Mormons — 
are disposed voluntarily ta leave the State, of course it would be ad- 
visable in you to promote that object. in any way deemed proper. The 
Tingleaders of this.rebellion, though, ougl t by no means be permitted 
_ -*to escape the punishment they merit. The troops from Cole, Gascon- 
ade; ,and Franklin are directed to.report to you © You had better re- 
tain them in service, and discharge them, who, frem fatigue or other- 

wise, muy, be disposed.to return. 1 should be pleased to hear from you 

OF the final resnit of this matter, previous to he meeting of the Legis. 

7 lature; I shall forward to Gen, Lucas. by express, the necessary orders 
and, instructions to obey the order you have. directed to him ,under 
date.of the 3d inst., in relation to thajarms and prisoners. 

' . Thave.to.request.of you to embod¥all the facts you can collect, in 
relatinn to the co.nmencement, progress, and termination of the recent 
difficul ies .with the Mormons, in order that I may communicate the 
same to the Legislature. Jam respectfully... 

| L.,W. BOGGS, 


Commander-in-Chief. 


P. S,., The prisoners wil] of course be delivered over to the civil 
authority, when’ you may deem it prudent to do so, L. W..B.. 
Genera} Incas to the Governor. 
i Mo., Nov. 5, 1838. 


Te His Excellency, W. 
of the Mo. Mi. 
"Sin:—I returned yestérday with the troops of the 1st Brigade, 4th 
Mo, Mi. We to Goose Creeks in the of Far 
Vest, on the 30th ull., and the next day the town surrendered to us 
und r the following conditions and stipulations, viz: 
‘1st, To give up their leaders to be tried and punished. | 
- 9d. ‘To make an appropriation of their property, all who have taken © 


z up arms, to the payment of their debts and indemnify for damage done 


“$d. That the balance should leave the State, and be protected outby = 
but go be permitted to remain until further orders from the | 
co sive pe, of gvery “description be’ yeceipted 
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We took about six hundred prisoners, and received something like 
that humber of arms. . In disbandieg my command, 1! ordered General 
Wilson to take charge of the leaders who | had demanded for trial, viz: 
Jo Smith, jr. Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight, Amos Lyman, George W. 
Robinson, Parley Pratt and Hiram Smith, together with the arms, and . 


march them to my headquarters at Independence, to await your fur- 
ther orders. On.the 3d of November, when at Williams’ Ferry, Mis- 
souri River, received a letter from Maj. Gen, Clark by 
ing me to march the prisoners and arms to Riciimond, to disbatid’my 
forces and repair myself with my staff to his camp, wherever coutd 
find it between Richmond and Daviess county. ‘This order! did not 


comply with, as | could not, under any circumstances, be commanded ~ 


bya junior Major General. 1 was thrown ‘into the field by a call from 
_ Brig. Gen, Parks, then in the field, which, according to military etiquette 
and fisage, is equivalent to an order; and from your order to General 
Clark, he 1s only authorized to cOmmand Brigadier Generals, but can 
make acall on Major Generals {6@any force that he may think necessa- 
ty. lveceived a copy of your orders to him, and I intend to start the 
ee and atms to Richmond in the morning, when the whole will 
subject to his order, Your orders of the 26th and 27th uit., togeth- 

er with your letter to me of later date, was only received by express 
on the 30th ult., within six or seven miles of Far West; at this ‘pomt 
Maj. Gen. Atchison left me and returned home to Liberty. | Pwasthen’ 
left in the sole command of about eighteen hundred men, which | mareh- 
ed that nigiit to Godse Creek, within one mile of Far West, by sun down. 
The next day my forces were increased to twenty-five hundred men— 
with an army of this magnitude I could not thing of ly ing’idle and in- 
active. Twill make out a fair report and send it to you by the next: 
mail. We were looking for youevery day for the last four o# five days, 
or I would have sent an express to you from Par West. A '‘commanica- 
tion I'réceived from Gen. Clark, 1st November, stated, that he hadlearn+ 
ed that you was on’ your way up; and would arrive in a day or twos 
Leatning that Gen. Clark was on his march with an armyof two thou- 
satd men, I concluded that he would have furce sufficient to operate in 
Daviess and f.ivingston counties, and to make a fiual close without the 
co-operation of my troops. I deemed it proper, in order'to save the 
State an enormous expense, which each day was 1mmensely heavy, to 
digcharge my forces, which was accordingly dine, with the exception 
of ‘four companies left at Far West, and five companies under General: 
Parks sent to Daviess county. I’ Jeft Col.’ Withams, ‘your nic, Cols 
Burch atid Maj. Rees, of Reg’t, at Far West, drawing up allthe ‘heces- 
saty papers; and Col. Hinkle atid myself Com'ds, viz: 
Win, Collins’of Jackson, G. W. Woodward of Ray, Jadge Cameromof 
Clay, John Corvill and’ M, Phelps of Far West. Mormons are te 
convey their property in trust, to those Com’ds, for the benefit‘ot ‘cred 
ators, and for those that have been damaged by thems 
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means of saving @ great many ‘valuable lives, and the effusion of im- 
mense blood. | 
; ] have the honor to be, | 


With great respect, ‘ 
SAMUEL D. LUCAS, 


Maj. Gen. 4th Div. Mo. Mi. 
I sent Gen. Clark a copy of my report to you as soon as 
had it made out. 


General Lucas to the Governor. 

Heap Quarters, Camp near Far West, 

| November 2, 1838, 

To HisEzcellency, W. Boocs. 
Commander-in- Chief Mo. Mi. 

Sin:—On Monday, October 29th, the troops ordered out by Major 
General Atchison and myself, (as per.our repert to you of said date,) 
took up their line of march from camp near. Richmond for Far West, 
We encamped the nicht of the 29th at Linville’s Creek, (a short dis- 
tance from the road) about sixteen miles:‘trom Far West, at which point. 
we received an express from Brig. Gen. Duniphan, informing us that 
he was then encamped.on Log Creek with a force ol five hundred men, 
and that he would ‘oid us at the crossing of said creek on the road 
from Richrmend to Far West, by 10 o’clock, a. m., the next morning. 

On: the 30th October, the troops get together at the jast named point, 
when we mustered about eighteen hundred men. . Whilst at this place 
we received your orders ot the 26th ult., and L received an order of the. 
27th ult.,and a letter from you of same date, At this point Maj. Gen. 
Atchison left me for Liberty, when | was !eft in sole command. Be- 
fore leaving Log Creek, | received information that a body of Mormons, 
two hundred in number, called Danites, had been seen abuut two hours 
previous near the route that we had passed. Upon receiving this in-.’ 
telligence, ordered a detachment of two companies trom the respec- 
tivecommands of Brig. Genls. Wilson, Doniphan, Parks and G Meee 
to.go. in pursuit of said band, wiich, I placed under the command of 
Gen. Wilson, with instructioas to intercept, and if, possible to cut off 
their retreat to Far West. . I then took up my line Fund chfor Goose. 
Greek, one mile seuth of Far West, which point we reached about one 
hour by sun.in the evening. Just as the troops were encamping, | re- 
ceived intelligence from Gen Doniphan, from his position on the right, — 
that he had discovered a party of. mounted, Mormons approaching Far 
West {rom the east, and requested permission to intercept them if pos- 
sible. Leave was granted, and his Brigade started off at nearly full 
speed to accomplish the order, but the Sloomens cncseeded in reaching 
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the fort. Gen. Doniphan approached within two hundred yards of 
their fortress, when they displayed. force ot about eight hugdred men, 
At. this junciure, I ordered Gen, Grabam’s Brigade (holding ‘Gen. 
Parks’ and part of Gen. Wilson’s mounted in reserve,}to' march tull speed 
to the relet of the 1st Brigade, 3d Division, but from the inequality of 
the force of the first detachment, (being only two huadred and fifty 
strong at that time, and the Mormons 800) it was considered pradent to 
withdraw ‘the troops, and marchagainst them “in. the morningy Which 
. Was accordingly done, and they all returned, as dark set in, to camp. 
At this placed established my head quarters, and continued there Yt : 
ring the expedition against the Mormons. The detachment under Gen. 
Wilson returned about. 9 o'clock, p. m. The next morning, 31st of | 
ey feceived a message from Col. Hinkle, the commander of the 
ormon forces, requesting an interview with me,on an eminence near 
Fart, West, which he would designate by white flag. lsent 
him word I would meet him at 2 o'glock, p. m., being so in eugaged 
in. receiving and ercamping fresh troops, whe were hourly coming in, 
chat J could not attend before... Accordingly, at that time,] started with 
my »tafivefficers and Brig. Gens. Wilsen, Doniphan and Graham, Gen. 
Parks being. leit in command. We met him and some other Mormons 
at the point before mentioned. He stated his object in asking me 
. to meet him there was to know if there could not be some compromise 
or settlement of the difficulty without a resort-to.arms. After giving 
him to understand the natnre of your orders, I made him the following 
perereneem which | furnished hima copy of, also a copy of your or- 
ist. ‘To give up their leaders to be tried and punished, 
2d, To make an appropriation of their property, all who had taken 
uP the payment of their debts, and indewnily fordamagedoue — - 
3d. That the balance should leave the State, and be protecte;! out by 
the militia, wut to, be permitted to remain under protection unt further 


orders were received from the Commander-in-Chief, 
to be receipted * 


| Pi cy Te give up the arms of every description 
Col. Hinkle agreed to the proposition readily, but wished to postpone 
the ngatter until morning. | told him that.1 would require Jos. 
Smith, jr. Sidney. Rigdon, Lyman Wight, Parley Pratt and George W. 
Robinson, as hostages for his faithful compliance with the terms, and 
would pledge myseif and each one of the officers, present, that in case 
he,.after,reflecting and consulting upon the propositwn during the night, — 
declined acceding to them, that the hostages should be returned to him: — 
ip the morning, at the same, point they were regeived, but it, was.un- 
derstood, in: case they did. camply, they were to be held for trial as 
of the leade:s.called tor by. the first stipulation; I then gave him until 
one hour by sun in the evening to produce and deliver them. We. then 
returned. to camp, and I directed the troops te make preparations to 
march to Far West by an hour and a haif by sun, with a determina- 
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tion, in case the hostages were not produced, to make an altack upon 
the town furthwith, i directed Gen. Parks’ Brigrde to be mounted, 
and to form on the right ofthe Divisivn, to act as flankers if necessary, 
and if required to pass entirely around the town, anddorm on the north 
side, with instructions’ to. make the attack at the report of the cannon, 
which was to'be the signal for the general attack. General’Grahiiin’s 
Brigade was fMounted und formed on tieextreme left to act as flankers, 
andl required to formthe line on the west side, ‘with similar’ ‘instruc- 
‘tions a8 to the coinméfeement of the attack. Gen. Dosiphan’s Brig- 
dde was ordered to'parade on foot, andto form en the left of General 
Parks, with instructions to form un the east side, with similar orders 
rélative to attack. Gen. Wilson’s Brigade was ordered to parade on 
foot, and to furm on the left of Gen. Sipipten;-with mstructions to 
form the line of battle on the south ‘side, With same instructions as to 
- commencement of attack. ‘fhe artillery company with one piece of 
. ordinance wag placed at the head f Gen. Duniphan's and Gen. Wil- 
son’s Brigade, with instructions tovoceupy an eminence within: three 
hundred yards of tHe town. The army being disposed of m this man- 
_ her, at the appointed time [took up the Ime of march ia the direction 
of Far West. When the troops got within about six hundred yards I 
discovered the flag and the hostages advancing. I immediately hulted 
thelarmy, and rode out and et them, received the hostages and placed 
a guard over them for their safetv and protection, and’ ordered’ the for- 
ces back toour encampment. J cannot forbear, at this point, express- 
ing my gratification and approbation of the good conduct and gallant 
bravery evinced by all the officers and men under my command." They 
marched up with as.much determination, and deliberation as old veter- 
ans—no! knowing but that the charge would be sounded every moment 
for surreunding the town. There was no noise or confusion, nothing 
but an eager anxiety upon the countenance of ‘every anan to get at the 
work. When the hostages were received, the troops, with som” slight 
exceptions, marched back in profound silence. November Ist, | order- 
ed the whole forces amounting to twenty-five hundred men to parade 
at 9 v’clock A. M.,and to take up the line of march for Far West, at 

half past 9 o'clock, to receive the prisonersand theirarms. 
_ The troops marched out and formed in the prairie about ka 9 yards 
south east of the town. Gen, Wilson’s Brigade formed the West line, 
Gen. Doniphan’s the East line, Gen. Graham’s and Gen. Parks, the’ 
south line, with the Artillery Company and the Cannon in the céntre of 
the two latter, leaving one side of the ‘square open. ‘The Mormon 
army ,'reduced to about 600 men by desertion and otherwise, utider theif 
Commander, Col. Hinkle, marched out of their town. throdgh’the space 
mto Our square, formed a hollow: square, and grounded their arms. 
Col. Hinkle, then rode forward atid delivered up to me. tis sword and 
pistols, I then directed a company from the respective Brigades, to 
iorm a front, rear, right and left, plank guards, aud to'matcli the “pris- 
oners back to Far West, and protect and take shat of’ them until the 
néxt morning. — I then detailed a company from Gen. Dyniphan’s com- 
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mand, to take charge of the Arms. Theh, in order to gratify the army 
and to let the Mormons see our’ forces; marched around the town, and 
_ through the principal streets. and back to head quarters. Considering 
the war at an end in this’ place, [ issued orders for Gen. Doniphan’s 
Brigade, ‘with ‘the exception of one Comey and Gen. Gfaham’s 
Brigade, ap up. their of March for their respective head quar- 
ters, and dismiss their ten—and directe.t Gen. Wilson to take charge 
Of the prisfiners (demanded for trial) afid arms, and-to march them'to: 
my Head Quarters at Independence, to await further ogdetsy and to 
dismiss all‘extept a guard'for the prisoners and arms. Nov. 2ndyI 
lieved the giard placed over the prisoners at Far West by 4 Companiés 
of Gen, Patks*Brigade,’and placed them cijffimand of Col. 
Thom peony 2 Brig. 3 Div./ with instructions 


report n. Glark., 
The balance. of Gens Parks’ Brigade with Capt. Company, of, 


Gen. Deniphan‘s:Bi igade under the command of Gen, Parks. | ordered 
to Adam-on-diahmon, a Mormon Daviess contityy with instruc- 
tions to ‘aah the Mormon forces at that piace, agd to le a guard of 
50 men for the protectidn of prisoners, and to rept fo Geh. Clark. In 
_ order to cayty the treaty and stipulation, into effect, I have required your 
Aid-de-Camp, Ca@#® Williams, together with Col. Burch and Maj. A. 
Rees, of Ray, to attend to drawing up all the papers legally, and difect- 
ed Col, Thompsen to wait on them with a portion of his éommand, and 
to cause all their orders and requirements, consistent with the siipula- 
tions to be carried into effect. This day about 120’clock there was a 
Battalion. of 100 men from Platte arrived at Far West, which f ordered. 
back, having understood that Maj. Gen. Clatk would be on in a day or 
two, with sufficient force to operate in Daviess and Livingston, and for — 


any service that may be required, 
Thave the honor to be 


AMUEL D. LUCAS, 
Major General, 
Commanding. 
General Clark to the Governor. 


¢:—I have ordered one thousand men from this Division, and now 
have five iundred this far under march, and five hundred from the 2nd _ 
Brigadé will join me to day at Keytesville, from whence I will proceed 
to Richmond without delay. Your two orders were both received on 
day before yesterday, at the same time, On this moment ! received; per 
Capt. Long, the*epclosed express from Gen. Atchison and Lueds, then 
at Richmond—it was met-by Col. Williams, your aid, and opened, and 
sent to me, supposing tha? the powers conferred'on me were sufficient, 
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This may be. 50, but I, should give: your Excellency t mv decided opinion 


‘4 


ons + would be best fr, ¥au to be there, and hope you, willyif  practi- 

In the tume I will endeavour to act out your orders im 
and spirit, howe¥V the responsibility. Ihave this momen’ 
despatched to.Gen. Atchison and Luges, a copy of your tw rders ? 
me, with instructions to act for the best until I can arrive. fi the 


ditianal information tha Inavé'from the scene of disturbances, is 


and worse. , 
Atchison & Lugas to the Governor. 


Quarters of the 3d ands4th Div. | 
Ricuwonv, October 28, 1838. 


To the Commander-in-Chief Mo. Mi. | 


ek FRE late outrages committed by the Mormons, civil war is in- 
evitable. They have set the laws of the country at defiance, and are 
in open rebellion. We have about {two thousand men under arms, to 
keep thém in check. The presence of the Commander-in-Chief is 
deemed absolutely nec: essary, and we most respectlully urge that your 
Excellency be at the seatQ: war, as soon as possible. | 
our most ob’t serv’t, 
DAVIDR. ATCHISON, M. 3d Div.” 
SAM’ L, D. LUCAS, M.G. 4th Div. 


Govethor to General Clark. 


Executive Department, City of Jefferson, Nov. 1st, 1838. 
Maj. Gen, Joun B. Crarg. 


Sir:—- Your communication, by express, of Oct. 30th, enclosing one | 
from Maj. Gen. Atchison and Lucas,ot the 28th Oct. has been received. 
It is impossible fur me to leave here; the near approach..of . the meet- 
ing of the Legislature, renders it necessary that every moment of my 


time. be employed in preparation,to meet thems It. was cons dered by 


me:that full and ample powers were vested in vou to carry into effect . 
my former orders, The case is now.a very plain one—the Mormons 
must be subdued and peace restored to the community. You wi 
therefore praceed. without delay to. execute the former, ya F ull 
confidence 1s reposed in your ability to do so; your foree will be smaly. 
sufficient to accomplish the object. Should you need the aid of arti 
1 wou'd suggest that an application be made to the commanding 
cer of Fort avenworth, for such as you may need. You are au- 
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thorized to request the loan of it in the name of the State of Missouri. 
My présence then could eflect nothing. 1 relagain repedt that 


you are authorized, and full power is given you t@ tak@ Whatever steps | 


Ances ‘oF ah 


you deem necessary and such as the circn 
seem todemand to subdue the insurgents a 
the ‘The ringleaders of this rebellion shold be thade ah 
ample 6ff ard. if it shoa'd become for thé publié 
Mormons be exterminated or expelled from the State. order 
that no diffieulty may arise in relation to the commands! must info 
you that nénher General Atchison or [.ncas have been called 
vice under theslate order (except Gen. Lucas was direoted 
hundred mien int his Division, and to place thé under the 
a Brigadier General)’ The privilege was offgred @feommandin 
the trogpstrom bis own Division, though subject your ptders. A 
the troops now Under arms, and those’that may the séat of 
war are placed under yourcommand. 

You ‘will report tome by express, and keep me®egtlarl¥'informed of 
any thing of importance whieh may occur. The near approach ‘of 
winter requires’ jhat your operations should be hastened. After nav- 
ing restored quiet, you will cause the people of Daviess county, ho 
have béen driven from their homes, to be reinstated. 4 

| I am respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 

L. W. BOGGS, Commander-in-Chief. © 


\ 


* General Wilson to General Clark. 


Quarters, 1st Div. Mo. Mi. 
Adam-on-diahmon, November 12th, 1838, 


Maj.Gen. Crank. 
- Sm:—Ia pursuance of ‘your order of the 7th, at Far West, I took-up 

the line of march with my’command, and arrived hereon the 8ths We 
suffered much from the inclemency of the weather, which still contin- 
ues, On my arrival here | found:the troops had lett. | met Col. Bur- 
s some two miles from this place. He being the last, f.immediately 


laced a — around the town, and ordered the Mormons to parade, — 
which order was promptly obeyed, and about two hundred men entered — 


their names. I then proceeded to the investigation, as you required 

yourorder. Justice Black and other citizens being present, I caused 
such of the Mormons as ~were supposed to be guilty of crimes, ar- 
rested, and hatded them over to the civil authorities for trial. It how- 
ever appears that the most guilty had escaped, they having ample op- 
portunity, as} am informed, town. had not been under guard up 
to the time of our arrival. The investigation 1s still progressing, but 
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you will r ald 


during thafWtime+-at the end of, ten days 1 wouldeave.and was not 
authorized to promise them further protection in Daviess county—that 
you had promised protection in Caldwell county—zthat such of them 
as wished to remove to Caldwell, or out of the State, I would give a 

rmit to that purpose, and would guaranty their safety on the route. 
The Mormons themselves appeared pleased with the idea of gettin 
away from their enemies and a justly insulted people, and | believe all 
have applied and received permits to leave the county, and 1 suppose 
about fifty-families havesleft, and others ere hourly leaving, and at the 
end of ten days, Mormonism will not be known in Daviess county. 
This appeared to me to be the only course left to prevent a generat 
massacre, and | hope_my course in this matter may meet your appro- 
bation. as it has been vour pleasure to commit to my charge a most im- 
portant command, mstructions. feel the more bound, 
not only to return you my sincere thanks tor the honor thus done, but 
to give you a full account of all of my acts. Nothing has been left un- 
done on my part to justify that confidence. The citizens of Daviess 
have co-operated heartily with me, and to their praise be it said, have 
shown a degree of compassion’ and charity unparalleled, uader the. cir- 
cumstances, to their enemies, and. have cheeriully obeyed every. order 
Ihave found it proper to give m this matter,.and I:now confidently be- 
lieve 1 shall be able to close this most shocking: insurrection without 

I had previously to receiving’ your order discharged all the troops 


” aha my command, exceot one company under Capt. Newbold. This 


company will be retained until I close my business here, I expect, 
without otherwise ordered, to remain here until to morrew week, aad 
then set out forhome. If, thereture, it is your pleasure to give me fur- 
ther orders before leaving, | would suggest that they be forwarded in 
tame to reach here before that time. 

It would astonish you to see the immense piles of stelen property, - 
which has been brought in, and depusited by the Mormons, consisting 
ef almost every thing to be found at a farm house, and much remaining. 


| 
with but little hope. ofveffecting much, as the.citizens seem to be unable 
i i It is perfectly impossible for me to convey to you any thing like the 
| awful state of things which exist 
| task. The citizens of a whole county, first plundered, their 
houges and other buildings bummt%o ashes, without houses, ‘beds, furni 
ture or even clothing in many instances, to meet the inclemeéncy of the 
a weather, I confess that my feelings have been shocked with the gross 
a | brutality of these Mormons, who have acted more like demons from 
= e peifectly impossible for me 
_to protect hed the Just indignation of the cituzens. 
I nformed the Mormons, in a short address, of 
‘all the facts’ hat had then'come to my knowledge—told them should 
— remain in Daviess county ten days,and would endeavor to protect them 
| 
i 


yet concealed, Large quantities have been found buried in and hear 
town. I have been making all possible €@xerticns to eollect and pre- 
serve this property for the owners, but I find it hard to do, 48 these 
dirty thieves are more skilful in the pillering line, than any I have yet 
seen. The citizens inform me that much of their property has been 


taken to Far West. Lsuggest that you ordér them to return it here at 
their own expense... 


I write in amiserable shanty, called “The ‘Lord's Storehouse,” late 


at night, after having been well sovked in the rain during the day, and 

much fatigued. 1 may have omitted some things, but when I am A nore 

comfortable, I will write you more fully, ‘ | 
tel ] have the honor to be, 

With unfeigned good will, 

- . Your obedient servant, . 


R. WILSON, Brig, Gen. 


Commanding 2d Brig.Mo,. Mi... 


General Clark to the Governor. 


Sin:—In my last communication, I informed you of all the important 
mecidents of the expedition, up to that time. On Tuesday last we com 
menced the examination of the alleged crimes, being & eason, murder, 
burglary, arson and larceny, against Jo Smith and his co-leaders, and 
also forty-six others, whe occupy less space amongst their people, but 
many of whom are equally guilty. ‘The defendants have employed 
Messrs. Rees and Doniphan to defend them, who are both present. 
The inquiry, as you may wellimagine, takes a very extensive range, and 
involves many important legal principles, not often adverted tom our 
_ practice,.and being, as I consider, too important to be made ont against 
the prisoners. I, at the suggestion of Mr. Burch, the Cireuit Attor- 
ney, spoke to,Col, W. T. Wood,,to assist in the prosecution, promising 
him to lay the matter before your Excellency, not doubting but what 
some provision would be made by which he would have paid to him a 
seasonable fee. | 


_. This was not done because I doubted Mr. Burch’s ability in the least, : 


for he is a good lawyer, and enters into this matter with his whole en- 
ergy, but there are so many points stirred, and so much labour to ar- 
' range the facts, so as to make them bear on the various defendants,. 
that I‘did not wonder he should ask assistance, and for the good uf the 
State I spoke to Col. Wood as above stated, and he very willingly en- 
gaged with Mr. Burch. e progress slowly, but thus far the disclo- 
sures indicate certain conviction of treason against Smith, Wight, 


Quanrens, Richmond, Nov. 12, 1838. 
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Pratt, Rigdon and some one or two more; and of murder against some 
five or six; burglary against several; arson against a number; and? lar- 
ceny against others. How it will all resu't, I cannot vet tell, but that 
the will all be convicted of treason or tnurder, think is reasons 
ably. certain, and many others of felony. You shull'be intormed:as we 

ie Preveived this evening a communication from General Wilson, who 
had been despatched to Daviess county, a copy of which Lenclose you, 
from which you will discover, that things are becoming as weil settled 
there as can be under the circumstances, though they would have been 
much better settled if your orders had been complied with before my 
arrival. It seems to me if proper steps had been taken to save’ the ac- 
tive leaders, they couldall have beén captured. The protection Gen. 
Wilson alludes to my giving the- Mormons in Cal iwell, | explained ‘to 
you in my last communication. I regret exceedingly to learn that any 
acts of youts should create any heart burnings, Or collision with your 
Excelléncy and ahy‘general officer, and particularly to such an extent 
as | understand exists with Gen. Atchison Your motives doubtless 
were good; your orders were undoubtedly right as to the Mormons 
and my command, and I have no doubt the whole coun'ry will sustain 
you. Business of a very urgent nature compels me to leave here on 
- to-morrow for Fayette, where I will arrive on Sunday, leaving Lieut. 
_ Col. Price, a competent officer, here until my return. 1 will only. re- 
main in Fayette until Tuesday or Wednesday next, when [ shall re- 
turn here to remain until this whole prosecution is settled, or put in 
sucha condition that a Miluary force is unnecessary. It is thought 

that. the investigation will ast for two or three weeks. 

B. CLARK, 
Maj, Gen’l. Com’d. 


The Governor to Gen. Willock, 
Execurrye Crry or Nov. 12, 1838.) « 
‘To. Maj. Gen. D, Wizock, Commanding detachment at Huntsville, 


Sir:—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ef your commu- 
nication of the-10th inst. from Huntsville. From information received 
from Gen. Clark, who was placed in command of all the troops raised 
in pursuance of the late orders of the Executive, there will not be any 

- mecessity for your proceeding any further; you will therefore return 
with your troops and discharge them. The Quarter Master of the © 
Detachment, will. purchase, and grant certificates to the persons of 
whom he purchases, such provision as you may need. You will, ho w- 

ver, endeavor to make gut with as small a quantity as possible., 
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pm, 
You will please present my thanks to the troops under your com- 
mand, for their promptness 2 ass to the call of their country. 
Respectiully, 
L. W. BUGGS, Commander-in-Chief. 


Governor to General Clarks 
Executive Department, City of Jefferson, Nov. 15, 1838. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn B. 


Str:—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nications of the 10th and 11th snst., by Mr. Maupin, the express. 


Upon an examination of the law, ! find I have no power to appoint 


.a Commissary General, there being one already ia commission. The 
duties you speak of as having.been performed by A. W. Morrison, 
Esq., might have been performed by your Division Quarter Master. 
Your certifi-ate of his appointment, however, to discharge certain du- 
ties, as for instance, as acting Commissary for the detachment under 
your command, | presume would be altogether sufficient. You will 
oblige me by sending at your earliest convenience, a copy of my se- 
eond order to you, as forwarded by Mr. Rees. In the hurry of busi- 
ness, I neglected to retain a copy, and it is necessary to have one, as 
this whole matter will probably undergo an investigation by the Leg- 
islature. Your report will be expected at your earliest convenience. 
You will hastea your operations, and discharge all the troops as soon 
as the circumstances.of the case will permit. 
I have the honor fo be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


L. W. BOGGS. 


The Governor to Gen. Clark. 
Exxcutive Department, City of Jefferson, Nov. 19, 1838. 


To Gen. Joun B. Crarx, 


Sin:—Y ou will take immediate steps to discharge all the troops you 
have retained in service as a guard, and deliver the prisoners over to 
the civil authorit'es. You will not attempt to try them by court mar- 
tial, the civil law must govern. Should the Judge of the Circuit Court 
deem a guard necessary, he has the authority to call on the militia of 
the county for that Parpeee, In the absence of the Attorney General, 
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I am unable to furnish you with his opinion on ‘he points requested. 
One thing, however, is certain, that so soon as an insurrection is quelled 
and peace restored, the military authority ceases; but the crime of 
treason, whether it can be tried out of the county where the act was 
committed, we have no precedent, only that of the case of Aaron Burr, 
who was charged with the commission of that'offence against the Uni- 
ted States, at Blannerhassett’s Island, in the State of Virginia, and he 
was tried at Richmond, Va. This, however, is a matter which the Ju- 
diciary will have to determine. 1 wish you distinctly to understand, 
that if you have accomplished the object of the expedition, which was 
to restore peace to the community, and to cause the offenders to be 
brought to justice, that you will discharge all your forces, and report 
to me your proceedings in the manner heretofore requested. The offi- 
cers retained ‘to serve on court martial, will also be discharged. Should 
you have left Richmond before you receive this communication, you 
will forward by express to the officer you have left in command, orders 
to the foregoing effect. | 

I should be happy to see you at this place, as you would perhaps be 
able to explain many things in relation to this perplexing subject, which 
I cannot at present understand. | 

very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

‘ LILBURN W. BOGGS, Commander-in-Chief. 


iD. Ashby’s statement of the Battle at the Miil. 
SENATE Cramsen, Nov. 28, 1838. . 


Gen. J. B.-Cranx. 


Dear Sin:—In answer to your note of this morning requesting me 


to give you such information as was in my k'nowledge relative to the 
battle fought on the 30th of October, at the Mills, on Shoal Creek, be- 
- tween the citizens and Mormons, | will state that the company I be- 
longed to was stationed in the rear as a reserve, at a distance of about 
forty yards from the line of battle; as soon as the line of battle was 
formed, and before all the troops in the line had dismounted, the fire 
commenced, (by the Mormons as I was told by them in frent.) The 
position I occupied prevented me from seeing the commencement ; as 
soon as the firing commenced the company I belonged to dismounted 
and run in the line in front. When J got sight of the position of the 
Mormons, they were all in the house, or under the bank of the cree 

and the smoke of their guns from both places, appeared to me to be 
continual. Our men took a few fires at a crack in the house, when I 


heard the order to charge the house, which order was promply obeyed, — 


—the men run to the house—as we approached it I saw one man have 
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un in front of me, andI stepped to one side, and the ‘man in 


out his 
P me squatted down and pitched under the muzzle, lay still until 


Tront o 
the gun fired, he then rose and as the Mormon drew back his gun, our 


man shoved his gun in the house and fired. By this time our men got 
possession of all the port holes, cracks, &c., and kept up such a con- 
stant fire, that the Mormons could not get their guns out to shoot. 
‘They then broke out of the house and ran towards the creek, but many 
fellin their flight. About that time I heard the cry of quarters among 
our own men. I recollect distinctly of hearing one of aur men say, 
. “they called for quarters.’ 1 then hallooed “quarters,” “quarters,” as 
‘Youd as I could, which was re-echoed by all around me. The firing then 
_ ceased on our part, at which time a volley came from the creek. I - 
then thought they had heard us calling for quarters, and thought we 
were whipped—the firing then renewed on our part and continued as 
long as there was a Mormon in sight, except the wounded. After the 
battle was near a close, I saw some of the Mormons that had reached 
the base of the hill, south of the creek, about three hundred yards from 
us, stop, turn round, and shot back at us, and then ranon. After the 
battle had subsided, | saw some of our men carry our wounded man in- 
to a house, and laid him on a bed. The men, in counting the dead, found 
one man in the house not hurt, whe had fallen down ip the early part of 
the action, and was covered with the slain. I saw him and talked with 
him the moment he was taken prisoner. Those who counted said 
thirty-one was killed of the Mormons, and seven of our men was woun- 
ded. We then got a wagon and horses, and such of our wounded as 
was unable to ride, was put in the wagon and we left the place. 
The above ‘is an outline of that affair, as my recollection serves me. 


I am, respectfully, 
DANIEL ASHBY. 


Gen. Clark to Gens. Lucas & Alchison. 
: Camp at Cuariton, October 30, 1838, 
10 o’clock, A. MM. 
Maj. Gens, Lucas & Arcuison. 


GentLewen: —I am now here with nearly one thousand men, under 
aforce march to Richmond, in pursuance of an order from the Com- 
mander-in-Clief, copies of which are herewith enclosed to you for the 
use only of your cunfidents. You will discover by them the power 
vested in me, and lor this purpose I enclose them to you. a 

Capt. Long this momeut arrived with an express from you to the 
Governor, which had been met and opened’ by Col. Williams, one of 
the Governor's aids, and sent tome; I have forwarded it to the Gover- 
ner. You will both act with your respective commands for the best, 
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- Mr. Fristoe goes on to the Governor. 


ly until Larrive, w 


accotding to circumstances, until arrive, when some plan of action 
will be settled upon. Ii the Governor should not come, I will reach 
Richmond as soonasI can. Capt. Long returns with this to you, and 


yours, 
JOHN B. CLARK, Maj. Gen. &c. . 


Gen. Clark to Gens. Lucas & Atchison. 
wre Camp wear CaRROLLTON, midnight, Nov. 1, 1838. 
Gens. Arcison & Lvcas. | 


Geytixmen:— Understanding two days sincé, while at Chariton on 
my march, that you were at Richmond, and was only holding the Mor- 
mons 10 check, until further orders, which you sough’ from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and having before :hen received orders from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief with plenary powers to settle this whole difficulty and 
call to my aid such force as 1 ini ht deem necessary,a copy of whichI 
sent you by express, per Capt. Long; but learning at this place that 
you have proceeded to Far West, and hearing a report (not officially) | 
that some of the Mormons have already surrendered 10 you; there- 


dore, under my orders, and in pursuance of the power assigned me, I 


sen you respectively the following orders, viz: You are to remain at 
some secure position in the vicinity of Far West, protecting the citi- 
zens and their property from the aggressions of the Mormons until | 
arrive with my force, which will be to-morrow night, amounting to two 
thousand men, but you are not to make any attack or operate offensive- 
oo the plan of adjustment suggested by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and proposed by myself will be communicated. You 
must take steps, if you have not, and if it be necessiry, to provision 
your forces by foraging or otherwise. If you have any prisoners, you ’ 
will make no terms with them by which they are to be discharged until 
my arrival, but preserve them from injury as prisoners. The Gover 
nor, I have learned this evening, is on his way up, and will join us per- 


haps to-morrow. | 
P will be able reach Far West in three more days. If Gen. Willock 


has arrived at the place he was ordered, you will direct him, and also 


Gen. Doniphan, to remain there until my arrival, for further orders, ob- 
we their original orders, to prevent the retreat of the Mormons to 
The express leaves immediately, and I cannat be more specific. You 
will both report to me immediately your head quarters, strength and po- 
sition, and such other matters as tend to further the service in which 


we are engaged. My express, Messrs. Scott, Turner and Engart, you 
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will furnish with such necessaries as they may need, and much oblige 


me. the honor to be, 
JOHN B. CLARK, 


Maj. Gen. 1st Div. Mo. Mi.’ : 


General Clark to General Lucas. 


Heap Quarters of the forces against the Mormons, 
Ricuuonp, November 3, 1838, 


Gen. Samver D, Lucas, Maj. Gen. 4th Div. Mo. Mi. 


Str:—I have heretofore directed you to report to me of your move- 
metuts in your operations against the Mormuns, but you have not done 
80, oreven sent me a line, except a pencil scrawl, accidentally found 
in the bar-room of the tavern at Richmond. [| know nothing officially — 
of what has been done. and shall therefore move on to Far West. You 
are ordered to: have all the prisoners and arms taken from the Mor- 
mons, tu be brought forthwith to this place, and the prisoners put in 
_ the Richmond jail and guarded, and the arms put in some secure place 
I and guarded also, and you are also ordered to discharge your forces, ex- 
cept a sufficicnt guard for the arms and prisoners as above. You will 
then repair in person to my camp between here and Daviess county, 
with your suit, and also communi¢éate to me a complete report in de- 
tail of what you have done in this expedition. These orders I make 
under orders to me from the Governor. 

I have the honor to be, 
| Your ob’t serv’t, 


JOHN B. CLARK, Com’d, Gen. 


General Clark to Gene: al Parks. 


Heap Quanrers of all the forces against the Mormons, : 
Far West, November 4, 1838. . 


Maj. Gen. Panxs. ng 


Sin:—I received your communication of this day per and 
can only say, you did right in obeying the orders of Gen. Lucas, al- 
though they were without authority so far as he was concerned. You 
have, I suppose, taken the whole of the men of the Mormons prison- 
ers; if not, you wil] do so, and place such a guard around thenvand the 
town as will protect the prisoners and secure them until they caa- 
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be dealt with properly also the property must be protected from 
ar 


plun.ler and waste as far as practicable. In relation to the proper- 
ty of the witizens, you will give notice that as soon as | get things 
settled here, 1 will repairto that place with a sufficient force to place 
the citizens back on their homes, and that then all their property that 
can be found will be delivered up to them, and also the best means 
adopted to have them paid for the damages they have sustained, til! 
which time (my arrival) all their property, as wel] as the Mormons, 
must be held in custody. ‘This is done in order that justice may be 
done in its distribution. All the citizens who have meved can now 
move back with perfect safety, as iny forces will not be discharged un- 
til they, who choose to, have moved. If you think sixty men or one 
company enough, without doubt, to Jeave at that place to secure the 

risoners and aflurd protection, &c., you are at liberty to do as you 
oe suggested, but you must select a company in whom you can con- 
fide to execute your orders, and charge them <o be strict that no outra- 
ges are committed. ‘The prisoners inust be protected. if you move 

our forces here, all but one company, you had better do so immediately. 

will wait here until you have time to come, before J make any fur- 
ther order about Adam-on-diahmon, 

lam, sir, vour obedient servant, ! 


JOHN B. CLARK, Maj. Gen. &c. 


[GENERAL ORDER.] | 
Heap Quanteas, Far West, Nov. 7, 1838. 


Brig. Gen. Robert Wi'son will take up the line of march with his 
Brigade on this morning, tor Adam on-diahmon, in Daviess county, and 
take possession o! the prisoners at that place, und proceed to ascertain 
those who committed crimes, and when. done to, put them under close 
guard, and when he moves. take them to Keytesville,aiter having them 
recognized’ by the preperauthority. He will then endeavger to restore 
the citizens of ‘Daviess te their hemes. After things have been restored 
as far as may be, he will march for home ard discharge his force, and 
report tome. I send a copy of the order of the Governor to in 
which are transferred al! things for that particular service; you will 
therefore do all things which ~ may deem necessary under said order. 

JOHN.B. CLARK, Maj. Com d,. 
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Certificate of Mormons a8 to the conduct of Gen. Clark and his troops. 
Ricumonn, November 23, 1838. 


Understanding that Maj. Gen. Clark is about to return with the 
whole of his command from the scene of difficuty, we avail ourselves 
of this occasion to state that we were present when the Mormons sur- 
rendered to Maj Gen. Lucas at Far West, and‘ remained there unti: 
Moj. Gen. Clark arrived; and we are happy to have an opportunity 
as well as pe satisfaction oi stating that the course of him and his. 
troops while at Far West wasol the most respect/{ul kind and obliging 
character towards the said Mormons; and that the destitute among 
that people are much indebted to him.'for sustenance: during his stay. 
‘The modification of the:terms upon which the Mormortis surrendered, 
by permitting them to remain'untul they could safely go in-the spring, 
was also an act that gave general sat.staction tothe Mormons. We 
have no hesitation m saying that the course taken by Gen Clark with 
the Mormons was necessary jor the public peace,and that the Mor- 
mons ure generally satisfied with his course, and feel in duty bound to 
say that the conduct of the General, his staf officers and troops, was 
highly honoralbe as‘soidiers and citizens, so far as our knowledge ex- 
tends; and we have heard of nothing derogatory to the dignity of the 
State in the treatment of the prisoners. , tee 
Respectfully, &c. 
W. W. PHELPS, 
GEO. WALTER, 
JOHN CLEMINSON. 

G. M. HINKLE. 
JOHN CORRILL. 


Wilson to General Clark. 


Gen. Ciark. 
Sia:dn- pursuance of your order, dated at Far West, Nov. 7, | 


marched with the troops under my command for Adam-on-diahmon, - 
‘in the county of Daviess, where | arrived on the 8th. Immediately 


after my arrival, | had called t.gether‘all the Mormons then residing in 
Daviess county, and distinctly informed them of the nature of the 
order of the Cammander-in-Chief, and that you had transferred the 
same to the undersigned to be executed in the county of Daviess. I 
also informed thenrthat they would be permitted to remain in Daviess 
county during the winter, or that they, at their wption, should be per- 


mitted peaceably to remove themselves and property to Caldwell 


‘ »gounty, if they desired so to do; that 1 would remain ten days with a 
sufficient force for their protection, and that I would give-:to such as 
desired it, a written permitito remove to Caldwell or out of the State. 
So soon as this was made known to them, they unanimausly made ap- 
plicationand received the permit above alluded to, and in the course of 
ten days all the Mormons residing at tha* point, with a few exceptions, 
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had removed in eand safety. I would here giveit as my. opinion, 
that, owing to the hostility these people had produced against them- 
selves by their excesses and depredations upon the property and lives 
of the citizens, they would not have been permitted to remain here in 
safety, and of this the Mormons seemed to be well satisfied. I found the 
ater portion of these people to be late emigrants to this place from 
anada and the Northern part of the U. States, encamped mostly in 
tents, unprovided with provisions for the winter., I was told, upon in- 
quiry, that the prisoners had not been guarded since their surrender, 
and that such as knew they cou'd be identified by the citizens had 
mostly absconded. Such of the Mormons as could be identified were 
placed on'trial before a justice ofthe peace. The Mormons have 
done immense injury to the citizens of this county, first by robbing 
them of all their moveable property, and then: burning their houses. 
A part of this property was foundat Adam-on-diahmon, but the 
greater portion is still missing. ‘The people of Daviess county, during 
my stay among them, conducted themselves towards the Mormons 
with great propriety and even generosity. Iam fully satisfied for my- 
self that no people having any claims to honesty would permit such a 
band of robbers, as these Mormons have proved themselves to be, to 
reside among them.. It is useless for me here to recapitulate the evi- 
dence upon which this opinivn is founded, as you must be fully in pos- 
ma of the same, from the inquiry now going forward at Rich- 
mond. 
I have great pleasure in being able to certify to vou of the goed con- 
duct of the troops under my coinmand; both officers and privates dis- 
charged their duty to my entire satislaction, and without a murmur. 
So far as I am informed,no Mormon was injured in person or property, — 
by any person under my command. — 

Finding the civil authorities of Daviess county in a situation to dis- 
charge all the duties required of them by law, I referred to their decision 
all matters in dispute in relation to property between citizens and 
Mormons under the belief that an exercise of military authority, un- 
der the circumstances, would have been improper. The extent of the 
injury sustained by the citizens could not be fully ascertained, but as 
far as my observation and information extended the whole county is 
_ laid waste, and I fear many will suffer during the winter. It is impossible 

to witness these scenes of distress, without feeling the deepest indigna- 
tion against the leaders of these people, who under the sacred name 
of religion: have caused their followers to commit the most horrid 
crimés ever perpetrated in any country, and that too, as they allege, for 
the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ. as } 

The troops. under my command:have all returned home, and I am 
this far on the route, subject to your further orders. po tite 
] have the honor to be, 

With great respect, 
2 Your obedient servant, 
.ROBERT WILSON, ..., 
Brig. Gen. 2d Brig. 1st Div. Mo. Mi. 
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'. Report of Gen. Clark. 
| OF Jurvenson, ‘Nov, 29, 1838- 
T'he Governor of the State of Missouri. 


Sin:—The whole of the forces placed under my command, for the 
purpose specified in your ordersof the 26th. and 27th of last, month, 
(copies of which are here attached, marked A and B,) being discharg- 
ed, I now, in pursuance of your orders, proceed to report to jou my 
movements; as well as to submit to you such facts as 1 have been able 
_. to embody, showing the commencement, progress and terminatioa of 
this perplexing difficulty. One or twe days before | received your or- 
ders, above referred.to, I had, upon information received from Messrs. 
Rees, Williams, Dickson, and Woods, in writing (copies of which are 
C,) issued orders to have raised in my division 
1,000 mounted men, to be ready to march on Monday the 29th ef last 
month, all of which | immediately communicated to you by express, 
The express, however, conveying my communication, met one from 
your Excellency, conveying to me your orders,and returned. On the 
29th, according to my order, the first Brigade rendezvouzed at Fayette, 
prepare: to march and did on thot evening take up the line ‘of march 
and reach Chariton. On the next morning, the. 30th, I received an ex- 
press from Gens. Atclnson & Lucas to you, but which had been sent to 
me by. Col. Williams, your aid. After examining it I enclosed it to 
you. This letter stated war was inevitable, and that they would hold 
the enemy in check, until you could arrive. Supposing from previous 
information ‘that the forces under the command of Gens. Atchison and 
Lucas would only be employed as stated, I wrote to them, telling 
them to acttor the best, according to circumstances, until my arrival, 
in which letter I enclosed copies of your two orders to me, {this letter _ 
is here attached, marked D.) On this evening we reached Key tesville, 
when we met the second Brigade, commended by Brig. Gen. Wilson, 
who had been ordered to join me at this place. Here | organized the 
division, giving Col. J. W. Redman the command of the first Brigade, 
in the absence of the Brig. Gen. The next day we took up the tine of 
-march for Richmond, making forced marches. On the day we reached 
Carrollton, Nov. 2., | heard that Gen. Lucas had invested Far West, 
and affected a capitulation, the terms of which was that the Mormons | 
were, Ist, to give up their leaders to be tried and punished. 2nd, All 
who had taken up arms to make an appropriation of their property, to 
pay their debts, and the damages they had done. 3rd, The balance 
should leave the State forthwith, and be protected out of the State by 
the Militia. 4th, To give up all their arms. . ‘These propositions seem 
to have been proposed in writing by Gen. Lucas, and accepied to by 
the Mormons, as | afterwards learned. I here sent another express to 
Gen. Lucas, ordering him to hold to the prisoners, and make no final 
treaty untill arrived; when | would communicate to him my views, 
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&c. (A copy of this order is. herewith attached, marked £.) This 
order, however, did not reach Gen. Lucas, as 1 am informed, until after he 


— had left Far West with the prisoners. ‘I'he next day [ reached Ciooked 
River. Learning here that Gen. Lucas had disbanded his forces, and 


marched the prisoners to Independence, | immediately sent an express 
to intercept him, with orders for him to march the prisoners and arms 
back to Richmond, (a copy of which order is here attached, marked F.) 
J eontinued my march to far West, where the troops arrived on Sun- 
day, the 4th of this:nionth. Hearing at Richmond, that some of the 
guard, left by Gen, Lucas at Far West, were killiog prisoners and com- 
mitting other excesses, | left my troops and went in advance, riding all 
night, in order to check such things, but when | reached there, om ex- 
amination, ! found the guard had been misrepresented greatly, and in- 
justice dune them in this matter, as well as Gen. Lucas’ troops in marty 
respects. When the troops -reached Far West they were en- 
camped in the vicinity of town, a guard placed around the army,/ to 
keep the men from going in on that evening. [ wentinto town with 
all the field officers, and instituted a Military Court of Inquiry, to as- 
certain who were the most guilty and ought to be put on their trial in 
the Civil Courts. ‘The business employed my time for two daysand 
nights. I will here remark, but for the capture of Sampson Avard, a 
leading Mormon (by Coi, Halli from the Piatte, who tsa fine officer,) I 
do not believe | could have obtained any useful facts. No one dis- 
closed any useful matter until he was captured and broughtin. I in- 
structed every one who did disclose or give testimouy, that they were 
not bound to criminate themselves, and that no steps would be taken 
to compel them. Weeprogressed with this investigation until all had 


_ disclosed, who would willingly. lL then caused the whole of the Mor- 


anons to be paraded, and selected suchas { thought ought to ve put on 
their trial before a committing, Magistrate, and put thern in a room un- 
til the next morning, when | took up the line of march for Richmond, 
with the whole forces and prisoners, 46 in number. |, however, the day 
before | left Far West. despatcrved Lieut. Col. Price with t.e compa- 
nies from the 2nd Brigade to Richmond, to receive the prisoners and 
arms Gen. Lucas had, been ordered to hive. there. On his arrival, not 
finding them thereyhe went to Independence, and informed the Gen. 
of the nature of hismissions They were then started and arrived the 
next day. ‘Phe arms, however, I did not snecees in getting belore my 
departure from: Richmond, but suppose they could not be crossed for 
the ees On the'day I left Far West, I directed Brig. Gen. Robert 
Wilson, with his Brigrde, except the two companies Goi. Price had at 
Adam-on-diahwion, a-town in. Daviess county, to settle matters in that 
uarter. “He had furnished. him a copy of vour several orders to me. 
Gen. Wilsun ts a'good ‘otlicer, and also Lawyer, and I thought there- 
fore particularly fitted fot that'command, ‘The mannerin which he 
discharged his duty, will be!seen by his finalcreport to me,) wath my or- 
der to him, (a copy of: whieh is here attached, marked G.) The Gen. 
and his troops suffered very much by the inclemency of the weather, 
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but they acted kind'y and humanely to the prisoners, and deserve great 
credit. While at Far West, Brig. Gen. Parks reported to me his acts 
at Diahmon, under the order of Gen. Lucus,and sent to him an order, 
to keep the prisoners gu>rded until my arrival, charging him not to 


permit the property or person of the’prisoners: to be injured in any 
way, (a copy of which order is attached, marked H.) Gen. Parks ful- 


filled my orders to my satisfaction. While in Far West, Iwas applied 
to by aconsiderable riumber, who informed nie that they were out of 
rovisions in town, but had plenty on their farms. Not wishing to 1e- 
ease any until I had closed the inquiry, I caused provisions to be dealt 
out to such as were clestitute until they were discharged. There wasat 
Far West about 500 Mormons, (séveral hundred having run off with 
their arms before my arrival,) and at Adam-on-diahman about 150 or 
200, making in all about 1.200 armed inen, when all together, as well as 
l can ascertain. There is now collected in the hands of my Quarter 
Master, and I presume Gen. Lucas’s, about 700 guns, a great many pis- 
tols, swords, and spears, but I have not now in my possession any 
means to ascertain the exact*number, but they have been receipted for, 
and will be reported in due time by the proper officer. Betore I ‘eft 
Far West, | had the Mormonscualled together and addressed them, in sub- 
stance, that they had capitulated with Gen. Lucas, and made their own 
agreement, and they would be expected to comply, and must comply, 
deeming it necessary for the public peace, but that they would net be 
expected to go until their convenience in the spring. ‘That no Military 
guard would go with them—that none was necessary.as I would pledge 
the honor of the State they should not be hurt; that their arms should 
be given up to them. I did not see what else ] could do under the cir- 
cumstances, without setting at navght what had been done by Gen. Lu- 
cas, which I thought wouid have produced another difficulty with these ° 
re of perhaps more danger than the one that was then settled. 
his being done, | marched to Richmond with the prisoners, and appli- 
ed to the Han. A. A. King to try them. He commenced the examina- 
tion immediately after the defendants obtained counsel. Before their 
trial commenced. they were informed what wasualleged against then. 
[spoke to Col. Wood to assist the Circuit Attorney in the prosecution, 
in the reasons given in my last communication. ‘The inquiry, as,you 
may well imagine, took a wide range, embracing the crimes of ‘l'reason, 
Murder, Burglary, Robbery, Arson,and Larceny. Gens. White, Grant, 
and Willock were directed to discharge their troops, as soon as I learn- 
ed of the surrender, and that they were on their march; also the troops 
from the 5th Div. under the command of Gen. Wood ward, except the 
Boonville guards, commanded by Capt. Chiles, and the company 
of Cavalry commanded by Capt. Parsons—both of those companies 
were kept to guard the prisoners—the guarits to bring them to 
Rienmon4, and the Cavalry to guard them after they got there. The 
whole of the troops. are now out of service, and were discharged as 
early as possible, according to your orders. Brig. Gen, Wilson, who” 
was sent to Daviess county, to settle matters in that quarter, made a 


~ 
| 
‘a 
of 
& 
‘ 5 
4 
iv 
} iia 
| | 
| 
\ 
‘ 


ae 


repert of his acts and opinions of the commencement of the difficulty, 
which is dated the 25th, and it is so replete with information that I 
i have appended it to this report as heretofure stated. I can bear testi- 
\ mony tothe good conduct of my whole immediate command, both of- 
| ficers and men. . They all conducted themselves on the march, and 


while with the Mormons, as honorable citizen soldiers; and I state to 
you, sir, that nene of mv Division at any time, nor any of the forces 
after I arrived at Far West, committed any violence, either upon the 
property or persons of the Mormons, of either sex; any statement 
or insinuation to the contrary is false and a slander upon my command 
and our citizens. - I am led tomake this statement to your Excellency 
- onaccount of strictures Ihave seen in some of the public Journals of tne 
country, about the troops generally,and consequently embracing my 
command, | canuot vouch for the troops before my agrival, but | do af- 
terwards, and in justice to the officers commanding. before | will state, 
that I believe that great mjustice has been done them also. I have the 
testimony of the most intelligent Mormons as to the subject, (which I 
‘attach, marked L.) It is humiliating to the Militia, who are citizens 
generally of a high order, to see the public Journa's of the country 
publishing every report that is put out, without knowing whether it be 
true or false, for the purpose of casting repreach upon our arms and 
country. J make this statement to rescue ny command from such un- 
merited censure, which J know to be false as far as they are concern- 
ed, and leave other general officers, having the command before my 
arrival, to act as they please in the premises. I have not been able to 
satisfy myself as well as] would desire of the causes of this difficulty, 
but enough is shown by the evidence I here attach, (marked J.) to ena- 
ble the country to appreciate your prompt.movement in ordering out 
the Militia to put down an insurrection of no ordinary character. It 
had for its object Dominion, the ultimate subjugation of this State and 
- the Union to the Jaws of a few men called! the Presidency. Thier 
churen was to be built up at any rate, peaceably if they could, forcibly 
if necessary. These peuple had banded themselves together in Socie- 
ties, the object of which was to first drive from their Society such as 
refused to jvin them in their unholy purposes, and then to plunder thie 
surrounding country, and ultimately to subject the State to their rule. - 
| They have committed great injury to the country by burning, robbing, 
; &ec. These things, however, their leaders say, was done to punish the 
4 citizens ef our State, for past violence tu them. How this is, you can 
determine from the evidence herewith sent. In their incursions they 
have robbed, murdered, stole and burnt, and committed many inhuman 
‘) acts on helpless families. I have no doubt but what we have many - 
citizens who. have very much mistreated these people, but never to 
7 such an extent as to create the idea in a rational mind, who loved his 
_- country, that the Government ought to be subverted and the laws put 
it at defiance. The whole number of the Mormons killed through the | 
whole difficulty, as far as I can ascertain, are about, 40, and several 
wounded. There has been one citizen killed, and about 15 badly 
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wounded. I give it as my decided opinion that much more blood would 
have been shed than was, if there had been only troops enough ordered 
out by your Excellency tu conquer the insurgents in a battle, than by 
having alargernumber. This influence awed them into submission to 
the first troops that appeared before their town: This J am-authorized 
to say by intelligent eens Muclyhas been said to the prejudice of 
those engaged in the battle of Hann’s Mills; not having received before 
my departure from Richmond, an official acconnt of that battle from 
the officer commanding, since, my arrival here,] addressed a note ‘to 
~ Maj. Ashby, a Senator from Chariton, who was there, for iaformation. | 
His answer is here appended, and (marked K.) to which I refer you. 
~ 1 would inform your Sucollaacs that | have been informed by the Mor- 
mons, that there are aow about 100 females, the wives of those who 
were killed and run off, who are destitute and depend on their friends 
for support. [ do not kuow how many of the prisoners will be com- 
mitted, not having heard the evidence in defence. When | left Rich- 
mond, | obtained copies of all the evidence that had been given in, that — 
I could procure, and engaged a gentleman to copy the balance on both 
sides, and forward it to meat this place by each mail. The evidence 
I have is not certified, but J heard it delivered, and know it is substan- 
tially copied. That part of S. Avard’s evidence, giving a list of those 
“persons engaged in crime, is by accident omitted. As fast as the bal- 
ance arrivesit shall be transmitted. Every facility was afforded the 
prisoners in getting their witnesses, &c. that could be, and as far as I 
could observe the investigation was conducted upon legal grounds. 
They have all counsel, who are vigilant in their defence. No pay foils 
have yet been inade to me, but they will -be very soon, when | will for- 
ward them indue form. There is some oT property which my 
Quarter Master was ordered to report to the Quarter Master General. 
- Having now submitted to you® Excellency the course taken by me 
under your several orders, in‘every material step, as well as such in- 
formation as I possess, permit me to assure your Excellency that 
entered on my duties with fearful apprehensions that my experience 
and ability to command had been overrated by you, and it would have 
iven me pleasure if such an important trust, involving so much, had 
been committed to other more competent hands. But in the discharge 
of my duty I have endeavored to comply with your orders as I under- 
stood and construed them, making the restoration and preservation of 
the public peace the great ng ert to be attained ali—which I réspectfully 
submit to your Excellency, hoping that my acts may be satisfactory to 
you, and yours to the country. _ 3 | | 
sir, with considesation of high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
Hig JOHN B. CLARK, 


Maj. Gen. Commanding. 
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M. Arthur, Esq. to the Representatives from Clay Gounty. 
Nov. 29, 1838. 


Respectep Famnos:—Humanity to an injured people prompts me 
nt present to address you thus. You were aware of the treatment (to 
some extent belore vou left. home,) :eceived by! that unfortunate race 


of beings called the Mormons, from Daviess, in the form of human be- 


ings inhabiting Daviess, Livingston, and a part of Ray county; not 
being satisfied with the relinquishments of all their rights as citizens and 
human beings, in the treaty forced upon them by Gener#! Lucas, by 
giving up their arms, and throwing themselves upon the metcy of the 
State, and their fellow-citizens generally, hoping thereby protection of 
their lives and property, are now receiving treatment from those de- 
inons, that makes humanity shudder, and the cold chills. ron over any 
man, not entirely destitute of any feeling of humanity. Those demons 
are now constantly strolling up and down Caldwell county, in sm 
companies armed, insulting the women in any and every way, and plun- 
dering the poor devils of all the means of subsistence (scanty as it was) 
left them, and driving off their horses, cattle, hogs, &c., and rifling their 
houses and farms of every thing therein, taking beds, bedding, ward- 
robe and all such things as they see they want, leaving the poor Mor- 
mons in a starving and naked condition. 

These are facts | have from authority that cannot be questioned, and 
can be maintained and substantiated at any time. ‘There is now a pe- 
tition afloat in our town, signed by the citizens of all parties and grades, 
‘which will be sent you in a few days, praying the Legisiature to make 
some speedy enactinent applicable to their case—they are entirely 
willing to leave our State, so soon as this inclement season is over, and 
a mumber have already left and are leaving daily, scattering themselves 
to the four winds of the earth. | 
” Now, sirs,1 do not want by any means to dictate to you the course 
to be pursued. but one fact | will merely suggest. I this day was con- 
-versing with Mr. George M. Pryer, who is just from Far West, rela- 
ting the outrages there committed daily. I suggested to him the pro- 
priety of the Legislature’s placing a guard to patrol on the lines of Cald- 
well county, say of about twenty five men, and give them, say, about 
one dollar or one and a half .perday, each man, and find their 
provisions, é&c., until, say, the first day of Junenext. Those men ren- 
dering that protection necessary to the Mormons, and allowing them to 
follow, and bring to justice any individual who has heretofore, or will 
hereafter be guilty of plundering or any violation of thelaws. 

I would suggest that George M. Pryer be appointed captain of said 
guard, and that he will be allowed to raise his own men—he is willi 
thus to act. He is a man «f correct habits, and will do justice to all 
sides, and render die satisfaction. | 

Should this course not be approved of, I would recommend the res- 
toration of their arms, for their own protection. One or the other of 
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these suggestidns is certainly due the Mormons from the State. . She 
has now their leaders prisoners to the number of filty or sixty, and I 
apprehend-no danger from tie remainder in any way, until they will 
leave the State.  .M. ARTHUR, 


Hon. A, A. King to the ‘Governor. 
Ricumonp, Dec. 23, 1838. 


Dean Sin:—I have recently seen Col. Price, who made known to me 
the object of his mission to this part of the State. In reference to the 
lawless depredations said to be practised on the Mormons, I have no 
doubt that the charges are, to a certrin exteat,traue, and I have as lit- 
tle. doubt that the. perpetrators of them can be eflectually brought to 
justice by the civil authorities. If, instead of writing those inflamma- 
tory letters to members of the Legislature, these same men would come 
befure me, and give such informatiuna as the law requires against these 
lawless characters,] should bring them to an immediate accyunt, and 
} am satisfied there is virtue ervugh in this community to aid and 
sustain me in so laudyble an undertaking. I| have heard frequent com- 
plainis, and have uniformly invited them to institute a legal investigar — 
tion, but no person has thought praper to do so. Sa 

In most of the cases of outrage against the property of the Mor- 
mons, it has heen by persons who pretend, and perhaps truly, that the 
Mormons owe them, o: by persons who say that the Mormons, in their 
late outrages upon them, have destroyed their property, and they take. 
this means to indemnify themselves. This certain!v is an unlawful, and 
highly objectionable course. But Ipthink itis very. ungraciousin “Mr. 
Arthur to charge it upon the citizens of the surrounding counties ex- 
empting his own county of Clay... If rumor be true, he himself has 
heen extepsively engaged in collecting his Mormon debts, in property 
chiefly, and at prices less than half what would be asked or given in 
ordinary cases. This with me is only rumor, but theye are men who 
say so, who are equal!y respectable with Mr. Arthuy. As it regards 
the military fine recommended by him,1 should look upon itas a direct 
imputation upon the power and efficacy of the civil authorities to 
maintain the law in ordinary cases, and would, in eeflect, be reversing 
that salutary constitutional principle which renders the military subor- 
dinate to the civil,authority.. | 

_I cannot but express a regret that the time, in my opinion, is not ve- 
ry distant when we shall have the same scence to go through with the 
Mormons that we hava lately witnessed. If the Mormons would dis- 
perse, and not gather into exclusive communities of their own, I think, 
with the exception of a few of their leaders, the people might be re- 
conciled to them, but this they utterly :eluse todo. They tell me that 
it would amount toan abandonment of their creed and religion, for they 
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believe, you know, in the gathering together of the Sfints, and that. 


they shall come out from the world. Suggest the matter to them as I 


have done, for the sake of their peace and safety, and they will give. 
ou many scriptural reasons why they should not do so. 

The Mormons appear lately to have tsed new courage, and to be 
determined not to move. The citizens are equally determined they 
shall; for nothing but expulsion or the other alternative will satisfy this 
community, that is, if the Mormons hold out under their former princi- 
ples and practices. This, I know, is strong doctrine for some of the 
members, and such as I have not encouraged, occupying the station I do, 
either by act or expression, yet | can easily find inen in this communi- 
ty, noted for their good moral character and correct deportment, who 
are determined the Mormons shall not reside among them. The alter- 
native is presented, the expulsion of the Mormons, or the virtual relin- 
quishment of their own homes. 

There have been, from parts of this State, as well as from other 
States, highly respectable gentlemen, who came among us, with all 
their sympathies and prejudices enlisted in favor of the Mormons, but 
after travelling through the country, hearing and seeing what they did, 
they undergo an entire change of opinion, such as has frequently as- 
tonished me. 
~ [have written to you,in conformity with the request made by you 
through Col. Price, in reference to the necessity of a military force te 


sustain and uphold the laws. | 


* I am, very respectfully, 
‘AUSTIN A. KING. 


Execunve Department, op Jzrrenson, Feb. 18, 1839. 
The to Col. Wiley C. Williams. 
To Col. Winer ©. Wis; aid to the Commander-in-Chief.. 
Sin:—You will take measures, as soon as practicable, to cause the 


arms, surrendered by the Mormons, to be delivered to the proper own- 
ers, upon their producing satisfactory evidence of their claims. If, in 


| any case, yon think an improper use would be made of them, you can 


retain such, using a sound discretion in the matter. You will call 
Capt. Pollard or any other person who may have arms in possession, 
and take cliarge of them, and this will be your authority fer so doing. 
| Tam respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
LILBURN W. BOGGS. 
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Given before the Hon. Austin A. King, judge of the fifth judicial circuit 
the State of Missouri, at the a 
court of inquiry begun Nov. 12, 1838, on the trial of Joseph Smith, jr., 
and others, for high treason, and other crimes against the Siate. 


, State vs. JosephSmith, jr., Hiram Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Parle rR. 
Pratt, Lyman Wight, Amasa Lyman, George W. Robinson, Caleb 


Baldwin, Alanson par Voorhees, Sidney Turnur, - 
at 


John Buchanan, Jaco es, Chandler Haldbrook, George W, 
ris, Jesse D. Hunter, Andrew Whitlock, Martin C. Alred, William 
Alred, George Grant, Darwin Chase, Elijah Newman, Alvin G. Tip- 
tts, Zedekiah Owens, Isaac Morley, Thomas Beck, Moses Clawson, 


ohn J. Turnur, Daniel Shearer, Daniel S. Thomas, Alexander Me- 


“Ray, Elisha Edwafds, John S. Higbey, Ebenezer Page, Benjamin 

Covey, Ebenezer Robinson, Lyman Gibbs, James M Henderson, 
‘David Pettigrew, Edward Partridge, Francis Higbey, David Fram 

ton, George Kimble, Joseph W. Younger, Henry Zabriski, Allen J. 


Stout, Sheffield Daniels, Silas Manard, Anthony Head, Benjamin | 


Jones, Daniel Carn, John T. Earl, and Norman Shearer; who wére 
_ charged with the several crimes of high treason against the State, 
murder, burglary, arson, robbery, and larceny. 

Sampson Avard, a witness uced, sworn, and examined on be- 
half of the State, deposeth and sait!i: That about four months ‘ago, a 
band, called the Daughters of Zion, (since called the Danite bind,) was 
formed of the:members of the Mormon church, the original die of 


which ‘was to drive from the county of Caldwell all those who dissent- 
ed from the Mormon church; in which they succeeded admirably ‘ani 
to the satisfaction of those concerned. I consider Joseph Smith, jt, 
as the prime*mover and organizer of this Danite band. The officers 
of the band, aceordiag to their grades, were brought before him, ata 
school house, together with Hiram Smith and Sidney Rigdon: the three 
composing the firet presidency of the whole church. emg Smith, 
jr., blessed them, and prophesied over them: declaring that they should 
be the means, in the hands of God, of bringing’ forth the millenia! 
kingdom. ‘It was ‘stated by Joséph Smith, jr., that ‘it Was neéece 

this band should be bound together. by a covenant, that those who re- 
vealéd the secrets of the society should be put to death. ' Tee a 
nant'taken by all the‘Danite band was as follows, to-wit: They | 
red, holding up their right hands, “In the name of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, 1 do‘solemnly obligate myself ever to conceal, and’never 
to réveal, the secret purposes of ‘this society called the Daughters of 
Zion. Should I ever do the-same, I hold my life as the forfeiture.” 


The prophet, Tosiph Smith, jr., together with his two counsellots, (Hi- 


ram Smith and éy Rigdon,) were considered as the supreme head 


of the church; anid the Danite band’ felt themselves as mucti'bound to’ 
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obey them, as to obey the Supreme God. Instruction was given by 
- Joseph Smith, jre that if any of them should get into a difficulty, the 
rest should help him out; and that they should stagd by each other, 
right Sr wrong. This instruction was given at a Danite meeting jn a 
public address. As for Joseph Smith, jr., andhis two counsellors, the 
_ witness does not know that they ever took the Daniteoath. He knows 
that all the rest are Danites, except Sidney Turner, Andrew Whitlock, 
Zedekiah Owens, Thomas Rich, John J. Turner, Daniel S. Thomas, 
David Pettigrew, George Kimble, Anthony Head, Benjamin Joneg, and @ 
At the election last August, a report came to Far West that some of 
the brethren in Daviess county werekilled. I called for twenty volun- 
teers to accompany me to Daviess to see into this matter. I went; and 
about one hundred and twenty Mormons accompanied me to Adam-on- 
diahmon—Mr. Joséph Smith, jr., in company. When Iarrived there J 
found the report exagerated. None were killed. We. visited Mr.’ 
Adam Black—about 150 or 200 men of us armed. Joseph Smith was 
commander; and if Black had not sigaed the paper he did, it was the 
common uaderstanding and belief that he would have shared the fate 
of the dissenters. Sidney Rigdon and Lyman Wight were at Adam 
‘when we went to Black’s,and advised the movement. 
As regards the affair at De Witt, I know little personally; but I heard 
Mr. 8S. Rigdon say they had gone down to De Witt, where it was said 
a mob had collected to wage war upon the Mormons residing in Car- 
roll county; and that Joseph Smith, jr., with his friends, went down to 
De Witt to give aid and help to his brethren, The company, as | pre- 
sume, ‘were armed. They returnedarmed. Hiram Smith and George 
W. Robinson were in. the company. Amasa Lyman went to see,what 
was on. Iheard these persons. say they were in Hinkle’s camp 
t itt). several days. When the Mormons returned from De 
itt, it was rumored that a mob. was collecting in Dayiess county. 
Joseph Smith, jr., the Sunday before the late disturbances in Daviess, 
at a church meeting, gave notice that he wished the whole county col- 
lected on the next day (Monday) at Far West. He-.declared (on Sun- 
day or Monday—lI don’t recollect which) that all who, did. not take up 
arms in defence of the Mormons of Daviess should be considered as 
- tories, and should take their.exit fromthe county. |... «| 
» At the meeting on Monday, when persons met from. all parts of the 
county of Caldwell, Joseph Smith, jr., took the pulpit, and delivered.an 
address, in which he said that we had. been an injured, people, driven - 
violehtly from.Jackson. county; that we had appealed to the Governor, 
magitrnlen, judges, and even to.the President of the United States, 
and there hadrbeen no redress.for us; and that now a mob was about 
to destroy the rights of our brethren of Daviess county, and that it 
‘was high time that we should take measures to defend our own rights, 
In the address, he related an anecdote about a captain mie applied tq 
an to purchase potatoes, who refused to sell. -The captain 
then charged his company several different times, not to touch the. 
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* Mormons, by Joseph Smith, jr., to goto Daviess. He frequent- 
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Dutchman's potatoes. the morning the Dutetiman had not potatoe | 


in/his Whole patch. This was in reference to’ touching no proper- 
ty:inour expedition to Daviess county that did not belong to us; but he 
told us that the children of God didnot go to war at their own expense. 


A vote was:taken whether the brethren should embody and go down to 


‘Daviess to attack the mob. ‘This question was put by the prophet, 
Joseph Smith, jr, and passed unanimously, with a few exceptions. 
Captains Patten and: Brunson were appointed commanders of the 


ie these men generals. | once hada command as an officer, but 
Joseph Smith, \jr., removedme from it, and I asked him the reason, and 
he assigned that he had another office forme. Afterwards Mr. Rig- 


- don told me I was to fill the office of ‘surgeon, to attend to the sick and 


wounded. After we arrived at ’Diahmon, in Daviess, a council was 
held-at night, composed of Joseph Smith, jr., George W. Robinson, 
Hiram Smith, Captains Patten and Brunson, Lyman Wight, Preston R. 
@ahoon, P. P. Pratt, and myself, and perhaps Mr. Hinkle. President 
Rigdon was not present. He remained at Far West; a corréspond- 
ence was kept up between him and Joseph Smith, jr. Iheard Mr, Rig- 
don read one of the letters from Smith, which, as I remember, was 
about as follows: That he knew from prophecy and from the revéla- 


tion of Jésus Christ, that the enemies of the kingdom were in their 


hands; and that'they (the Mormon nee) shouldsucceed; Rigdon,on 
reat consolation to have such au- 


reading the letter, said it — him g 

thority that the kingdom of God wasrolling on. In the above referred 
to council, Mr. Smith spoke of the grievances we had suffered in Jack- 
son, Clay, Kirfland, and other places; declaring that we mast in future, 
stand up for our rights as citizens of the United states, andas saints of 
the most high God; and that it-was the will of God we should do so; 
,that we should be free and independent, and that as the State of Mis- 
souri and the United States, would not protect us, it was high time_ we 
should be up, as the saints of the most high God, and protect ourselves, 
and take the kingdom. Lyman‘ Wight observed, that, before the winter 
was over, he thought we would be in St. Louis, and take it. Smith 
eharged them’ that they should be united in sapporting each other. 
Smith said, on some occasions, that one shoald chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to fights that he considered the United States 
rotten. He compared the Mormon church to thé little stone spoken’ 
by the Prophet Daniel; and the dissenters first, and the State,ne 


“a 


was part of the image that should be destroyed by this little stone. | 


The council was called on to vote the measures of Smith; which the} 


did unanimously, On the next day sce Patten (who was call 
by the prophet Captain Fearnaught) took command of about one hun- 
dred armed men; and told them that he had a job for them to do, atid 
that the work:of the Lord was rollmg on, and they must be united. 
He then led the troops to Gallatin, saying he was going to attack’t 
mob there. "He ‘made a rush into Gallatm, dispersing the few m 
there, and took the goods out of Stolling’s store, and carried them 
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Diahmon, and | afterwards saw the storehouse on fire... When we re- 
returned 1a ’Diahmon, the goods were deposited in she Lord’s store- 
house, under the.care of Bishop Vincent Knight. Orders were stiret- 
ly given that all the goods, should be deposited in the Lord's storehouse. 
Ne individuals were to appropriate any thing to themselves until a gea- 
eral distribution should be made. Joseph Smith, jr., wast Adam-ob- 
diahmon, giving directions about things in general connected with the 
war. When Patten returned fromGallatin to Adam-no-diahmon, the « 
oods were divided or apportioned out among those engaged; and_ 
ese aflairs were conducted under the superintendence of the first 


-presidency.. A partof the goods were brought to Far West. On 
their arrival, under the care of Capt. Fearnaught, President Rigdonand 


otheis shouted three hosannabsto the,vietors. Ontheday Patien went 
to Gallatin, Colonel Wight went to Millport, asI understood. I saw a. 
eat many cattle, furniture, &c., broughtinto our camp by the Mormons. 
Kher we returned to Far West, the troops. were constantly kept ib 
motion, and there was.a council held at the house of President Rigdon 
to determine who should be chiefs. It was determined that Colonel — 
Wight should be commander-in-chief at Adam-on-diahmon; Brunson, 
captain of the flying-horse of Daviess; Colonel Hinkle should be com- 
mander-in-chief,of the Far West, troops; Captain Patten, captain of 
the flying-horse, or cavalry; and that the a Joseph Smith, jr., 
should be commander-in-chief of the whole kingdom. The council 
was. composed of Joseph Smith, jr.,, Captain Fearnaught, alias Patten, 
Colonel Hinkle. Colonel Wight, and President Rigdon... The object of 
the council was in furtherance of the scheme.proposed in:council in Da- 
viess, referred to above. After the council, Fearnaught disputed asto 
the chief command of the Far West tfoops, and had a smartaltercation | 
about it with Hinkle, but Smith proposed’that they agree to disagree, 
and go on for the good of the kingdom. The troops were kept togeth- 
er until the militia came out. lately. There..were from 500;to 800 
men, as I should suppose, under arms. It wae about the time 
the militia came out lately to Far West, under General. Lucas, thatiour 


prophet assembled the troops together at Far West,.into, a hollow 


square, and addressed them, and stated to them that the kingdom. of 


! God should be set up, and, should never fall; and for every one: we | 


lacked in number of those. who came against us, the .Lord would, send 
atigels, who would fight for us; and that we should be victorious... Af- 
ter the militia had been near. Far West awhi'e,,.in. an: address, Smith 
eaid that those troops were.militia, and that we. were militia too, and — 
both sides clever fellows; and he advised them to know nothing of what. 
had happened; to say mothing; and to keep dark: that he, Smithy had 
forgotten more than he had ever known, Afterit. was.ascertained that 
the militia had arrived, intelligence was immediately, sent to’ Diahmon, 
to Colonel Wight. Nextmornmg Colonel Wight arrived.in Far West 
with about one hondred mounted and armed men... The: t were 
constantly kept prepared, and in a sitvation to repel attaek. eve- 
ning the militia arrived near Far West, it was the general understand- 
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in the Mormoncamp that they were militia legally called out; and . 
indeed, previous to their arrival, it was ascertained there were militia . 
on theit way to’ Far West. Some months ago I Teceived orders to 
destroy the paper concerning the Danite» Society; which order was i 
sued by the first presidency, ‘and which paper, being the constitution © 
for the government-of the Danite Society, was ia my custody, bat 
which I did not destroy. It is now in General 'Clark’s ion, 
gave the .paper up-to General Clark after was taken prisoner. 
ad it in iny purse, where | had previously deposited it; and believe 
“it never had been ‘in any n’s possession after I first received ‘it. 
This paper wasitnken into President Rigdon's house, and read ‘to the: 
prophetand hid councilors, and was uganimously adopted by them ay 
their rule and oguide ‘in future. After it was thus -adopted, 1 was°in~ 
structed: by the council 'to.destroy it. as, if it should 'be discovered, it 
would be considered tréasonable: This constitution, after it was 


rere by thé first presidency, was read, article by article, to'the Danite 
dy and unanimously adopted-by them. This paper was drawn up 
about the time the:Danite band was formed. Since the'drawing up of 
the paper against the dissenters; it was that this ‘constitution of the 
Danite band was draughted; but I have no minutes of the time, as we 
were directed notito keep written minutes; which constitution, above 

«Whereas, in all bodies laws are nec or the: permanency, 
safety, and well-beingof society, we, the members of the wey of 
the Daughters of Zion, do agtee'to regulate ourselves: under such laws 
as, in righteousness, shall be deemed necessary for the preservation of. 
our holy réeligion,and of our most-sacred rights-and of the rights uf our 
wives and children. But, to be explicit on the subject, it is especially 
our object to support and defend the rights conferred on’us by our ven- 
erable sires, who purchased them with the pledges of their hives, their 
fortunes, ard their’ sacred honors. And now, to prove'ourselves wér- 
thyof the liberty» conferred:on us by them, in the providence of God; 
we'do agree to be. governed by suchlaws as shall perpetuate these high 
of which! we/know ‘ourselves to be the 
and of which privileges: wicked and designing men have tried to deprive 
us;'by all manner of evsl, and that purely in con nce of the tena- 
city ‘we have manifestedin the discharge of our towards our God, 
who had given us those fights and rare right, in common 
_ with others, to dwell on this lands But we, not having the previous 

of others allowed: unto us, have determined, like unte our fathersyto 
resist tyranny, whether it’be in, kings or in the people. It is all alike 
—unto'us. Our rights we must have, and our rights we shall have, im the 
Lets All power originally ard legitimately t 
ple, and they ese right-to it as Mit 
as tt is inconvenient and impossible to convene poor in all cases, 
the have been given by them, from time to timey 
into the hands of a representation composed of delegates from 
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 Lerd would give them power to possess 


that time, and since the introduction of the scheme of the prophet, 
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ple themselves, This 18 and has been the law, both jn civil and reli- 
gious bodies,.and is the true principle. 
“Ant, 2d. The executive power shall be vested inthe president of 
the whole church and his councilors. «© 
“Arr. 3d. The legislative powers shall reside in ident and his 
councilors togethers and withthe generals and colonels of the society. 
By them all laws shall be made regulating the society. bh Ties 
“Anz. 4th. All'offices shall be ‘during life and good behaviour, or to, ~ 
be regulated b thelaw of God. 
Art. 5th, The society reserves the power of electing its own off ©. 
cers, with the exception of the aids and clerks which the officers, may 
heed in their various stations. /The nomination to go from the pres 
dency to bis second, and from. the second to the third in rank, and se: 
down through all the various grades. Each branch-or‘department re> 
tains the power of electing its own particulat officers... | nt 
“Art. 6th. Punishments shall be admistered to the guilty in accor- 
dance to the offence; and.no member shall be punished without law, or 
by any others than those appointed by law for that purpose. ‘The Le~ 
gislature shall have power to make laws regulating punishments, as, in 
their judgments, shall be wisdom and righteousness. 
“Axt, 7th. There shall be a secretary, whose business it shall be to 
keep all the legislstive records of the society, also to keep-@ reg- 
ister of the names of every member of the society; also the rank of 
the officers. He shall also communicate the laws the generals, as 
directed by laws made for the regulation of such business by the Legis- 


lature. 


“Art. 8th. All officers shall be subject to the commands of the Cap- 
tain General, given through the Secretary of War; and so all officers 
es be subjects to their superiors in rank, according to laws made for 

aconmection with the grand scheme of the prophet, his-preachers 
and apostles were instructed to preach to and instruct their:followers, 
(who are estimated in Europe and Ainerica at about 40,000)that it was — 
their duty to come up to the State called Far West, and to\possess the. 
kingdom} that it was the. will of God they should do so} and that the: 

he ki There was an- 
other writing drawn yp in June last, which had for its object to get rid 
of: the dissenters, and which had the desired effect; (this is the 
drawn up against the dissenters, referred to by the witness.) Since 


made known in the above constitution, I have heard the prophet say 


that i€ walla fortunate thing that we got'rid of the dissenters, as they 


would have endangered the rolling on of the kingdom of God asintro- . 
duced, and to be carried:into effect, by the Danite band; that they, 
the dissénters, were great obstacles in their way; and that, ‘unless 
they were removed, the aforesaid kindom could not rollon. This pa- 
pa against the dissenters was draughted by Sidney Rigdon, end ises 
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“Te Oliver Cowérey, David Whitmer, John Whitmer, Wiliam W. Phelps 


Whereas, the citizens of Caldwell county have borne with the abusé 
received from you at different times, and on different occasions, until 
itis no longer to be endured; neither will they endore it any longer, 
exhatsted all the they have; and conceive that to bear 
any fonger is a ‘vice instead of a virtue. We have borne jong, ald 

red.incredibly; but wé will neither bear nor suffer any longer; and 
the decree has gone forth from our hearts, and shall not returm to Us 
void, Neither think, gentlemen, that, in so saying, we are trifling with 
either you or ourselves; for we are not. ere-are no threats from 
you—no fear of losing our sect Bere or by yr As you can say 
or do, Will restrain us; for out of the county you shall G0, and no pow- 
er shall save you. And you shall have three ‘days after you receive 
this communication to you, including twenty-four hours in each day, for 
you to depart with your familes peaceably; which you may do undis- 
turbed by any ane but in that time, if youdo not depart, we will 
use the means in our power to cause you to depart; for go you shall. 

We will have no more promises to reform, as'you have already done, 
and in every instance violated your promise, and regarded not the cov- 
enant which you had made, but put both it and us at defiance. We 
have solemnly warned you, and that in the most determined manner, 
that if you did not cease that course of wanton abuse of the citizens of 
this county, that vengeance would overtake you sooner or later, and 
that when it did come it would be as furious as the mountain torrent, 
and as terrible as the beating tempest; but you have affected to des- 
pise our warnings, and pass them off with a sneer, or a grin, or a threat, 
and. pursued your former course; and vergeance sleepeth not, neither 
does it slumber; and unless you heed us this time, and attend to our re- 
quest, it will overtake you’at an hour when you do not expect, and a 
a day when you do not look for it; and for you there shall be no e+ 
cape; for there is but one decree for you, which is depart, depart, ora 
more fatal calamity shall befall 

“After Oliver Cowdrey had béen taken by a State warrant for steal- 
ing, and the stolén property found in the houseof William W. Phelps; 
in which nefarious transaction John Whitmer aiso 

Oliver Cowdrey stole the, proper iY. conveyed it to John Whitmer, and 
John'Whitmer to William W. Phelps; and then the officers of law 
fouid-it. While in the hands of an officer, and'under an arrest for this 
vile'transaction, and, if possible, to hide your shame from the world 
tike criminals, (which, indéed, you were,) yoo appealed to our beloved’ 

bréthren, Presidenis Joseph’Smith; jr., and Sidney Rigdon, mén whose 
characiers you had endeavored'to destrey by every artifice you could 

‘not even the basest’ Hying excepted; and did you find them re 
ven No; but ‘notwithstanding all your scandalous attacks, still, 
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such, was the nobleness of their character, that even vile enemies could 
not appeal to them in vain. They enlisted, as you well know, to save 
you from.your jos fate; and they, by their influence, delivered you gut. 
of the hands of the officer. ile you were pleading with them, you 
promised reformation; you - yn yourselves by the most solemn prom- 
ises that you would never be. employed, again in abusing .any of the 
citizens of Caldwell; and by such condescensions did you attempt to 
escape t morkhoety Bat now forthe sequel. Did you practise the 
promised reformation? You know you did not; but, by, secretefforts, 
eontinued to practice your iniquity, and secretly toinjure their charac- 
ter, notwithstanding their kindness to. you., Are such thin ‘abe. 
borne? You yourselves would answer that they are insufferable, ifyou, 
were to answer according to the feelings of your own hearts. - As.we , 
design this paper to be published to. the world, we will give an epitome. 
of and treachery, for the last two years. We. 
wish to remind you that Oliver Olwicen nel David Whitmer were 
among the principal of those who were the. means of gathering us to 
ace by their testimony which they gave.concerning the plates.of 
ok of Mormon; that they were shown to them by an angel; 
testimony we believe now, as much as before you had.so scan- 
lalously disgraced it. You commenced your wickedness. hy peading.n, 
Party to disturb. the worship of the saints in the first. day of the week, 
and made the house of the Lord, in Kirtland, to be ascene of abuse and 
slander, to destroy the reputation of those.whom the churgh had ap- 
pointed to be their teachers, and for no other cause only that you were. 
_ “The saints in Kirtland having elected Oliver Cowdrey toa justice 
of the peace, he used the power of that office to take their most sacred 
rights from them, and that contrary tolaw. 
“He supported a parcel of blacklegs, and in disturbing the worship 
of the saints; and when the men whom the church had chosen to pre- 
side over their meetings ap ly ae to put the house to order, he help- 
L (and by the authority of his justice’s office too) these wretches to | 


continue their confusion; and threatened .the church with .a prosecu- 
tion for trying to. put them out of the house; and issued writs against 
the saints for endeavoring to sustain their rights; and, bound them- 
selves under heavy bonds to appear before his honor; and: required 
bonds which were both inhuman and unlawful; and one of these,was 
the yenerable father, who had been appointed by the church to preside 
man of upwards of seventy years of age, and notorious for.bis 
peaceable habits. Oliver Cowdrey, David Whitmer and Lyman.,E. 
Johnson, united with a gang of counterfeiters, thieves, liars: and black- 
legs of the deepest dye, to deceive, cheat and defraud the saints out. of 
their property, by every art andstratagem which wickedness could in- 


Vent; using th influence of the vilest persecutions.to bring vexatious — 
villainous prosecutions, and even stealing not excepted, Ip 
t 


idst of this career, for fear the saints, would seek redréss at their 


shag breathed out threatenings of mobs, and actually made at- 
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tempts with their to bring mobs upon them.” Oliver Cowdrer 
and his gang (such of at belonged to the church) were. called to am 
accougt by the church-for their iniquity. They confessed repeptance 
_ and were again restored to the church; but'the very first opportunity 

they were again practising their former course. While this wickedmess 
Was golog on in Kirtland. Cowdrey and his company were writing let- 
ters to Far West, ia order to destroy the character of every persen. 
that shey thought was standing in their way; and John Whitmer and 
William. W. Phelps. were assisting to prepare the way to throw confu- 
sion among. the saints of Far.West. During the full career of Oliver 
Cowdrey and David Whitmer’s bogus money business, it got abroad in- 
to the world that they were engaged in it, and several gentlemen were 
preparing to commence a prosecution against Cowdrev; he finding it 
out, took with him Lyman E.Johnson, and fled to Far West with their 
families; Cowdrey. stealing property and bringing it with him, whieh 
has been, within a few weeks past, obtained by the owner, by means of 
a search-warrant;.and he was saved from the penitentiary by the:in- 
’ fluence of two influential men of the place... He also brought notes 
with him, upoa which he had received pay, and made.an attempt to se!l 


them to Mr. Arthurof Clay county.. And-Lyman E. Johnson, on his 
arrival, reported ;that he had a note of one thousand dollars against a | 


rincipal man of this church, when it was.a palpable falsehood, and he 
ad nosuch thing; and he did it for the purposé of injuring his charac- 
ter. Shortly after Cowdrey and Johnson lett Kirtland for Far West, 
they were fallewed: by David Whitmer;.on ‘whose arrival a general 
system of slander and abuse was commeaced by , you all, for the pur- 
wee of destreying the characters of certain individuals, whose:influ- 


ce and strict, regard for righteousness: you. dreaded; and not ofly 


7 youren nts but your wives and children, led by yourselves, were busi- 
y engaged in,it, . Nether were you contented with slandering and vil- 
ifying here, but youskept up continual correspondence with your gang 
ef marauders in Kirtland, encogragimg them to go on with their smai- 
ty; which they did to perfection, by. swearing falsely to injure the char- 
acters and in, innocent men, stealing, cheating, lying, imstitu- \ 
ting vexatious lawsuits, selling bogus money, and also stonesand sand 
for ; in which nefarious business Oliver Cowdrey, David Whit- 
mer and Lyman.E, Johnson were engaged while. you were-there. Since 
your arrival here, you have commenced a general system of that same 
ind of conduct in this place. Youset upanasty, dirty, pettifogger’s 
office, pretending to be judges of the law, when it is a. notorious fact 
that you are profoundly ignorant of it, and of every other thing which 


is calculated.to do mankind good; or, if you know it, vou» take.good 


care never te practise it., And in order to bring yourselves into notiee , 
you began to interfere with all the businessof the place,trying todesttoy 
the character of our merchants, and bringing their creditors upen them, 
and break them Inaddition to this, you stirred. up niemof weak 
_ minds to presecute.one another, for the vile purpose of getting a fee for 
pettifogging from one of them. You have also been threatening om- 


. 
| 
= ig 
\ 
4 
‘ 
> 4 
| 
| 
| 
ote 
4 
. 
* 
— 
te 
4 


-* 


106. 


tinually to enter into a general system of prosecuting, determined, as 
you said, to pick a flaw m the titles of those who have bought city lots 


| and ‘built upon them—not that you do any thing but cause vexatious 


lawsuits.—And, amongst the most monstrous of all your abominations, 
we have evidence (which, when called upon, we ean produce,) that let- 
ters sent to the post office in this place have been opened,’read, and des- 
troyed, und the persons to whom they were sent never obtained them; 
thus ruining the business of the place. We haveevidence of a ve 
strong character that you are at this very time engaged with a gang of © 
counterfeiters, coiners, and blacklegs, as‘some of those’ characters have 
lately visited our city from Kirtland, and told what they had come for; 
and we know, assuredly, that if we suffer you to continue, we may ex- 
pect, and that speedily, to find a general system of stealing, counter- 
feiting, cheating, and burning property, asin Kirtland—for so are your 
associates carrying on there at this time; and that, encouraged by you, 
by means of letters you send continually to: them; and, to crown the 
whole, you have had the audacity to threaten us that, if we offered to 
disturb you, you would get up a mob from Clay and Ray counties. 
For the insult, if nothing else, and your threatening to shoot us if we 
offered to molest you, we will put. you from the county of Caldwell: 
so helpns God.” ‘The above was signed by some 83 Mormons: = =” 
Sampson Avard, George W. Voorhees, George W. Pitkin, 
John W. Clark, Miles Andrews, | © Harrison H. Hills, 
Ralph Cox, | Cyrus Daniels, » Philo Dibble, 
Jotham Maynard, D.B. Huntingdon, © Benj. Bunson, 


Geo. W. Robinson, Squire Bogarth, Daniel Carn, 

Timothy B. Fent, Ebenezer Robinson, Danie: Shearer, 
‘Trueman Brace, Sylvester Hewlete, Amasa Lyman, / 
Solomon Daniels, Daniel Carter, Wn. Strongham, 

S. D. Hunter, Andrew Moore, Erastes Bingham, 
Newell Knight, Alex. McRay, James B, Prie, -— 
Samuel Bent, Dwight Hadding,  -Israél Burlow,; » 
Ezekiel Billington, Elisha Averett, John Fawcett, 


Silas Maynard, ‘* John Crash, Owen Rockwell, — 


Rafus Allen, Hlijah Averett, -*Norvil M. Head, 
‘Jos. Clark, jr. Alfred Lee, Lorenz6 Barnes, 
Joseph Rose, Jos.Corlay, - Wm. Hewitt, 
Levi W. Hancock; Lewis Alien, Stephen Winchester, — 
Hiram Clark, John’ 8. Higbey, Jared Carter, 
isaac Higbey, Henry Greene, © = Chandler Haldbrook, — 
Seymour Brunson, Gad Yale, James Hendrix, 
H: Johnson, © JamesS.Allen, §§ John Lomey, 
Ethan Barrow, Geo. P. Dukes, Charles C. Rich, 
Wm, C. Gallaher, John Smith, Anthony Head, 
Harloe:-Redfield,, Richard Howard, Joseph Ooolridge,- 
Edward Leaky, Joseph Helbrook, Jackson Smith, 
Nathan Tanner,» JacobGates, Werner Carta, « 


Sydney;Turnur; Hiram Smith, 
elson Maynard, Philo Allen; 


James Brashear, 
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_About the’time the dissenters fled, President Rigdon preached a’ser- 
mon from the text, *Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt hath 
lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good fo: 
nothing, but to be cast out, and be trodden under foot of men”—com- 
monly ealled the“salt sermon; in which the dissenters were called the 
salt that had lost its savor, and that thev should be trampled upon and 
driven out by the saints; which was well understood by fhie- Danites to 
of their duty'to do. 

When General Lucas’s men marched up to Far West, Smith told me, 
as I understood him, that he had said to one of the militia captains not 
to come any farther, as he might get inte danger. Smith, after erect- 


did not think’ him pretty much of a general; and 1 answered im the 
affirmative. We were advised, all the time, to fight’ valiantly, and 
nese the angels of the Lord would appear in our defence and fight our 
ttles. 

In reference to Bogart’s battle, I know but little, personally, as to 
the start of the troops to fight Bogart. 1 was called upon to go along 
with the company (which was commanded by Patten) as surgeon. 
This was about midnight; but as I thouglit.a little sleep would-do me 


more good than fighting, I remained at home. In the motning of the . 


t, about 6 o’clock, I was called upon by a Mr. Emmett, who inform- 
me that Captain Fearnaught was wounded mortally. 1 went to 
Patten, about three miles from the battle-ground, where I found Jos. 
- ‘Smith, jr., present, laving hands on the wounds, and blessing them to 


them. ‘A: Mr. O’Bannion was also mortally weunded. I heard 


the following of the prisoners say he was present in the fight, to wat: 
Norman Shearer— 


(The gapin the testimony is not supplied from the evidence on file. } 


I never heard Hiram Smith make any inflammatory remarks; but | 
have looked upon him as one composing the first presidency ; acting in 
concert with Joseph Smith, jr.; approving, by his presence, acts, and 
conversations, the unlawful schemes of the presidency. 

I never saw Edward Partridge and Isaac Morley, two of the defen- 
dants, take any active part’in the above measure testifjed to by me; 
ind | havé heard Joseph Smith, jr., say he considered Partridge a cow- 
ard, and backward, and ought to be forced out * * * .“ or com- 
" ee continually ia the society of the presidency, receiving instruc- 
tions from them as to the teachiags of the Danite band; and I continu- 
ally informed them of my teachings; and they were well apprised of 
my course and teachings m the Danite society. 
, The emery of the defendants were in the last expedition to Da- 
viess county: Joseph Smith, jr., Hiram Smith, P. P. Pratt, Lyman 
~ Wight, George W. Robinson, Alanson Ripley, Washington, Voorhees, 

Jacob Gates, George Grant, Darwin Chase, Moses Clawson, Alexander 


ing his bul@arks, (the night after General Lucas arrived,) asked me if PF 
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John. S. Higbey, Ebenezer Page, James M. Henderson, Ed- 
ward Partridge, Francis Higbey, Joseph W. Younger, Henry Zabriski, 
(doubtful,) James H, Rawlings, Maurice Phelps, James. Newbury, 
(doubtful.) . And further this deponent saith not. . 


i. 


| Nehemiah Odile, sen.,a witness, , sworn, and examined, fer, 
the State, deposeth and saith: That he was in the battle between, Gapt.. 
Mormons, on the,25th of October last, and says 
P. Pratt was in the battle, commanding part of the Mormon. forces, 
on that oceasion—the officer. who gave the command to the Mormons, 
after some kind of religious ceremony, to about this amount: “In ‘the. 


_name,of Lazarus, God, and the Lamb, fire, Danites;”’. and, alter firing: 


twice, they charged; but which,party fired first, Ldon’t recollect, And. 
further this deponenisaith not. ©. NEHEBMIAB ODLE.,.: 


tain Samuel Bogart, a witness, produced, sworn, and examined 
Roe ase ttdin and saith: That, on. the evening of the 24th 
October last, while ranging under the orders of General Atchison, as is. 
below inserted, ! met with severa! Mormons, and-read it to them, sup- 
posing they would inform the Mormons of Caldwell of the e@haracter 
of my company. We had been informed, on that evening, by ettizens: 


_ of Ray, that we were in danger of being attacked by the Mormons 


that night; whereupen I fell back to. an encampment. on Crooked River, 
in Ray county. On the next morning, near day breakymy. picket guard 
gave information that they were coming; and, in a few moments, saw 
the Mormon forces forming, and a few guns were fired out of thebrush 
by the Mormons. When the fight commenced, the left wing,of the 
Mormons was within about thirty steps of my right, and in number — 
were about 150 or 200, as 1 supposed. . And further this: deponent 


The order under which Captain Bogart was ranging the north part 
of Ray county, when scsshen by the Mormons, was produced, and 


saith not. SAMUEL BOGART. 


read in court as evidence, and isas follows: 


Heap Quaantens, 3p Division, Missounr 2 
Sin: Your communication by express has been received. You are: 
hereby ordered to range the line between Caldwell and Ray counties, 
with your company of volunteers, and prevent, if possible, any \inwa- 
sion of Ray county. by any persons in arms whatever... You will also 
take care to inquire into the state of thiogs in Daviess county, and make. 
report thereof to me, from time to time. 1 will endeavor to ‘be «with 
you,io a few days, &c. DAVID-R. ATCHISON, 


ot Maj-Gens 3d Div. Mo. Mi. 
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W a witness, | sworn, and examined for, the 
Stare, deposeth and saith: He was one in Captain Bogart’s company, 
and was present in thejfight with the Mormons on the 25th Octoberlast, 
aboutdaybreak,in Ray county. ‘Parley P. Pratt and Captain Patten 
— in command of the company that made an attack upén us. 
We' were lying in camp when we heard them coming, We got up, and 
prepared for battle. e Mormons came within about sixty yards of 
usjand formed the line of battle. They approached in a body, num- 
_ bering, as near as! could guess, about 960, armed with guns, swords, 
and: pistols, to within about forty yards of us, when the firing com- 
menced by both parties, about the same time: I can’t say which side 
fired'first. I was taken prisoner by the Mormons. I saw Joseph 
Smith, jr., come up to the Mormons ata house in Log Creek timber, a 
few: miles from the*battle-ground. The wounded were taken out of 
_ the-wagon theréj‘and we started on towards Far West. J. Smith, jr., 

passed on by me to the head of the company, where Pratt and Wight 
were riding. “After gétting into the prairie, Wight halted the compa- 


ny. He, Pratt) and tour others, rode off a piece, and conferred togeth- — 


er, and then returged to the company, and called out some captain, 
and ordered him to call out ten of his braves. Seven men came out, 


and I was: placed under and told by Wight that they would 
out my business. We started back, and, 


escort me off, and let me go a 
after getting wear a field; the captain of the guard and one of theni, 
rode off ahead, saying they saw some one. Shortly after, the captain 
returned alone, He deélared that I should be guarded no farther, and 
pointed out the path | should take; which led around the fence. I then 
‘thought the man who had not returned had been placed round the fence 
to kill: me; but 1 was determined todo the best 1 could’to make my es- 
cape. In passing on, I discovered my direction would lead me to 
where I thought the man was placed, and I took off to the right, and 
immediately | ‘was ordered to stop by some persen, whom I recognised 
to’be the man of the guard who'left with the captain of the guard, and 


did not return. fled, and turned my head to ‘ook, and saw'the 


with his gun in a shooting position; and shortly after, while running, | 
was shot by him; and I'made my way to Ray county. Parley P. Pratt 
was in the battle. “Moses Rowland, one of Captain Bogart’s men, and 
several of the Mormons, was killed in that battle. Five of rt’s 
company, including myself, were wounded. And further thie 


“Maurice & “witnéss, produced, sworn and examined for the 


art. “Darwin Chase was one of the expedition, but not in the bat- 


Gibbs was in the batt'e; thinks Benjamin Jones’ was in 


the'battle, Norman Shearer was, also, and wounded. 1 ‘was called 
upon, by Charles ©. Rich, to go down to Crooked River, to help relieve 
some. Mormon prieeners, who, tt was said, had been jdken by a mob, 


State, deposeth and saith: That Parley P. Pratt was in the battle with | 
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first refused.to but, being threatened with force, I. consented te 

We preceeded to. McDaniel’s field, in Ray county,, where»we 
were commanded to hitch our horses; and. we proceeded down. to 
where Captain Bogart. was encamped—myself in the extreme rear. 
The fight was brought.on, but 1 was notin it,. On our return from the 
battle-ground, near Log Creek timber, it: Caldwell county, we met Jo- 
seph Smith, jr.,liyman Wight and others, who went to the wounded 
and pronounced biessings on them; and prayed »for them to be, healed 


and saved. When we started from McDaniel’s field fence, the.only 


command given, that I heard,.was, Boys, follow me! given by the com- 


mander. I have been in two Danite meetings,» The first, I did not 


make any exception to; and, in the second, the following exceptionable 
doctrine was inculcated: “that ‘we should take spoil, or plunder, in 
some cases;”’ but it was objected to, and I have mever attended a Dan- 
ite meeting since. The day before the Mormons went to Adam-on- 
diahmon, J. Smith, jr.. in an address, told an anecdote.of a Dutchman, 
who had been applied to by a captain to purchase putatoes, dc. Ri 

don, in speaking of the dissenters, who were novell to fight mobs, 
said that they ought to be pitched upon their horses with pitchforks and 


- bayonets, and furced into the front of the battle, and their arenensy 
ve, 


eonfiscated to the use of the:army. The anecdote spokenofl a 
about the Dutchman, was told by Smith, alter Rigdon’s address, and 
without any application of it by him. And further, this deponent 


saithnot. . 
MAURICE, PHELPS... 


Sohn Corrill a witness produced, sworn and examined in behalf, of 
the State,deposeth and saith: That about last June |-was invited to,a 
private meeting, in which an effort.was made to adopt some plan to get 
rid of the dissenters. . There were.some things | did notJlike, and-eppo- 
sed jt with others, and failed... After that, J met President Rigdon, and 


- he told. me I ought not to have any thing to do with it; that they weuld 


do as they pleased, 1 took his advice... I learned afterwards that they 
had secret meetings; but I was never invited... None of the first presi- 
dency was present at the meeting above.referred to. We have a rule 
in the church, authorizing any member to consecrate or give veluata- 
rily his surplus property to the church, for charitable purposes. | Presi- 
dent Rigdon last summer preached a sermon, commonly called the Salt 
sermon, which seemed to have for its object to produce a feeling, 

thepeople to get'rid of the dissenters, for crimesalleged, and because they 
disagreed 4vith them. In a few days there seemed considerable excite- | 


ment among the people, and the dissenters.left,as 1 advised them they 
were in danger. I was afterwards invited to one of these meetings, 


where an eath, in substence the same as testified to by Dr. Avard, was 
administered. The society was ultimately organized into comiinies, 
and captains of tens and fifties were appointed. | tookexceptions only 
to the teachings as to the duties of that society, wherein it, wae saia, if 
one brother got into any kind of adifficulty, it waethe duty of the rest — 
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to help him. out, right. or wrong. At the second,.or at least the last 


meeting I attended, the presidency, (to-wit: Joseph Smith, jr.y Hiram: 


Smith and Sidney Rigdon,) and also George W. Robinson, was*there. 
There was at thismeeting a ceremony of introducing the officers of 
the society to the presidency, who pronounced blessings on each of 
them, as introduced, exhorting to faithiulness in their calling, and they 
should have blessings. After this, President Smith got, up and made 
neral remarks, about, in substance, as follows: relating the oppress- 
ions the society had suffered, and they wanted to be prepared for fur- 
ther events; but said: he wished to do ‘nothing unlawful, and, if the 
people would let memes they would preach the gospel and live in 
peace. Towards the close, he observed tothe people that they should 
obey the presidency, and, if the presidency led them astray, they 
might destroy them. In thelast, or in some public’meeting, ae 
Smith, jr., said: if the people would let us alone, we would preach t 
pel to. them in peace; but, if they came on usto molest us, we 
would establish our religion by the sword; and thatche would become 
to this generation a second | 
_ About April last, | heard JosephSmith, jr. and President Rigdon 
(who appeared to be vexed, on account’of troubles and lawsuits they 
had had) say, that they would suffer vexatious lawsuits no longer, and 
that they would resist even an officer in the discharge of ‘his daty. 
Smith said he had been before courts some twenf\ edd times; they had 
never found any thing against him, and that‘made him of ; and he 
would submit to itmo longer. | heard S..Rigdon’s fourth of July speech. 
| heard him say he would:not suffer people to come:into their streets 
and abuse them, nor would they suffer vexatious, law-suits. In sub- 
stance, he further remarked, that ‘‘geither will we permit any man or 
set of men to institute vexatious law-suits against us, to cheat us out of 
our just. rights; if they do, wo.be unto them.” 
This Mormon church has been represented as being the little stone 
spoken of by Daniel, which should roll on and crushall opposition to it, 
and ultimately.should be established as a. temporal as well as a spirit- 
ual kingdom, “These things were to be carried on through the instru- 
mentality of the Danite band, as far as force was necessary; # neces- 
sary, they being organized into bands of tens, filtiesy &c. ready for 
war. The teachings of that society led them to prohibit the talkings 
of any persons.against the presidency; so much so, that it was dan- 
gerous for any man to set'up opposition to any thing that might beset 
on foot, and I became afraid to speak my owa mind. I objected to 
the course of Dr. Avard, in’ referetice to the»Danite band. I rather 


thought Joseph Smith, jr. upheld him, and would not allow any objec- — 


tions to him. After the return-of the Mormons from De Witt, I heard 
Joseph Smith, jr., in the presetice of Hiram Smith, in a conversation, 
say, that.an application had: been made to the Governor, and that they 
understood that he wotld give them no assistance, and they were de- 
termined to withstand the mobs They were greatly incensed against 
 gertain persons in Caldwell and Daviess, and said they intended to rid 
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the countiesof them andof the mob, in the course of that week. This 
owas on Sunday morning, and.in the course of that day instructions 
were given to meet the next day, (Monday.) ‘On Monday, Joseph 
Smith, jr. made a speech; and some resolutions were * » purpor- 
ting that those persons who would not engage in their undertaking, 
their property should be consecrated [confiscated] to the use of those 
who did engage in their undertaking. On Sunday, Joseph Smith, jr., 
in his discourse, spoke of persons taking, at some times, what, at oth- 
er times, if would-be wrong @ take; and gave as an example the case 
of David eating the shewbread, and also of the Saviour /and his Apos- 
tles plucking the ears df corn and eating, as they passed through the 


t 
_gornfield. ‘He supposed the prejudices of the Jews and Pharisees 


were so great against the Saviour, that they would give them nothing 
to eat, and they took that method to getit. On the Monday when the 
resolutions above referred to were introduced, President Rigdon, in a 
speech, said that those who were unwilling to go into the war ought 
to be put upon their horses with guns and bayonets, und forced into the 
front of the war—having referenge to those who heretofore had been 
backward in defending themselve¥ and families. Nopersons were suf- 
fered to leave the county in this extreme time, and | met with’ Phelps 
to consult as to what we ought to do. wy | | : 
After the troops got to ’Diahmon, in alleabout four or five hundred 
men, I heard Lyman Wight addressing a portion of the men, who weré 
there, (perhaps eight or tens) “that the earth was the Lord’s, and the 
fullness thereof, with the cattle upon a thousand hills; aud if 1] was an 
hungry, 1 would not tell you;” that the Saints of the Lord had the — 
same privilege or rights. After that, or perhaps thenext day, 1 sawa 
drove of some four or. five cattlegpass along, and ‘asked what. cattle 
these were; and was answered that they werea drove of buffalo; oth- 
ers observed, they were cattle a Methodist . priest had» consecrated. 
Joseph Smith, jr, Hiram Smith, Parley P. Pratt; Lyman Wight, 
George W. Robinson, Caleb Baldwin, Geo Ww. 
Harris, George Grant, Darwim Chase, Alexander McRay, Edward 
Partridge, Joseph 'W. Younger,and probably James W.. Rawlins, were 
in the expedition thav went to Daviess county, at the time Gallatin' was 


- burnt. On the same day that the company went:to Gallatin, Lyman 


Wight went with a company to Millport. as I understood: He return- 
ed, and made a report-(as | understood it to be) to Joseph Smith, jr.,in 
which he said he found nothing to fight but fences and:empty. houses. 
] understood him .to:say the people had not taken away all their prop- 
erty. . Smith, the prophetyhere asked himif they had taken the negroes. 
He said; yess Some one then laughingly observed, Sniith, you have lost 
your negro; to which, | think, he made ne reply; 

Joseph Smith, jr. asked Wight if hethad done any thing with the 


property remaining in Millport? Wight said not; they would 1 


that matter for a private council. 
Lyman Gibbs told me he went down with the expedition that 
Bogart, and he remained behind three quarters of a mile from the bat 
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‘ound, holding horses. I feel ‘confident Isaac Morley was notin 
fight 


with Bogart. I think the eriginal object of the Danite band was 
te operate on the dissenters; but afterwards it grew into.a system to 
carry out the designs of the presidency; and, if necessary to use phys- 
ical force to upbuild the kingdom of God; it was to be. done. by them. 
This is my opinion as to their object, and I learned it frem various 


sources connected with that band. It was my undcrstanding that 


Dr. Avard’s teaching in the Danite societygoroceeded from the presiden- 


cy. Inever heard that constitution, spoKen of by Dr. A., read in the 


society when | was present; nor did Y ever hear of it until lately, 
And further this deponent saith not, — JOHN CORRILL. | 


James C. Owens, a witness produced, sworn, and examined on be-. 


half of the State, deposeth and saith: Im the morning of the day that 
the militia arrived at Far West, 1 heard Joseph Smith, jr., ina speech 
to the Mormon troops, say that.he did not care any thing about the 
coming of the troops, nor about the laws; that be had tried to please 


them., If they lived, together, it would’nt please them; if they scat- 
tered, it would’nt please them; and thathe did notintend to try to keep 


the laws orplease them any longer;—that they were a damned set, and 
God should damn them, so help him Jesus Christ: that he meant to goon 
then, as he had begun, and take his own course, and kill and destroy, 
and told the men to fight like angels; that heretofore he told them to 
fight like deyils, but now he told them to fight like angels—that Is 
could whip devils. I thinkin this speech it was that he said what they 
lacked in number, the Lord would make up by sending angels, and send 
two angels where they lacked one a @ swore considerably, and 
observed that they might think that"he was swearing; but that God 
Almighty would not take notice of him in cursing such a damn set as. 
they were. He further stated that they pretended to come out as mi- 
litia, but that they were all a damned set of mobs. He stated, at that, 


er some other time, that as they had commenced consecrating in Da- 
_viess county, thdt he intended to have the surrounding counties conge- 
erated to him; that the time had come when the riches of the Gentiles 


shou'd be consecrated to the Saints. 


While the last.expedition was in progress in Daviess county, a por- 
tion of the troops returned to Far West, to whom, and: te the people. 
assembled, I understood Sidney Rigdon had read a letter from Joseph 


Smith, jr. Iasked him to’read it to me; which he did, and it was, as 


near as I carl recdllect, asfollows: ‘That the enemy was delivered inte | 
their hands, and that they need not fear; that this had been given te. 


him by the spirit of prophesy, in the name of Jesus Christ. Sidney 
Ren appeared to rejoice at the information, and give into the thing. 
A few days before the militia got to Far West, Joseph Smith, jr., o 


~ served that he didn’t intend to obey the laws any longer, that he had a - 
great many writs served on him, and that he was of age, and did net_ 
aptend to hdveanother served’ on him. And further this deponent 
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* Nathaniel Carr, a witness, produced, sworn, and examined in behalf 
“of the State, deposeth and saith: While the last expidttiion was going | 
on in Daviess county, a portion of the troops returned to Far West, 
and was paraded before Mr. Rigdon’s door; a letter was produced by 

him, received, as he said, from Joseph Smith, jr. and Lyman Wight, and 
perhaps Hiram Smith, and, I think, Elias Higbee. The letter was read, , 
which stated something like this; that all things were going on well in 
Daviess, that they had nothing to fear, and that the enemy was in their 
hands. Lunderstood, from w@at was said in the letter, that they knew 
this from revelation, The letter was read to about two hundred meh, 
most of them, under arms. The town appeared under military rule; 
picket-guards were sent out morning and evening. This state of 
things was continued for three or four weeks, and until the Mormons 
sutrendered their arms. When the forces that went out to attack Bo- | 
gart were scl s. about midnight, I heard them, say that a mob was 
collecting near Field’s, who had taken some ef the brethren prisoners; 
and that they were collecting a company to release them. And fur- 


ther this deponent saith not. | m | 


‘John Cleminson, a witness, produced, sworn, and examined, in behalf 
of the State, deposeth and saith: Some time in June, J attended two or 
three’ Danite meetings; and it was taught there, as a part of the duty 
of the band, that they should. support the presidency in all their de- 

igns, right or wrong; that whatever they said was to be obeyed, and 
whoever opposed the presidency in what they said, or desired done. 
should be éxpelled from the county, or have their lives taken. The 

three composing the presidency wits at one of those meetings; and to 
satisfy the people, Dr. Avard called on Joseph Smith, jr., who gave 
them a pledge, that if they led them into difficulty he would give them 
his head for a foot-ball, and that it was the will of God these things 
should bé so, The teacher end active agent of the society was Dr. 
Avatd, and his teachings were Approved of by the presidency. Dr. 
Avard further taught as a part of their obligation, that if any one be- 
trayed the secret designs of the society, they should be killed and laid 
aside, and nothing said about it. 
Theard Sidney Rigdon’ssermon, commonly called the “ Salt Sermon,"’ 
its purport abd design was about the same as other witnesses have 
stated befote me. When process was filed against Joseph Smith and 
ofttetss Ip my Office as clerk of Caldwell circuit court, for trespass, Jo- 
sephS ith, Jr, told me not to issue that writ; that he did not intend 
to submit'to it; that‘it was a vexatious thing, and 7 had a right to 
judge Whether a suit was vexativus or not, and that he would see me 
out init. Hiram. Smith (who was not a defendant in that suit) also 
joined him in this promise, if I, would notissue the writ. This was 
to the'last term of- the court. I considered 
myself not as a proper judge as fo whether it wasa vexatious suit or 
not. Joseph Smaltb, said it was a vexatious thing, ‘and that he. 
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would.not suffer jt to be issued; and I felt myself intimidated and in | 


er,if I issued it, knowing the regulation of the Danite band... 
Qn the. Monday prior tothe last Daviess expedition, | heard>Mr.. 
Rigdon say that those who had heretrfore been backward: in taking up: 
arms in defending themselves ought to, or should, ve:put apon their 
horses with bayonets and and Smith said, forced thé” 
front of the battle; and that the’ property of those who. would not:go 
into the war shoyld be consec*‘ated to the pse:of shose.who Mr. 
Smith said their beef, corn, avd potatoes they would take. bo GE 
I went in. the expedition Ao Daviess in which Gallatin was burnt,ast © 
felt myself compelled to go from the regulationsiwhich had been made. 
lt was generally understood that every movement made in Daviess: 
was under the direction and supervision of the first presidency—of 
whom, Joseph Smith, jr.,and Hiram Smith were in Daviess.: The fol» 
lowing of the defendants were in the expedition to Daviess, viz: Joseph 
Smith, jr., Hiram Smith, P. P. Pratt, Lyman Wight, Caleb Bald 
and Alanson. Ripley. John Buchannan was not there; George W. 
Harris, was there; Darwin, Chase was, there; Elijah Newman was not 
there; Isaac Morley was not there; Moses Clawson, 1 think was there; 
Alexander McRay ;was there; John S. Highey, I think, was there; 
Ebenezer Robinson and Daniel Petigrew were there; Edward Par- 
tridge was, there; David Frampton was not there; Sheffield Daniels, 1. 
think, was-not there; Daniel Carr was there; James H. Rawlins was 
there; Maurice Phelps, I think, was there. | i its 
Of the troops at *Diahmon, in this expedition, some were sent. On 
ene expedition, and some on another; but al) were there mutually to 
aid and assist each other in.all that they undertook or did on that ocea- 
When we first went to Daviess, 1 understood the object to be to 
drive out the mob, if one should. be collected there; but when we got 
there, we found nene. L.thenjlearned the object was, from those: who” 
were actively engaged. in the, matter, to drive out all the) citizens of” 
Daviess and get possessionof their property. It was understood that’ ' 
they, burat Mouenn houses, as. wellas the houses of the citizens. Phe" 
burning of ip. houses was. to bring the Mormons into Diah-’ 
mon, as understood it. It was said by some that the-Mo were 
burning their own, houses, and. by others, that the mob were’ e 
them.;, and so. much was said about), that | did not know whea goo 
the. truth. kheard Demick B. Huntingdon, one of she: Mormon: is; 
say, that the Missourians at Gallatin had, takea the: goods out of Stol-’ 
ling’s store, and piled them up.and set-fire, to the storehouse, acd had” 
gone off for wagons to haul off the goods; but that our wagonsshad’ 
got there first, and had hauled. them off. | understood that the! goode: 
were deposited with the bishop of the church at ’Diahmon, as'consc-— 
Werated property to the. church, A great deal of other property was 
brought into the Mormon, canips;. but do.not knew wheie it cane 


Trem,, but understood it to be consecrated pra@perty. was | 


observed among the troops, that the tine had when 
the Gentiles should be consecrated to the Samts. 
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From the time of. the-returh of the troops from ’Diahmon, the town 


of Far West was kept under military rule; troops paraded and disci- ° 


plined every day. It wasa gene lly prevailling understanding among 
the treops—and seemed to be so much so towards the last, that no 
other impressions prevailed—“that they would oppose either militia 
or mob, should they come out against them; for they considered them 

allmeb at heart.” This was about the time the militia arrived there. 

As to Hiram Smith, personally, I have thought him to be a good-mean- 
ing man; but, in connexion with-others, unver the order of the: Danite 
Soeiety, I thought Ihad as much to fear fremhim as from others. As 
to the constitution, testified to by’ Dr. Avard, } never heard of it until 
hedisclosed it when he was'taken prisoner. | did not attend the first 
meeting in which the Danite band was formed. I did not see Hiram 
Smith, m the last expidition to Daviess; have arms upon his person; 
but he constituted one of the counsellors of Joseph Smith, jr.; and it 
was notusual for any of the presidency, compdsed of President Smith 


_ and ‘his counsellors, to take arms and go into the ranks. 


When I arrived at *’Diahmon, I staid the first night at Lyman Wight’s 
house, and informed Wight that General Parks was coming out with 
the militia. Wight answered, that he didnot wish Parks to come, and | 
sent an express to him not tocome. He remarked, they could settle 
the difficulties themselves. And further this deponent saith not. 


Reed Peck, a witness produced, sworn, and examined, on behalf of 

A short time after Cowdrey and the Whitmers left Far West, (some — 
time in June,) George W. Robinson and Philo Dibble invited me to a 
Danite meeting. 1 went; and the on!y speaker was Dr. Avard, who 
explained the object of the meeting, and said that its object was, that 
we might be pertectly organized to defend ourselves against mobs; that 
we were all to be governed by the presidency, and do whatever they 
required, and uphold them; that we were not to judge for ourselves 
whether it were right or wrong; that Godhad raised up a prophet who © 
would judge for us; and that it was proper we should stand by each 
other in all cases—and he gave us anexample: If we found one of the — 
Danites ina difficulty,in Ray or Clay-for instance, we should rescue 
him, if we had to do with his adversary as Moses did with the Egyptian | 
—put him in the sand. It made no difference whether the Danmite was 
to blame, or not; they would pack to Far West, and there be taken | 
care of. The. question was asked, whether it would extend to 
a legal process? “Avard answered, not. The Danité oath was 
administered to about 30 or 40 persons at this meeting. Philo Dib-- 
ble told me who the head efficers of the Danite band were: that George - 
W. Robinson was colonel, that he (Dibble):was lieutenant colonel, and * 
Brunson majer, and that | was chosen adjutant.’ After that! 
had a talk with George’'W. Robinson and: Philo Dibble together, in 
whichI was informed whe officers were, as above; abd further, that 
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Javed Carter was captain general of the band, Cornelius P. Lot 
general, and Sampson Avard brig. general. Thisis as I now recolleu 
it, Dr, Avard, in speaking to the society, remarked, that it would: be 
impossible for the presidency to explain the object of the society toevery — 
member, but that the presidency would expla their views or wishes to 
the head officers, aad they to the members of the society. I was present — 
_ at one meeting when the »flicers ofthe society were presented and in- 
troduced to the presidency, each officer receiving a blessing from 
them. .Avard stated that he had procured the presidency to come 
there, to show the society that what he had been doing was presen. 

to their direction or will; and while there, the presidency approved 0 

vard’s course in thesociety. Dr, Avard, however, did not explain: to 
| residency what his teaching had been in the society. 

_ IT heard Avard; on one occasion, say that the Danites were to conse- 
erate their surplus property, and to come in by ten$ to do so; and if 
— they lied about.it--he said Peter killed Annanias and Sapphira, and 
that would be an.example for us. When appointed adjutant of the 
Danite band, as referred tu above, I did not think proper to ebject 
openly, though I determined within myself not to act; and the lists 
and other papers brought to me for recording, I threw aside and made 
no record of. 

On the day, before the last expeaiton to Daviess, I heard Joseph 
Smith, in a speech, say, ia reference to stealing, that in a general 
way he did not approve of it; but that, on one occasion, our Saviour 
| his disciples stole corn in. passing through the. cornfields, for the 
reason that they could not otherwise procure any thing to eat. He 
told an anecdote of a Dutchman’s potatoes, and said, in substance, 
that a colonel or captain was quartered near a Dutchman, from whom 
he wished to purchase some potatoes, who refused to sell them, The 
officer then charged his men not to be caught stogiing the Dutchman’s 
potatoes; but next morning he found his potatoes all dug. I think it~ 
was in reference to the expedition to Daviess, and they had been com- 
pelled to go out so often that the people there ought to. bear the,ex- 

nsec. 
PF Such men as would oppose things undertaken as being unlawful,and 
such as they feared was a violation of the law, I have heard Smith and 
Rigdon, in their public addresses, denominate “QO, don’t men.” These 
I understood. to be those who were denominated also dissenters; and 
in reference to.men who were hanging back, and did not wish te en- 
gage im their expeditions, they were called traitors; and referring to 
such, as I understood, Rigdon proposed that blood should first begin to 
flow in the streets of Far West; but his proposition did not carry. 
The proposition was then made, and carried unanimously, that those 
who thus hung back should be pitched upon their horses and made to Fs 
and placed in the front of the army. All the above occurred in Far 
West, the day before the last expedition to Daviess. The following of 
the defendants were in the last. expedition to Daviess countys Joseph 
Smith, jr., Henry Smith, P, P. Pratt, Lyman Wight; Amasa Lyman, I 
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Jin certain was not there; George W. Robinson, Caleb Baldwin, Alan- 
‘aon Ripley were there; John’ Buckannan wae not there; George W. 
“Harris, George Grant. and Darwin Chase were out; Isaac Morley was 
notout; Alexander McRay there; Ebenezer Robinson was there, 
and John's. Higbee, think; James‘M. Henderson was there; Edward 
ffaidge’ was there; Francis Higbee, I think, was there; George Kimble | 
theres James W. Younger was there; James H. and Mat- 
- ‘When the troops arrived at’Diahmon, they were divided into i 
ies of twenty, forty, filty, &c., just as they might be called’ for. 
Those companies were sent outin different parts of the country, as 1 | 
saw them thus out and coming in, saw compe- 
ny of about filty, called a Fur Company come once. Some had one 
t and some another: one 1 saw with a feather bed; another had 
some spun yatn. | understood from some of those who were bringing 
“property that they were to take it to the bistiop’s store, and deposite it; 
and if they failed to'do se, it would be considered stéaling. Bidse» 
As the property was nite 9 in; there was a general shout of hur- 
rah, and waving of hats, by those in camp. I heard Demick Hunting- 
don, one of the ‘troops, tell in camp that the mob had burnt the store- 
house in Gallatin, but that the Mormons had hauled off the goods; and, 
also, that the mob were burning some Mormon houses. 1! looked at 
him as though] did not believe it, and he stooped down to me’ (being 
‘on his horse) and whispered to me that it was Captain Brunson whe 
had gone with twenty men to the Grindstone fork, who was burning 
those houses. The goods taken in Gallatin were generally understood 
im camp 'to have been deposited with the bishop, as consécrated prop- 
erty. Wher the companies would return from their expeditions, they 
would make their reports to the p:esidency who were there. As this 
“company, above referred to as the Fur Company, passed with their 
plunder; ! heard Mahlon Johnson, whé lived in the lower part of Cald- 
well, «sk Joseph Smith, jr., if these proceedings would not endanger 
thefumilies living in that part of Caldwell county, and excite the peo- 
ple to come on them; and Smith asked him what he was talking about - 
‘<Lvhat this was the first step they had ever taken to quell the mob. 
Dheard Petty Keyes, oné who was engeged ih the depredations jn 
“Daviess say that Joseph Smith, jr., remarked, in his presence, that ‘it 
Was his intention, alter they got through in Daviess, to go down and ,. 
‘take the'store'in Carrollton. This remark Smjth made while in Da- 
‘views’ After the Mortiion troops returned to Far West’ from Daviess, — 
‘| saw several of the captains of tens, who had been in'that expedition . 
‘tHiaking: a’ list of ‘their nien, for the purpose, as they said, of being 
‘handéd' in; that they might receive their portion of ‘the spoils. 
Pheard' Ditwit e say that lie was in the expedition agamst Be- 
Several days before the shilitia to Far West, I'learned through 
Arthot, of Olay'county, that they were’ raising the militia. On 
‘Monday, before the militia at rived, I went out towards Crooked River 
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tose if I could meet them. I met-a young man, whé informed me 
_ that Geneal Doniphan was on Crovked river with the militia. 1 re- 


turned to Far West, and informed Mr. Rigdon and Joseph Smith, jr, 
as well as giving general information of the fact. I proposed 0 Mf 


Smith to go mourning qnd try to find them; to which he assent 
I was disappointed in my effort, and returned late in the evening to 
Far West. Just as | arrived, | saw the militia, and ] went down te 
them with a flag, 1 met with General Doniphan, who received me 
mee me they were about 1,300 in number, and that they were 

uitia. | | 

_On my return to town, | met with Joseph Smith, jr., and informed 
him that the troops were militia, under General Doniphan’s command, 
(as | then supposed was the case.) Mr. Smith asked me their number, 


and itoldbim. He replied, “Keep up guod courage; we can whip that 
. Bumber, if they make an attack upon us.” Some other persoa came 


up at the time, and inquired of-me their number; and Mr, Smith aa- 
swered that Mr. Phelps (who wasa judge of numbers, having seen 
Habe: before) suid that there were.about 250, as he would suppose. 

r. George Robinson then whispered tu me not to tell the men the 
number of the militia—that it would frighten. them, or damp. their 

[At this stage of the examination of Reed Peck, the following nam- 


, ed defendants, viz: King Follet, Samuel Bent, Ebberry Brown, Ale 


liam. Whitman, aod Jonathan Dunham, were brevghi te the bar of 

court, and put upon their trial jor the offences alleged against the other 
defendants; and, time being allowed them to employ counsel, they re- 
titfed, and again returned te the bar, appearing by their counsel, 
Messrs, Kees and Voniphan.. The examimation of ‘Reed Peck, was 


thencontinued.}. pasta 
Reed Peck deposeth and further saith: That Jonathan Dunham wis 


yn the last expethiion te Daviess, and was captain of acompany of 50, | 


which I have spoken of as called the Fur Company. He went under 
the fictitious name of Captain Black Hawk. When the men weye par- 
aded, they were called out as all belunging to Captain Black Hawk's 
company. My impression is, that King Foilet was not in that expedi 
tion; but he was captain of 12 men in far West, under the Danite o 

dery as understand, as he was neither an officer nor private of militia, 
and was known and called under the fictitious name of Captain Bull, 


and his company was called the Regulators. 1 saw Willuam Whitman 


in the expedition to Daviess, and seemed to be one of the troups en- 


gaged with others, time previous to the in, 


purpose of keep 


se of keep, 
ing the I heard Joseph Smith, jr-,.in a public address, as 


vhe first time when,the militia went out (here for, 


this State; but, as-for the laws of this State, he did not intend to -re- 
rd them, nor care any thing about them, as they were made by law- 


and blackle The above things were said some t a last July 
Oe th Daviess, Theard Je 


or August. Om the eve of the last expedition to 
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-seph Smith, ir, say that they (meaning the heads of the church) had 

appealed to the Governor for protection, and he had sent us back 

‘word that we must fight our own battles. He further stated, that the 

law was unequally administered—all em us, and none for us—and 


spoke of the prosecutions set on foot in Daviess as an instance; and he 
en said we must take our own cause in our own hands, and defend 


’ eurselves; that he did not calculate to regard the laws my eager I 
eal 


think it was the last of June, or first of July last, that 

Avard say that he had just returned froma counci! with the presidency, 
in which council Jared Carter was broken of his office of Captain 
General of the Danite band, for having spoken against Sidney Rigdon, 


one of the presidéncy; it being a regulation of that society that no one 


‘should speak against them, or hear any one else do it, with impunity. 
In that council, Avard said, ‘an arrangement was made to dispose of 
the dissenters, to wit: that all the head officers of the Danite band 
should have a list of the dissenters, both here and in Kirtland; “And,” 
said he, “1 will tell you how I will do them: when I meet one damnin 
the presidency, I can dama them as well as he; and, if he wanted to 
drink, he would get a bow! of brandy, and get him half drunk, and, ta- 
king hin by the arm, he would take him to the woods or brush, and 
said he would be into their guts in a minute, and put them under the 
sod.” He gave thisas an example of the way they should be disposed 
ef. The only motive for getting rid of the dissenters in this way, as 
far as I ever learned, was, that, if they remained among the “Mormons, 
they would introduce a elass there that would ultimately end&nger 
their lives, and destroy the church; and if they were suffered to go out 
from among them, they would be telling lies on them in the surroun- 
ding country. 

ese reasons | gathered from Mr. Rigdon’s salt sermon. And Mr. 
Rigdon said, in the same sermon, that he would assist to erect a gal- 
lows on the square, and hang them all. Joseph Smith, jr., was present, 
and followed Mr. Rigdon, after he had made the above declaration, 
and said he did not wish to do any thing unlawful. He then spoke of 
the-fate of Judas, and said that Peter had hung him, (Judas;} and said 
that he approved of Mr. Rigdon’s sermon, and called it a good ser- 
men. 
And further this deponent saith net. 

REED PECK, 


James C. Owens, a witness who was produced on a former day, and 
testified, being called back, further deposeth and saith: He does not 
think that William Whitman was in the last expedition to Daviess; 1 
think he was left at Far West, as captain of the town guard: 4 


he may have been in Daviess for aught! know. And further this de- 


enent saith not. | 
Pe JAMES C. OWENS. 


| William W. Phelps, ‘a witness on the part of the State, pre- 
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duced, sworn and examined, deposeth and saith: That,.as early as | 


April last, at a meeting in Far'West of eight or twelve persons, Mr- 
Rigdon arose, and made address to them, in which he spoke of having 
borne persecutions and law-suits, and other privations, end did not’ in- 
tend to bear them anylonger; that they meant to resist the law, and, 
if a sheriff came after them with writs, they would kill hims and, if 
any body opposed them, they would take off their heads. George W 

Harris, who was present, observed, You mean the head of their influ- 


ence, | suppose? Rigdon answered, he meant that lump of flesh and . 


benes called the skull, orscalp. Joseph Smith, jr., followed Mr. Rig- 
don, appreving his sentiments, and said, that was what they intended 
to dd. Both, in their remarks, observed, that they meant to have the 
words of the presidency io be as good and undisputed as the words ef 
God; and that no one should speak against what they said. Hiram 
Smith was not in Far West at this time, and I think he was not in the 
country. Some time in June, steps were taken to get myself and 
others out of the county of Caldwell, and efforts were made to get the 
post office from me, (being postmaster,) by a demand for it. 1 explain- 
ed the law, which seemed satisfactory, and it was given up. I then in- 
formed the second presidency of the church, by letter, that I was wil- 
ling to do any thing that was right, and, if [had wromged any man, | 
would make satisfaction. I was then notified to attend a meeting. 
Sidney Rigdon, in an address, again brought up the subject of the post 
office. Itold them if public opinion said | should give it up, I would 
do so; but they would have to await the decision of the Postmaster 
General; which they agreed to do, with the understanding that a com- 
mittee of three should inspect the letters written and sent by me, as 
well as those received by me. This committee, however, never made 
their appearance. After my case was disposed of, another man’s was 
taken up; he attempted to speak in his defence, and said he was a re- 


ublican Several rushed up towards him, and stopped him, telling 


fitn if he had any thing to say in favor of the presidency, he might say 
it, and that was their republicanism. Joseph Smith,,jr., Sidney Rig- 
don and Hiram Smith, who compose the first presidency, were there. 
It was observed in the meeting, that, if any person spoke against the 

residency, they would hand him over to the hands of the Brother of 
Gideon. I knew not, at the time, who or what -t meant. Shortly af- 
ter that, I was at another meeting, where they wefe trying several— 
the first presidency being present; Sidney Rigdon was chief spokes- 
man. The object of. the meeting seemed to be, to make persons con- 
fess, and repent of their sins to God and the presidency ; and arraigned 
them for giving false accounts of their money and effects they had.on 
hand; and they-said, whenever they found one guilty of these things, 
they were to be handed over to the Brother of Gideon. Several were 
found guilty, and handed over as they said. [| yetdid not know what 
was meant by this expression, “the Brother of Gideon.” Not a great 
while after this, secret or private meetings were held; 1 endeavored to 
find out what they were; and I learned, from John Corrill and others, 
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thev were forming a secret society called Danites, formerly called ihe 
‘Brother of Gideon. In the meeting above réferred to, in which I was 
present, oné. man arose to defend hin.self; and he was ordered to leave 
the house, but commenced to speak; Avard then said, “Where are my 
ten men?” Thirty or more men arose up; whereupon the man said 
he would leave the house. At this meeting, I agreed to conform to the 
rales of the church in all things, knowing | had_a good deal of property 
in the county, and, if 1 went off, ‘I should be obliged to leave it. For 


somé timé before and after this meeting, an armed guard was kept in 


town and one of them at my house, during the night, as | supposed, te 
watch my person. I the forte part of July, 1 being one of the justices. 
of the county court, was forbid by Joseph Smith, jr., from issuing any 
process againsthim. In l¢arned from the clerk of the circuit court that 
declarations had been filed against Smith, Rigdon and others, by. John- 
son, and, in reference to that case, Smith told ‘Clemingon, the clerk, 
that he should not issue a writ against hin. I observed to Mr. Smith, 
that there was a legal objection to issuing it; that the cost (meaning 
the clerk’s fee) had not been paid. Smith replied, he did not care for 
that; he did not inted to have any writ issued against him in_ the coun- 
ty. ‘These things, together with many others, alarmed me for the sit- 
uation of our county; and, at our next circuit courts:-I mentioned: 
these things to the judge and several members of the bar. | 

A few days before the 4th day of July last, I heard D. W. 
Patten (known by the fictitious name of Captain Fearnaught) say 
that Rigdon was «riting a declaration, to ‘declare the church inde- 
pendent. I remarked tv him, I thought such a thing treasonable—te 
set up a government within a Government. He answered, it would 
nof be treasonable if they would maintam it, or fight till they died. 
Demick Huntingdon, bie some others, made about the same remark. 
Sidney Rigdon’s 4th of July oration was the declaration referred to. 


‘Along through the summer and fall,a storm appeared to be gathering; 


and, ffom time to time, 1 went out into Kay and Clay, counties; saw 


_-and conversed with many gentlemen on the subject, who always assu- 


red me that they would use every exertion, that the law should be en- 
forced; and I repeatedly made these thirgs known in Caldwell county. 


and that there was no disposition among the people to raise mobs 2- 
gainst them from these counties, 1] never was invited, nor did J attend 


any of their secret meetings. I was at the meeting on Monday before 
the last expedition to Daviess, having learnea that steps would be, ta- 
Fen there which might aflect me. At this meeting, the presidency, to- 
gether with many others, were there, to the number of perhaps 200 or 
300, or more. Joseph Smith, je, I think it, was, who addressed the 


‘meeting, and said, in substance, that they were then about to go to war 


in Daviess county; that those persons who had not turned out, their 
preperty should be taken to mamtajn the war. This was by way of 
ferma! resolution, and was not objected to by any present. A motion 
was then made, by Sidney Rigdon, that the blood of those who were 
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thus batk ward should first be spilled in the streets of Far West; afew © 
said, Amen to'this. But immediately Mr. Joseph Smith, jr., before 
Rigdon’s motion wae put, rose, and moved that they be taken to Davi- 
88 County, and, if they came to battle, they should be put on their hor- 
‘ges with bayonets and pitehforks, and put in front: this passed without 
a'dissenting voice. There was a short speech made. then, by Joseph 
‘Simith, jr., about carrying on the war; in which he said it was necedsa- 
‘TY to have something to live on; and, when they went out to war, it 
we necessary to take spuils to live on. ‘This was in reference to the 
issenters, as well as to the people of Daviess, where they were going. 
In this speech, he told the anecdote of the Dutchman’s potatoes, _ 
- Finding I sho ild have to go out, and not wishing to be put in front of 
the battle, 1 sought a situation, and went out with my wagon, This 
‘was the expedition in which Gallatin and Millport were burnt. I went 
on to "Diahmon a few days alter the Mormon troops had gone out. | 
went to the tavern, late at night, whee I found Joseph Smith, jr.; Hi- 
‘yam Smith and others. | informed J. Smith that the Clay troops had 
returned homé, some 40 or 50 in number; but told him that General 
Parks was in Far West, and his troops just behind. : Fae 
__. There'wasa conversation among them as to what they would do; 
‘and they come tovhe cenclusion to send down to Lyman Wight, at his 
house, for him to send an express to General Parks that his troops 
were not needed. Some time be‘ore day I awoke, and found Lyman 
Wight and Captain Fearnaught in the house; he said he had sent the 
express to General Parks, informing him that his militia was not need- 
ed. Wight asked J. Smith, twice, if he had come to the point now te 
‘resist the law; that he wanted this matter now distinctly understood. 
He said he had succeeded’ in smoothing the matter over with Judge 
King, when lie was ont, and that he defied the United States to Yake 
him, but that he had submitted to be taken because he (Snaith) had done 
fo. This wasin reference 16 the examination for the offence for which 
he'and Smith had been brought before Judge King in Daviess.” Smith 
teplied, the time had come when he should resist al! law. In the fore 
‘part of the night, after my arrival, ] heard a god dea! of conversation 
about drawing out the mob froni Daviess. 1 heard J. Smith remark, 
there was storé at Gallatin, anda yrocery at Millport; and in the 
rhing alter the conversation between Smith and Wight about resiat- 
ing the law, a plan of operation’ was agreed on, which was: that Cap- 
tain Feéarnaught, who was present, should take a company of 100 men, 
ér more, and go to Gallatin, and take it that day; ‘to take the goods out 
éf the store in Gallatin, bring them to ’Diahmon, and burn the store. 
Lyman i is was to take a company, and go to Millport on the same 
day; and Seymour Brunson was to take a company, and go to the 
Grindstone fork on the same day. This arrangement was made in the 
house, before day, while 1 was lying on the floor.’ When 1 arose in the 
morning, some of the companies were gone; but | saw Lyman Wight 
parade a horse company, and start off with it towards Millport. lLalse 
saw afoot company the same daygooff. 
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On the same day, in the evening, I saw both these companies return; 
- the foot company had some plunder, which appeared to be beds and 
bedclothes, &c. They passed on towards the bishop’s store, but I 
know not what they did with the plunder. I remained in the camps 
ene day and two nights at ’Diahmon, when I returned to Far West. 
The night before I started to Far West, an express was sent from Je- 
seph Smith and Lyman Wight to Rigdon, at Far West; but what was 
the contents of the express Tksow not. When I returned to Far West 
I had a meesage in reference to having wood and provisions provided 
for the families of those persons living in Far West, who were in Da- 
viess; and, forthe purpose of giving that information, I was invi:éd to 
a-school-house, where it was said the people had assembled. I went - 
there, and was admitted. The men being paraded before the deor 
when I arrived,in number about 40 or 50: it was remarked that these 
were true men; and we all marched into the house. A guard was pla- 
ced around the house, and one at the door, | pi 

Mr. Rigdon then commenced making covenants, with uplifted hands. 
The first was, that, if any man attempted to move out of the county, 
er pack their things for that purpose, that any man then in the house, 
seeing this, without, saying any thing to any other person, should kill 
him, and haul him aside into the brush, and that all the burial he should 
have should be in a turkev buzzard’s guts, so that nothing ef him should - 
be left but his bones. The measure was carried in form of a covenant 
with uplifted hands. After the vote had passed, he said, Now see if 
any one dare vote against it, and called for the negative vote; and 
' there was none. The next covenant, that, if any persons from the 
surrounding country came into their town. walking about—no odds © 
who he might be—any one of that meeting should kill him, and throw 
him aside into the brush. This passed ina manner as the above had 
oe The third covenant was, “conceal al! these things.’ Mr. 

igdon then observed, that the kingdom of heaven had no secrets; that 
borer a man had slipped his wind, and was dragged into the hazel 

rush; and, said he,**the man who lisps it shall die.” There were sev- 
eral companies organized at this meeting, and volunteers called for; and 
1, having been assigned the command of the express company, called 
for volunteers—wanting to be doing something to make a show. Ama- 
sa Lyman, a defendant, was in that meeting, and was appointed by Mr. 
Rigdon captain of acompany, whose duty it was to watch the move- 
ments of the enemy, or mob, in Buncombe; and if they hurt one house 
in Caldwell, his company was to burn four of theirs; and men were se- 
lected who were strangers in the community where they were, to act 
towards the latter part of the instructions. To Lyman’s company, 
Rigdon observed, that if the inhabitants in the surrounding country 
commenced burning houses in Caldwell, if they could not get clear of 
them in any other way, they would poisonthem off. This last remark 
I did not understand as being particularly addressed to Lyman as a 
part of the duties of his company, but seemed to be addressed to the 
ineeting generally. This meeting was on Saturday, and on the next 
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Mondany I returned to "Viahmon, with seven ar eight wagons, three. 
or four of which were moving sorhe families, that 1 had been directed 
to take to ’Diahmon for use there. I arrivea at ’Diahmon that eve- 
“ning, and, next morning four of the wagons were loaded and sent back 
to Far West. Joseph Smith, jr., and Hiram Smith, perhaps, informed 
me they wanted four wagons—a part of which was to haul beef and 
rk to Far West; and what the balance of the loading was, I did not 

now; but these wagons, brought out by me, were pointed out, and ta- 
_ ken back to Far West. I remained in the camps in ’Diahmon that day; 

my wagon and another went down to Millport, and brought up Slade’s 

goods, which were there. Slade is nota iceabes but has three broth- . 
ers residing in or about Far West, who are Mormons. ad | 

The following of the detendants were in the last expedition te 

Joseph Smith, jr., 

P. P. Pratt, | 

Lyman wight, 
George W. Robinson, 

Alanson Ripley, | 

George W. Harris, 

Elijah Newman was one of my men. 

Isaac Morley was not there. 

Alexander McRay was there. 

benezer Robinson was there. 
Edward Partridge was there. 
James H. Rawlins was there. 


Sheffield Daniels, I think, was not there. | 
Samuel Bent was there, and he was called Captain Black Hawk. 


While in Adam-on-diahmon, | saw George W. Robinson, with a clock 
under-his arm, which I afterwards saw in Far West, and which was 
elaimed by a Mr. McLaney, of Daviess county, as his property, after 
the arrival of General Clark at Far West. es 

And further this deponent saith not. 


W. W. PHELPS. 


George M. Hinkle, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and ex- — 
amined, deposeth and saith: I was in Far West when the last Mormen 
expedition went to Daviess wie f We heard of a great number of 
men gathering in Daviess, [mob;] I went down without being attached 
to any company, or without having any command; | found there were 
no troops [mob] gathered there. The Mormen forces consisted of 
about three hundred, as I suppose; they were engaged in scouting par- 
ties; some, it is said, went to Gallatin, and much mysterious conversa- 
tion was had in camp ‘about goods, and that they were much cheaper 
then in New York. This last remark was made by Parley P. Pratt. 
I saw goods of various kinds; but knew not from whence they came. 
It was a commen talk in camps that the mob were burning their own 
houses and fleeing off. 
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"There was much wysterious conversation in camps, as to plundering, 
and house-burding; so much so, that L had my own notions about it; 
and, on one dtcasion, (ra to Mr. Smith, jr., in the house, and told 


him that this course of /burning houses and plundering, by the Mormon 
troops, would ruin us; that it could not be kept hid, and would bring 
the force of the State upon us; that houses would be searched, and sto- 
ien property found. Smith replied to me, ina pretty rough manner te 
keep still; that 1 should say nothing about it; that it would discourage. 
the men; and he would not suffer me to say any thing aboutat. Again, 
in a private conversation, I said’to him 1 would not raise a mutiny by 
saying any thing publicly; but I wished to talk to him privately, not 
wishing, however, to set inyself up above himin the matter; but that | 
wished to do it for the good of the church. I knew this was the way 
I could get to talk with him. I explained’myself more fully than when 
in the house; and tuld himh I thought things were running to a danger- 
ous extreme, and he ought to exercise his influence to stop it, as this 
course of things would ruin his people. He answered that I was, mis- 
taken, and that | was scared, and that this was the only way to gain 
eur liberty and our point; that the mob had begun it with usin Jackson 
eounty, and had been kept up to this day, and told me to be cheered 
up, and not to oppose him; and he pledged himself in some way that it 
would go on right. I replied, f hoped tor the better, and that it would 
be better than [ anticipated. Both of the above conversations occur- 
red in ’Diahmon, at the time the Mormon troops were assembled 


there. 


There was a council held the evening after I arrived at "Diahmon, 
as I learned from Hiram Smith and others, in which some officers were 
appointed. Ido not recollect precisely how made; but I think Ly- 
man Wight was commander-in-chief of all the Mormon forces in Da- 

Neither of the Mr. Smiths seemed to.have any command as officers 
in the field, but seemed to give general directions. “4 | 

I saw agreat deal of plunder aud bee-stands brought into camp; and 
I saw many persons, for many days, taking the honey out of them; | 
understood this property and plunder were J wey into the hands of 
the bishop at ‘Diahmon, named Vincent Knight, to be divided out 
among them, as their wantsmightrequiree . . 
There were a number of horses and cattle drove in; also, hogs haul- 


ed in dead with the hair on; but whose they were, I know not. They 


were generally called consecrated property. | think it was the day 
Gallatin was attacked. I saw Colonel Wight start off with troops, as_ 
was said, to Millport; all this seemed to be done under the, inspection | 
of Joseph Smith, jr. I saw Wight’ whenhe returned; the troops from. 
Gallatin returned about the same. time; andl heard Smith find fault 
with Wight for not being as resolute as to serve Millport as they hed 
served Gailatin; this-was remarked to me alone. te th 

The following named defendantd were in the last expedition to Da- 


viess county: Joseph Smith, jr., Hiram Smith, Lyman Wight, Parley — 
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P, Pratt,George W, Robinson,(I think,) Washington Voorhees,(I think,) 
George W. Harris, Martin C. Alred, William “Alred, ({:think,) Darwin 
Chase, Alexander. McRay, Ebenezer Robinson, (I believe.) Edward 
- Partridge, ae a few days,) Joseph W. Younger, James W. Rollins, 
(for a few days,)«nd Maurice Phelps. otha | 
Ireturned nto Caldwell county, and received an order from Judge 
Higbey to order out the militia of Caldwell, to defend the citizens * 
rainst mobs. | issued that order to tle different officers; but [ found 
eaten very much disorganized, and ] inquired the reason why. They 
auswered, they cared nothing for their commissions; that the organi- 
zation of the Danite band had taken all power out of their hands. 
Unser Se order, considerable men turned out, but were not regularly 
On the day before the battle with Captain Bogart, there was a coun- 
eil held in Far West, in which Patten was appointed commander-in- 
chief of all the horse he could raise in Caldwell county. I inquired 
(iaasmuch as I was commanding colonel of the militia of the county) 
how this was to be. President Smith told me that, if it_reduced my 
eommand to ten men, | must be satisfied with it. So I went home, an 
‘retired to bed early. Next morning, about sunrising, | heard of the 
battle. Joseph Smith, jr,, Lyman Wight, and perhaps some others, 
(who, I think, were not in the battle,) went. to meet those with the 
weunded. The following named defendants J saw in the troop, return 
fiom the fight with Bogart: Parley P. Pratt, Caleb Baldwin, (I think,) 
and Norman Shearer. | | 
On the evening that the mulitia arrived near Far West,I got inte 
town, having been to hunt them that day to confer with them. Wher 
{ arrived into town, with about one hundred men, | found them on foot. 
| saw other Mormon forces, formed in single line, in the brush, in a po- 
sition to receive militia, who were marching up. -I went down, and 
learned from Mr. Pomeroy, of Ray county, that they were militia; and 
I told him they need not come up to fight, we wanted to settle the mat- 
ter without fighting. And, for fear of a collision between the two 
forces, | ordered the Mormohs, formed in the brush, toretreat. At this 
time, Joseph Smith, jr., rode.up and upbraided me for such an order. 
and told me it should not be done, . He then ordered the men to stand, 
and talked harshly to me, charging me with cowardice. I knew it, would 
not do to oppose his wishes, and returned home. . He went and took | 
command of the forces which I had with me that day,and which L bad. 
dismounted and formed as above stated; and he marched them down te, . 
the other line of Mormons, who were formed to receive, the militia, by 
was generally believed by all in Far West, for several days previous te 
their arrival, that the militia were coming out, and that the forces, when 
‘Along through the week that the fight was had with Bogart, it. 
was ageneral understanding, given out by Joseph Smith, jr,, that he, 
ealculated to fight any forces who should, come against them, whether | 
militia or mob; and, if they pushed them teo tight, they would march. 
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- through Jefferson city; or the calculation was, that they would push 
> | { have heard Joseph Smith, jr. say that he believed Mahomet was a 
| dod man; that the Koran was not a true thing, but the world belied 
Mahomet , as they had belied him, and that‘Mahomet was a true pro- 
oe ' The general teachings of the presidency were, that the kingdom 
; _ they were setting up was a /emporal as well as a spiritual kingdom; that 
it was the little stone spoken of by Danie]. Until lately, the teachings 
i ef the church appeared to be peaceable, and that the kingdom was to 
be set’ up peaceably; but lately a different idea has been advanced— 
| that the time had come when this kingdom was to be set up by forcible 
means, if necessary. 
It was taught, that the time had come when the riches of the Gen- 


tiles were to be consecrated to the true Israel. This thing of taking” 
property was considered a fufillment of the above jedebeny. The’ 
; reachers who were sent out to preach their doctrines were instructed 
a tei their converts to come up to Zion—meaning this upper part of 
sour. 
4 I think the evening the militia arrived, Smith had a disposition not to 
fight them—from what I could understand, more on account of their 
} numbers than their characters. | 
’ J heard it said, (but whether it wasin the council, where Patten was 
chosen commander-in-chief, or where! donot recellect,) but I heard it 
stated, 1 think by Joseph Smith, jr., that the militia was a mob, and 
that the State of Missouri was a mob—or words to that effect. 

; When opposing President Smith, at ’Diahmon, above referred to, 

: about the plundering of property, he remarked, it was impossible se 
§ many ~ could subsist there, without resorting to so.nething of 
that kind. ged 

After we came in from ’Diahmon to Far West, from the last expedi- 
: tion to Daviess, Joseph Smith, jr., said he intended to hoist a new flag, 

! or standard, on the square in Far West, on which he intended to write 

“Religion aside, and free toleration to all religions, and to all people 
that would flock to it;” and that he believed thousands in the surroun- 
, ding country would flock to it, and give him force sufficient to aecom- 
AY plish his designs in maiataining his fiag and in carrying on the war. 

* The morning that 1 marched to Far West, to meet the militia to con- 
fer with them, as above referred to, Joseph Smith, jr., made a speech te 
the troops who were called together, in which he said: That the troo 

| which were gathering through the country were a damned mob; that he 
>, had tried to please them long enough; that we had tried to keep the law’ 

long enough; byt, as to keepiag the law of Missouri any longer, he did 

not intend to try todo so. That the whole State was a mob set; and 

it that, if they came to fight him, he would play hell with their applecarts. 

, He told his peopte that they heretofore had the character of fighting 
like devils; but they should now fight like angels, for angels could whip 


devils. 
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While in Daviess, on the last expedition. I mentioned the great diffi- 
- eulties the course they were pursuing would likely get them into; 
reply was, by a number of them, that, as the citizens had a!l fled, there 
would be none to prove it by but themselves, and they could swear as 
they pleased in the matter. These, I believe were of the Danite or- 
der. And | understood from them that they could swear each other 
clear, if it should become necessary. While at ’Diahmon, I heard a 
conversation about having commenced the war, andI expressed doubts — 
as to their being able to get along with it in the community. In that 
conversation, while many were present, 1 heard Lyman Wight say, 
that the sword had now been drawn, and should not be sheathed until 
he had marched to De Witt, in Carroil county, into Jackson county, and 
into many other places in the State, and swore that he was uble to ac- 
eomplish it. While the last expedition was in progress in Daviess 
county, a portion of the troops returned to Far West, and was para- 
ded in the square before Sidney Rigdon’s house. Rigdon addressed 
them in a cheering and encouraging manner in the course they were 
pursuing. He held in his hand a letter from Joseph Smith, jr., in Davi- 
ess county, in which, he said, there was a profound secret, and the boys 
who were present were sentaway. The letter, as near as | recollect 
it, was as follows: That our enemies were now-delivered into our 
_ hands, and that we should have victory over them in every instance. 
The letter stated that, in the name of Jesus Christ, he knew this by 
the spirit of prophecy. 

Since the return from Daviess, Joseph Smith, jr., told me, in refer- 
ence to his plans, that if the citizens of Richmond and surroundi 
couatry rose and went out there to fight them, that he intended to have 
men to slip in behind them, and lay waste the county, and burn their 
houses. In the council in Far West, a few days before the militia came 
Nout, I recollect, in making arrangements for the war, the presidency 
was to have the supreme rule, and that their war office, or head-quarters, . 
was to be at ’Diahmon, where, Joseph Smith, jr., said they could 
have all necessary preparations to carry on the war ina warlike 
manner; and they were to have gone in a day or twq to take their 
seats. 

At the time Joseph Smith, jr.,and myself, were under guard at Far 
West, he manifested a pu disposition to converse about our difficul- 
ties,and said he heard | had turned against him; and proposed to me 
the idea of hanging together, and not testifying inst each other; 
and if we suffer, all suffer together. felt myself situated, 
as I had heard there wasa combimation of the Danites against me. . 
I told +4 I would testify to nothing but the truth, let it fall on whem 
it would. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

G. M. HINKLE. 


William Splawn, a witness produced, sworn and examined for the 
Btate, and saith, (he is a citizenof Daviess county:) I was at 
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* Eli Bagley’s, in Daviess county, when an armed company of men, 
about ten or twelve in number,came there. James H. Rollins and Jes- 
se D. Hunter, two of the defendants, were of the company that came 
to Bagley’s. They inquired who I was, and if I wasof a mob charac- 
ter; and learned that I was not, and let me alone. They inquired for 
John Raglin, and said they heard he was a mob character, and had gone 
for men to fight them; and that if they got their eyes on him, they would 
take his life, and that he had better keep out of their way. : 

To be positive that Hunter was of the company,I will not; but! 
have little or no doubt of it, from his appearance. This was on 
Saturday, after I learned that Gallatin was burnt the Thursday be- 
fore, and during the time that the Mormon troops were in Daviess 
county. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
7 WILLIAM SPLAWN. 


Thomas M. Odie, a witness for the State, produced, sworn and exam- 
ined, devoseth and saith: On the Saturday after Gallatin was burnt, 
an armed “company of twelve men rode up to Mr. Raglin’s house, in 
Daviess ‘county, where I resided. ‘They inquired for John Raglin. I| 
told them where he had gone. They said their object was to drive the 
mob from the county,and that! must go. I replied that1 could not; that 
lhad no way to get off, and that my family were barefooted. They 
replied, that made no difference; I must go; and said if 1 was not gone 
by next morning’s sun-rising they would take my life. ‘They told Mrs. 
Rag!in she must put out; that there she could not stay, and that Rag- 
jin had better never show himself there; that they would take his life 
if they ever set their eyes onhim. Next morning, by the assistance of 
friends, we did start; leaving most of our property there. Since then 
I have returned, and found the houses burnt, and the property gone. 
consisting of household stuff, and twenty-nine bee-gums. ‘The compa- 
hy above mentioned inquired for gums, and got down and took one 
gum from the house, belonging to one Josiah Littlefield. They further 
said, that they had been driven as longas they were a going to; that 
they had got strong enough now to defend themselves; that they in- 
tended to do it by the sword; that they were at the defiance of any set 
of men that could come against them; and that they now intended to 
make it a war of extermination. 

The following of the defendants were in that company, viz: James 
H. Rollins, Jesse D. Hunter, Darwin Chase; and | think from his ap- 

arance, that Maurice Phelps was there, but may be mistaken. 

nter appeared to be captain, or commander, of the company, as 
he did most of the talkirg; but most all of them had something to 


say. 
And further this deponent saith not. 7 
| | is | 
THOMAS M. ODLE.. 


mark. 
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John Raglin, a witness for the State, produced, sworn and examined, 
deposeth and saith: I was in Gallatin when the Mormons made an:at- 
tack upon it, which took place one pres oe October. All the per- 
sons that were there left the town; and the Mormons, as I believe, they 
were to the number of of about 150 or 200, all armed, took possession: 
of the town; and the store and other houses were burnt, as | learned, 
that evening. 

And further this deponent saith not. 


his 
JOHN RAGLIN. 


mark. 


Allen Rathbun, a witness for the State, ed, sworn and exam- 
‘ ined, deposeth and saith: On the day before the battle with Bo I 
was in Far West; and early in the morning Daniel Carn, one of the de- 
fendants here,asked me to help him grease his wagon. I did so, and 
asked him where he was going. He said he was going out to Mr. Rag- 
lin’s, in Daviess county; that there were about forty bee-stands there, 
that they were going for. Directly after, I was at Morrison’s store, 
in Far West. ‘There was acompany often ora dozen men there, with 
two or three wagons. 1 heard Mr. Huntingdon ask for brimstone. 
Some of the company said they had two pounds. Huntingdon an- 
swered that would do. Mr. Hunter, of the defendants, here gave the 
word of command, and they marched off—Mr. Daniel Carn, with his 
wagon with them. Late that evening, I saw Mr. Carn’s wagon at his 
ocery door, in Far West. saw Carn and Huntingdon unloading it. 
t was loaded with one bee-gum, and household stuff, consisting of 
beds, or bed clothes, kinder tied up; alse there were onions in the wag- . 
on. Mr. Carn, that evening, remarked, that there would be in, that — 
night, a considerable number of sheep and castle; and further remark- 
ed, that -t looked to him sometimes that it was not right to take plun- 
der, but that it was according to the directions of Joseph Smith, jr., 
and that was the reason why he did it. The next morning! saw a con- 
siderable number of sheep on the square in Far West—near about. one 
hundred. I then left Far West, and returned home, io the east part 
of Caldwell county,) having been summoned to Far West by my mili- 
tia captain, but performed nomilitary duties while there. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
ALLEN RATHBUN. 


Jeremiah Myers, a witness fer the State, produced, sworn and exam- . 
ined, deposeth and saith: I was in the last expedition to Daviess coun- 
ty; pape from my home, (in the east part of Caldwell 
gounty,) by my militia officer, to go. to Far West, where I was told: we 
' had to march to Daviess; anddidso. I think it was the third day af- 
ter our arrival at ’Diahmon that Captain Fearnaught’s company, of 
about one hundred men, started out; and not until we got near to:Gal- 
latin did Llearn where they were going. I wae then told there was a 
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mop in Gallatin, and that we were going to disperse them. When in 
about half a mile of Gallatin, we formed, and rushed into town witha 
huzzah. I saw only two nien running; others said there were about 
fifteen. We gathered up around the store, and some went in, halloo- 
ing to “bring them out here;” epee there were men in the house. 
About this time, myself and another man returned to camp at °Diah- 
mon. That evening I saw store goods at the bishop’s store; and was 
informed by Mahlon Johnson, one of the company to Gallatin, that 
the goods taken from the store in Gallatin were the goods I saw depos- 
ited at the bishop’s store; they were called and considered consecra- 
ted property; and that they were to be dealt out by the bishop to those 
who stood in need. | | | 

I saw parties going out and coming in while in camp, but saw no 
property come into our camp; but | saw a pen of cattle, which were 
called buffalo. | 

The following of the defendants were in the last expedition to Da- 
viess; Joseph Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, (who resides in ’Diahmon,) 
Washington Voorhees, Ebenezer Page, Francis Higbey, Daniel Carn, 
James, Hi. Rollins, and Maurice Phelps, I think was there. | 

Inever saw Lyman Wight in command during this expedition. 
My camp was half a mile from Wight’s; and I staid pretty constantly 
about my own camp. I do not recollect that 1 was in any other ex- 
pedition than the one to Gallatin. 

There was some property brought into ’Diahmon by the Mormons 
as theirown: this was not deposited with the bishop, but they took it 
themselves. 


And further this deponent saith not. , 
| JEREMIAH MYERS. 


[At this stage of the examination, the following namec defendants, 
James Newberry and Sylvester Hewlett, were brought to the bar of 
the court, and put upon their trial for the offences alleged against the 
other defendants; and time being allowed them to procure counsel, 
they informed the court that they were ready to appear by themselves 
and sed] counsel, John R. Williams, Esq. ‘The examination then pro- 
gressed: 


Andrew J, Job, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and exam- 
ined, deposeth and saith: While the Mormon troops were in Daviess 
county, in the last expedition, 1 was taken prisoner by Captain Fear- 
naught, (as he was called,) who, | have since learned, was a Mr. Patten, 
While they were getting me into ’Diahmon about midnight, | passed on 
between Millport and that place, and counted ten houses on fire. 
James H. Rollins, Ebenezer Page, James M. Henderson, Alanson 
Ripley, and Sidney Tanner, were of the company that took me pris- 
oner. 

When the houses were burning, ] heard Ebenezer Page say that the 
mob were burning their own houses, and would lay 11 on the Mormons. 
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I observed it was curious they should burn their own houses: he replied, 
it was, but they were doing so. hi 

I arrived at’ Diahmon that night a prisoner, and was detained there 
until next merning about daybreak, when I, Ira Glaze, and William 
Bone, who were aiso taken prisoners, were turned loose by Lyman 
Wight, and told, that he would give us four hours to leave the county; 
and if they caught us after that time, we should not live any longer. 
Before we left, | heard Lyman Wight say—Come, boys, feed dale 
ses, and get your breakfast; we must try and scatter the mob. 

After I left Diahmon,I went to my step-mother’s, and made efforts to 
get out of the county. After the Mormons surrendered at ’Diahmon 
to the militia, | went with my step-mother to ’Diahinon, to hunt for 
her property, which had been left at the house when she moved, and 
which was missing on her return—such as beds, bed-clothing, knives 
and forks,a trunk, &c. On examination, we found at the house of Ly- 
man Wight, and upon his bedstead, a feather bed, which I knew to be 
the one left by her at the time she fled from the Mormons. I knew the 
bed from its appearance; the tick was striped and pieced at the end, and 
the stripes of the piece turned crosswise; also, we found in Wight’s 
house a set of knives and forks, whichI knew were the same left at her 


house as above stated. My step-mother left her residence, (in two’ 


miles of ’Diahmon,) where she left the above articles, on Wednesday 
before I was taken prisoner, which was on the Sunday night after; 
and when at ’Diahmon, the night I was a prisoner, I slept on that same 
bed, as | believed it to be, at one Sloan’s, as I understood his name to 
be. When my step-mother left her home near ’Diahmon, where the 
above articles were left, she went into'the lower part of Dev.ess; to 
which place I went when turned loose as a prisoner. My father’s 
name is Robert Job. 

And further this deponent saith not. - 
ANDREW J. 4 JOB. 

mark 


Freeburn H. Gardner, a witness on behalf of the State, produeed, 
sworn, and examined, deposeth and saith: Iwas pressed to go in the 
expedition against Captain Bogart, and went part of the way, as far 
as to Bragg’s place, about seven miles from Bogart’s camp. While 
there, I heard b. Patten, who was called Captain Fearnaught, lectur- 
ing the troops; heard him direct his men how to shoot—to bring their 
guns up on a rise to their object, and hold their breath, and fire; and 
generally they would make a deadly shoot; and that those they were 
a going to fight should not be able to hurt them; that their pieces 
should be elevated too high, or held too low. 

When called on that night to go, 1 was informed by the man who 
came for me that the object was to disperse a mob down at Crooked 
River. I proceeded no further than to Bragg’s place. I left, and rey 
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134. 
The following named defendants were in the expedition against Bo- 


gart, viz: Darwin Chase, ashe told me. ; Washington Voorhees was not 
ma the expedition; he stated he had no horse to ride; and that if I would 
not go, he wished to get my horse to ride, that he might go. | replied, 
if the herse went, | must go with it; he answered, | might have his gun, . 
(as I had none,) but that he would rather go himself. I took his gun, 
and joined the company as above. | 
» And further this deponent saith not. my 

is 


FREEBURN H. > GARDNER. 


mark. 


Burr Riggs, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and examin- 
ed, deposeth and saith: In the latter part of June last, immediately 
after the witness and Cowdrey left Far West, I fell into company 
with Joseph Smith, jr.,and Geo. W. Robinson. Jos. Smith, jr., said 
there were certain mer using their influence against the proceedin 
ef the presidency. and if they were suflered to go on they would do 

tinjury. And Smith told Robinson, the first man he heard speak- 
mg against the presidency, and against their proceedings, he must tie 
him up and give him thirty-nine lashes; and if that would not do, give 
him thirty-nine more, until he was sorry for what he had said; and 
Robinson said he would do it. , 

About the latter part of July, I heard Sidney Rigdon say, Wm. W. 
Phelpsand Dr. Williams, and he strongly suspected John Corrill, were 
using their influence against the presidency of the church; and further 
said, Corrill and Phelps were men of great influence in the country, 
and their influence must be put down. * 

I did not go out (with the troops) in the late expedition to Daviess; 
but my team was pressed. Four or five days after the Mormon troeps 
had gone out, I learned that one of my horses was sick, and that I had 
better go out and attend to him. I went out to ’Diahmon, and got 
there in the evening; remained there that night, and returned to Far 
West next morning. While ia ’Diahmon I sawa great deal of plunder 
| ht in, consisting of beds and bed-clothes; 1 also saw one clock, 
and I saw 36 head of cattle drove in, and put into a pen. All the 
above property was called consecrated property; and I heard John L. 
Butler, one of the Mormons who was engaged in assisting to drive the 
cattle in, say that they had taken the cattle from the citizens of the 
Grindstone Fork; and said he had made a valuable expedition. I saw 
‘Ebenezer Robinson there, who had a gun-barrel in his hand. I asked 
him where he got it, and he told me that the evening before he had set 
a‘barn on fire, and that he heard the gun go off while the house was 
ae and he went back and got the barrel out of the ruins of the 


“Phe following of the defendants were in the last expedition to Da- 
viess: Joseph Smith, jr., Hiram'Smith, Lyman Wight; I think Amasa 
Lyman was not there; George W. Robinson was there, Alanson 
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Riply was there; John Buchannan was not there; Jacob Gates, I think, 
was there; Geo. (W. Harris was there; Jesse D. Hunter and Geo. Grant 
were there; Elijah Newman went out when I did, and, I think, returned 
next morning. There were some families going to ’Diahmon, and 
Newman went as one of a guard, to guard them out. Isaac cians 
was not there; Thomas Rich was there and returned while the Mo 
troops were in Daviess, with an express from Captain Fearnaught to 
Sidney Rigdon, for some wagons, to move off families. Alex. Mc 
was there; John S. Higbey, I think was there; Ebenezer Robinson 
was there; Edward Partridge was there, and returned in a few days; I 
think Silas Manard was not there, Dame! Carn was there, I think; Wm. 
Whitmore was not out; Sylvester Hulett, I thmk, was in Far West 
during the expedition. Two or three days before the surrender of the 
Mormons to the militia at Far West, I heard Jos. Smith, jr., say that the 
sword was now unsheathed, and should not again be sheathed until he 
could go through these United States, and live in any county he pleas- 
ed, peaceably. I heard this fiom him, also, before the last expedition 
to Daviess, when Gallatin and Millport were burnt as well as after- 
wards, and I heard it on several occasions. Inever heard Jos. Smith, 
jr. say that he would disobey the laws of the country. The following 
of the defendants were in the expidition against Bogart: P. P. Pratt, 
Darwin Chase, and Norman Shearer; Isaac Morley, I think, was not 
there; Joseph W. Younger was not there. 

While the last expedition was going on in Daviess, there was a 
meeting in Far West, in which Mr. Sidney Rigdon presided. There 
were present about 60 or 100 men; a guard was put around the house, 
and one was placed at the door. Mr. Rigdoa said that the last man 
had runaway from Far West that was ‘a going to; that the next man 
who started, he should -be pursued and brought back, dead or alive. 
This was put to vote, and agreed to, without any one oDjecting to it. 
He further said, that one man had slipped his wind yesterday, and had 
been thrown aside into the brush for the buzzards to pick, and the 
_first man who lisped it should die. = 

At this meeting companies were chosen, some to procure wood for 
the town, and some to procure meal for the army at Far West, and, 
_ also, for the families of those who were in the expedition to Daviess; 

and one company for spies. Sidney Rigdon said that thése companies 
were necessary, and appointed men as heads of the companies, to make 
them up.. Rigdon further stated, at this meeting, that the enemy were 
in their hands, and that they should prevail. He gave instructions to 
the spy company that they should go out to Richmond and surrounding 
eountry, to Jearn the movements of mobs; and that if they found any 
mob burning houses in Caldwell, be sure, said he, that you do the same 
thing to them. Amasa Lyman was the captain of this spy company. 
It was stated in this meeting, that the object in organizing a spy com- 

ny was to be able to guard against mobs, which they said were com- 
ing on them from all quarters. When Mr. Rigdon was instructing the 
spy company, or apparently in conversation with them, above refer- 
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red to, | heard it said that if they could not get rid of the mob in any 
other way, they could poison them to death. At the time of this last 
- remark I was engaged in other conversation, and did not hear all that 

conversation. When Patten was raising his company to g° against 
Bogart, he remarked that it (Bogart’s company) was said to be militia; 
but it was nothing but a cursed mob, and that, in the name of the Lord, 
he would go and disperse them. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
, BURR RIGGS. 


Elisha Camron, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and exam- — 
ined, deposeth and saith: The day before the battle with Bogart 1 was - 
in Far West, and was taken prisoner. I saw Lyman Wight, and in- _ 
formed him that they were raising militia in Clay county, and that 
there was no mobout. He appeared to be very angry, and said he 
would fight any body that might come against them—that he did not 
care what came. ‘de 
_ My oxen that I drove with me were taken and put to work, as I 
was told; and I did not recover them until after the Mormons surren- 
dered tothe militia. Wight, when conversing with me &s above, ap- 
peared to be friendly with me as he had been before. , 


And further, this deponent saith not. 
ELISHA CAMRON. 


Charles Bleckley, a witness produced, sworn, and examined for the 
State, deposeth and saith: That, at the time when one of the houses 
at Millport was burning, I saw Joseph Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, Geog 
W. Robinson, and two others, sitting on their horses looking at the 
_ burning. I also saw Mr. Turner, and a young Mr. Morin (both of 
whom lived in about half a mile of the place) there also. ‘i 

Some of the company on horseback said the citizens had commen- 
ced it with them, and they intended to take satisfaction. Most of the 
houses at Millport had the appearance of having been burnt several 
days before. Wight told us we might get our families out of the coun- 
ty in peace; that he, nor any person he could control, should hurt them; 
nor would they interrupt any unarmed persons. He said he had no 
desire they should leave the county, if they could live in peace. 


And further this deponent saith not. i 
CHARLES BLECKLEY. 


James Cobb, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and examined, 
deposeth ond saith: That at the time when one of the houses at Mill- 

rt was burning, | was there, and saw Joseph Smith, jr., Lyman 

ight, Geo. W. Robinson, and two others, all on horseback, and Mr. 
Turner, and ason of Mr. Josiah Morin. The house (which was a 
stable) had just got in a way of burning. | 


Aad further this de t saith not. 
JAMES COBB. 
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Jesse Kelly, a witness produced, sworn, and examined for the State, 
deposeth and saith: That he is a citizen of Daviess county; that about 
four days after the burning of Gallatin and Millport, myself and Addi- 
son Price were surrounded in a house in Daviess county, and taken 
prisoners by a company of Mormons; they took from me three guns 
anda butcher-knife. Alexander McRay, the defendant, was captain 
of the company; Caleb Baldwin, another defendant, was in the compa- 
ny. The captain asked us if we belonged to the mob, and we replied 
not; he then said we had better join them, and come into ’Diahmon 
for protection; I replied, that I would consider of that; Mr. Price 
said to them, that he had moved his family into Livingston; the cap- 
tain then said, if we did not wish to fight them, we must leave the 
State;<for we intend, said he, after we get possession of Daviess, to 
take Livingston; and after that, keep on, till we take possession of the 
whole State. 

The captain then asked Mr. Price if he knew whether the Governor 
would be up or not; Price answered, he did not know; the captain 
then rit a he wished he would come up, that his scalp he would 
rather have than any other man’s. There were thirty or forty armed 
men in this company, and, after carrying us about four miles on to- 
wards ’Diahmon, they released us, telling us we must leave the county 
immediately; and if we did not want to fight them, we must leave the 
State immediately, for the State they intendedto have. They said it 
was the mob who had plundered and burnt their own houses in Da- 
viess, and then laid it on the Mormons; a number of the company 
had something to say, pretty much to the same import with what was 
said by the captain. : 

And further this deponent saith not. JESSE KELLY. 


Addison Price, a witness in behalf of the State, produced, sworn, 
and examined, deposeth and saith: I ama citizen of Daviess county; 
that about four days after Millport was burnt, | was taken prisoner, 
together with Mr. Kelly, bv a company of armed Mormons, near forty 
in number; they took from mea butcher-knife, bullet-moulds, and.a 
bar of lead; and a butcher-knife,and three guns (one a shot gun, and 
_ two rifles) from Mr. Kelly, as he has himseli” stated. The guns were 

taken from Mr. Kelly, after they had taken us back to Mr. Kelly’s 
house, where they found them; we having been taken prisoners about 
two miles from there. Alexander McRay, one of the defendants here, 
was captain of thatcompany,and they sometimes called him general; 
and Caleb Baldwin was also of the company. The captain, on finding 


that I had removed my family and plunder iato Livingston, asked me | 


why I didso? I informed him that, as I had understood that when 
they came to a house they would take the beds, bedding, &c. off, 1 mo- 
ved mine in time to save them. He advised me to go to them for 
protection, as there was obliged to be wanthere, and 1 would have to 
fight on one side or the other. I replied, I did not think there would 
ve war; he said there would eblige to be, and, if I did not wish to fight, 
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must leave the State. He frequently, in making these remarks, raised 
up his right hand, and warned me in the name of the Great God, to 
leave the county, and that I had better leave the State. It was said by 
several of the company, that, as soon as they had rid Daviess county, 
they would have Livingston, and before they stopped, they intended to 


have the State. 


They asked me if I knew whether any one had gone for the Governor. _ 


answered, did not know; they said they understood he had been 


sent for, and was coming up into the Grand river country, to see what 
was going on; they said they only hoped he would, that they intended 
to scalp him the first man, as soon as he did come, for he was nothing 
but an infernal mob himself. ‘There was a great deal more said in the 
way of threats. They inquired of me if I knew there were any mobs 
coming against them; Sheumweteds that I knew of none; they said that 
the whole State wasamob. J asked them what they called themselves; 
they answered, they were militia. After carrying us on towards ’ Di- 
ahmon (where they said they intended to take us) about four miles, 
they released us. This company bore a white flag with them. 


_ And further this deponent saith not. 
| ADDISON PRICE. 


Samuel Kimbel, a witness on behalf of the State, produced, sworn 
and examined, deposeth and saith: ‘That! reside near Far West, and 
was repeatedly warned, and my life threatened, if I did not go to Far 
West, and take up arms. About a week before the surrender of the 
Mormons to the militia, I went to Far West; my name was enrolled, 
and I was forbid to Jeave the town, and was paraded twice a day, and 
the roll called. While there, I heard Joseph Smith, jr.,ia a speech to 
the company of perhaps two hundred under arms, say it was imposst 
ble to please a mob; that he had applied to the Governor, and Ke un- 
derstood the the Governor said he could do nothing for us. He said 
that the whole State was a mob, and that the Governor was nothing 
but a mob, and if he came upon them, he would make war upon him; 
he cursed the State as a damned mob, and said that God would damn 
them; he observed that the people might think he was swearing, but 
that the Lord would not take notice of it. | : 


And further this deponent saith not. | | 
| SAMUEL KIMBEL. 


. John Whtimer, a witness for the State, produced, sworn and exam- 


ined, deposeth and saith: About the 17th of April last, at a meeting 
ef perhaps fifteen or twenty-five, in FarWest, Joseph Smith, jr., spoke 
in reference to difficulties they had, and their persecutions, &c., in and 
out of the church. Mr. Smith said he did not iatend in future to have 
any process served on him, and the officer who attempted it should die; 
that any person who spoke or acted against the presidency or the 
ehurch should leave the country or die; that he would suffer no such to 
remain there; that they should lose their head. George W. Harris, 


Ad 

i 
| 


who was there present, observed, “the head of their influence, I sup- 
pose.” Smith replied, Yes, he would so modify it. Mr. Rigdon then 
got up, and spoke in connection with what Mr. Smith had been saving; 
and in speaking of the head of their influence, he said that he meant 
yhat ball on their shoulders, called the head, and that they should be 
followed to the endsof the earth. Mr. Rigdon further remarked, that 
he would sufler no process of law to be served on him hereafter. 
Some time in June, after Mr. Rigdon had preached his “salt sermon,” 
I held conversations with several Mormons on the subject of that ser- 


mon, and the excitement produced by the course and conduct of the 


presidency. Among others, 1 conversed with Alanson Ripley. | spoke 
of the supremacy of the Jaws of the land, and the necessity of, at all 
times, being geverned by them. He replied, that as to the technical 
niceties of the law of the land, he did not intend to regard thein; that 
the kingdom spoken of by the prophet Daniel had been set up, and that 
It was necessary every kingdom should be governed by its own laws. 
1 also conversed with George W. Robinson, on the same subject, who 
answered, (when I spoke of being governed by the laws and their su- 
premacy,) “when God spoke he must be obeved,” whether his word 
came in contact with the laws of the land o1 not; and that, as the 
kingdom svoken of by Daniel had been set up, its laws must be obeyed. 
1 told him I thought it was contrary to the laws of the land 
to drive men from their homes; to which he -replied, such things 
had been done of old, and that the gathering of the saints must con- 
tmue, and that dissenters could not live among them in peace. 

I also conversed with Mr. J. Smith, ir.,on thissubject. 1 told him! 
wished to allay the (then) excitement, as far as] could do it. He said 
the excitement was very high, and he did not know what would allay 
it; but remarked, he would give me his opinion, which was, that if I 
would put my property into the hands of the bishop and high council, 
to be disposed of according to the laws of the church, he thought that 
would allay it, and that the church after a while might have conf- 
dence in me. I replied to kim, | wished to contro) my own proper- 
ty. Intelling Mr. Smith that I wished to be governed by the laws 

. the land, ie answered, “Now, you wish to pin me down to the 
aw. | 


And further this deponent saith not. ; 
JOHN WHITMER. 


James B. Turnur, a witness for the State, produced,*sworn and ex- 
amined, deposeth and saith: The day after Millport was burnt, in the 
evening | went up to Millport in company with young Mr. Morin: di- 
rectly after our arrival, I saw Joseph Smith, jr., Hiram Smith, Lyman 
Wight and two others, ride up. Mr. Cobb, the mail rider, and several 
of the Bleckleys, came up also. Oobb observed, “See what the damn- 
ed Mormons have done!” speaking of the burning. Hiram Smith ask- 
ed how he knew it was the Mormons? He said they had burnt Gallatin. 
‘Some of the Mormons replied, that Gallatin was burnt by the mob 
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from Platte. Cobb then remarked, that all Clay and Ray were turning 
out to come against them. Wight or Smith, observed he did nut be- 
lieve that was true. Lyman Wight said their cause was just; he con- 


' sidered they were acting on the defensive, and he would as soon 


$0,000 should come as 500. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
JAMES B. TURNUR. 


[At this stage of the examination, Clark Hallett and Joel S. Miles 
were arraigned, and having time allowed them to procure counsel, 
they informed the court they did not wish counsel, and knew of no 
witnesses that they desired; and that they were ready to progress m 


any trial that might affect them; whereupon the trial progressed.} 


George W. Worthington,a witness on behalf of the State, produced, 
sworn and examined deposeth and saith: It was on Thursday, about 
the 18th day of October last, that Gallatin was taken by the Mormons. 
I reside in about a quarter of a mile of town. About one hundred 
Mormons, commanded by Captain Patten, as I have since learned, 
rushed into town; seven or eignt of the citizens were there, who im- 
mediately fled. A portion of the Mormons (about fifty) surrounded my 
house. They took a horse, saddle, and bridle out of my yard, belong- | 
ing to John A. Williams of Daviess county. They attempted to take 
my mare also, but ultimately agreed to let me have her; but they took 
my gun. I wished to know the name of the man who got it, so that 
I might get it at some future day. The Captain told me I need not ask 
for names; for they would not be given; they then all went up into town, 
as they said, to attend to that store; shortly after, three or four of them 
returned to my house again; and one of them was Joel S. Miles, one 
of the defendants here; they came after a Mormon girl, who was at 
my house; and they told me that, if | belonged to neither party, I had 
better put off, and take the best of my property with me. After they 
left, 1 went up into town to see after some books, notes and accounts, 
{ had up in town; but could not get hold of them, as they had been ta- 
ken. I met with one of the company, some distance from Stolling’s 
store, who told me if I would go to ’Diahmona I could get them, as well 
as a coat-pattern, which had also been taken. This person advised 
me te go to’Diahmon or Far West, for protection. [ turned off from 
him to return home. I looked towards the storehouse, and saw the 
smoke in the roof; and in a short time the flames burst out of the top 
of the house. | thought it best then for me to put out, seeing they 
were burning. It alarmed me, and | fixed, and did start, that evening, 
leaving something like $700 worth of property in my house. After I 
left, my house was burnt,and the property gone. Since then, | have 
seen some of my property in a vacant house in ’Diahmon; some in a 
storehouse; some in a house said to be bishop Knight’s; all in ’Diah- 
mon. ‘These articles consisted of a clock, two glass jars,a box-coat, a 
paper of screws, some paints, a canister of turpentine, and some planes, 
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chisels, squares, &c. These were found since the surrender of armsin 
‘Diahmon, by the Mormons. 1saw a number of articles also in ’Diab- 
mon, at the time I was seeking after my property, which, I believe, 
were taken {rom Stolling’s store, consisting of aleghorn bonnet, a cas 
tor, screw and hinges or butts, which I knew belonged to Stollings. I> 
saw a number of articles which had been concealed under ground, 
consisting of pots, ovens,and skillets; umong them a pot belonging to 


myself. And further this deponeht saith not. 
“are GEO. W. WORTHINGTON. 


Joseph H. McGee, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, und 
examined, deposeth and saith: On Thursday, the 18th day of October, 
1 was at Mr. Worthington’s, in Daviess county, when the Mormons 
made an attack upon Gallatin. Mr. Worthington had a pair of saddle- 
bags in my shop, (in Gallatin,) with notes and accounts in them; and 
he requested me to go up to the shop, and try to secure them. When 
1 went up, the Mormons had broken open my shop, and taken them 
out; one of them had put the saddle-bags on his horse, and | asked hin 
for them. He answered, that he had authority from Captain Suill to 
take them, and would not let me have them. He then told me | must 

up to the store. | went along; and when I arrived there, Clark 
‘Hallett, one of the defendants, told him that he knew little Joe McGee; 
that there wasno harm in him, and to let him go. I was then turnad 
Joose. While at the store, 1 saw the Mormons _— the goods out of 
‘the store house, and packing many of the articles off on their horses; 
a number of barrels and boxes were rolled out before the door. When 
these men who had goods packed before them, rode off, ] heard a man, 
who remained at the store, halloo to one of them to send four wagons. 
I went down to Mr. Worthington’s; and, in returning towards the 
store again, a short tune after, 1 saw the smoke and flames bursting 
from the roof of the store house, and three men coming out of the 
house, who immediately rode off. ‘The balance of the company had 
just previously left, except two, who were at Mr. Yales’s, a citizen 
there, guarding him. I heard Parley Pratt order the men to take out 
the goods before the house was set on fire. I also saw Joel S. Miles 
there in the Mormon company. The following articles were taken 
eut-of my shop, in addition to Mr. Worthington’s saddle-bags: two 
bed-quilts, a black breadcloth coat, three pair of pantaloens, two vesis, 
a roundabout, two shirts, a pair of socks, a looking-glass, a pair of 
shoes, and some trimmings—such as thread, buttons, &c., all belong- 
ing to myself; 5# yards of broadcloth, with trimmings; also a vest pat- 
tern and trimmings, belonging to Mr. Worthington, and 2¢ yards of 
cloth, and the trimmings, belonging to James Handley; also, 34 yards of 
cloth, anda vest pattern and trimmings, belonging to Mabery 
7 yards of jeans and trimmings belonging to Enoch Riggs; also, 4 
‘yards of jeans and trimmings belonging to Thomas Gilbrath; also, 4 
yards of jeans and trimmings belonging to Mr. Creekmore, and 34 

ards of jeans and trimmings belonging to James Bleckley. 
And further this deponent saith not. J. H. McGEE. 
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John Lockhart, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and exam- 
ined, deposeth and saith: That he was in Bogart’s company, and was 
one of the picket guard on the morning of the attack. Myself and 
the other guards were standing at the same tree, near the road, about 
a quarter of a mile from the camp; and about day-break we discovered 
men approaching us in the road. When the froat of them got within 
about 15 or 20 steps of us, the other guard raised his gun. I told him- 
not te shoot, but to hail them. He hailed them, and asked “Who 
comes there?” They replied, “a friend;’’ but still movedon. I hailed 
the second time, and bade them to stand. I asked who was there; 
they answered, a friend. I asked them if they had any arms; they re- 
plied, a few. I told them to lay down their arms, and go off, and leave 
them; they told me to come and get them. I again told them to lay | 
them down, and leave them; they made a noise with their guns, as if 
they were laying them down, and again called to us to come and get 
them. I could see clear enough to perceive that they had not laid 
down their gens, as they said they had done; but had them on their 
shoulders. At that time I discovered one cf the men strike the ground 
with his sword, and immediately I heard a percussion cap burst with- 
out the gun’s firing. I told the other guard to shoot; that a had 
bursted a cap at us; and immediately I raised my gun and fired—the 
other did not shoot. We then ran to the camp, where, in a few mo- 
ments, the Mormons arrived, and the action commenced. 

When we were placed on guard, we had express orders to hail before 
we shot atany one. Thecompany we hailed in the road was the same 
who attacked us. 

And further this deponent saith not. 


his 
JOHN * LOCKHART. 


mark. 


Porter Yale, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, ana exam- 
ined, deposeth and saith: I was at Gallatin, at my father’s, when the 
Mormons made an attack upon it and burnt it. When they surroun; 
ded my father’s house, they took two guns —one a shot gun, and one 
rifle. In going to the door, I saw one of them taking ny mare out of - 
the stable. I went over to see what he was doing; who observed “that 
it wasa pretty good mare,” and was about putting a bridle upon her. 
I told him, if she went, I would go along, (as | was determined to stick 
tomy nag.) He replied, that he wanted me togo. I then caught my 
mare, and went a the company to ’Diahmon, where they kept me 
two or three days. There appeared to be about 100 Mormons (at 
Gallatin;} and a portion of them left with me for ’Diahmon, others 
were behind, comingon. Most of them had goods packed before them, 
en. their horses, which had been taken from Stollings’ store. 

Two men went on ahead for wagons; and on my way to ’Diahmen 
we met two or three wagons, which they said were going after the 
geeds. I left before the store was set on fire; but I heard some of the 
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yd command to take all the goods out before setting the house 
on fire. 

The following of the defendants were in this expedition to Gallatin: 
Ebenezer Page, Morris Phelps, and Joel S. Miles. And the following 
of the defendants | saw at\’Diahmon, while I was there: Joseph Smith,’ 
jr-, Lyman Wight, and James H. Rollins. 

{ was in ’Diahmon three/days, and during that time saw a great deal 
of plunder brought in. Companies went out every day. A great deal 
_ of honey was also brought in, also cattle and hogs—all which was call- 

ed consecrated property. I was a stranger to most of the men I saw. 
And further this deponent saith not. , 

PORTER YALE, 


Benjamin Slade, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and ex- 
amined, deposeth and saith: I was at a narey in the school-house in 
Far West, while the Mormon troops were in ’Diahmon, in the last ex- 
pedition. After the assembly had got into the house, a guard was pla- 
ced atthedoor. Mr. Rigdon got up, and, in a speech, said that the 
time had now come in which every man must take his part in this war, 
and that they had been running away, and leaving Caldwell county, 
and that the last man had now left the county that should be allowed 
todo so. A tormal vote, by way of resolution, or covenant, was put 
—that, if any man attempted to leave the county, any one of the 
company then present was to kill him, and say nothing about it, and 
throw him into the brush. When this was put to the vote, l heard no 
one vote against it. Rigdon then called for the negative vote, and said — 
he wanted to see if any one dare vote against it. There was no nega- 
tive vote. There was other questions put and voted on; but I sat at 
the back part of the house, and did not distinctly hear what they 
were. I heard Mr. Rigdon say that “yesterday a man had sipped 
his wind, and was thrown in the brush;” and, said\he, “the man that 
lisps 1t shall die.” Several companies were called for,aad made upat 
this meeting—a spy, provision, and wood company, &c. 


And further this deponent saith not. 7 
BENJAMIN SLADE. 


[At this stage of -the examination the following defendants, on mo- 
tion of the attorneys prosecuting on behalf of the State, were dis- 
charged, there being no evidence produced nst them, viz: Amasa 
Lyman, John Buchannan, Andrew Whiulock, Alvin G. Tippetts, | 
Jedediah Owens, Isaac Morley, John J. Tanner, Daniel S. Thomas, 
Elisha Edwards, Benjamin Covey, David Frampton, Henry Zabriski, 
Allen J. Stout, Sheffield Daniels, Silas Manard, Anthony Head, Jehn 
T. Earl, Ebenezer Brown, James Newberry, Sylvester Hewlett, Chan- 
dler Halbrook, Martin C. Alred, and William Alced.] 


Ezra Williams, a witness on behalf of the State, produced, sworn, 
and examined, deposeth and saith: I was.in the last expedition to Da- 
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viess county, and saw the following of the defendants there, to Wit: 
Joseph Smith jr.. Lyman Wight, Hiram Smith, George W. Robinson, 
Parley P. Pratt, Jacob Gates, Jesse D. Hunter, George Grant, Francis 
Higbey, Geo. Kimbel, Morris Phelps, Norman Shearer, and Lyman 
Gibbs. And the following named defendant was in the fight with Bo- 
gart, viz: Norman Shearer. , 

I was in Captain Patten’s company when he took Gallatin and rob- 
bed the store. The goods were packed off (a great many uf them) 
before the men, on their horses. My captain often gave me some, 
which | packed off befo:e me, to ’Diahmon. They were deposited in a 
house on the river bank. ! | 


And further this deponent saith not. 
| EZRA WILLIAMS, 


Addison F. Green, a witness for the State, produced, sworn, and ex- 
amined, deposeth and saith: The following of the defendants were in 
the expedetion against Bogart, to wit: Lyman Gibbs, Norman Shearer, 
and Darwin Chase. I saw Joseph Smith, jr., Sidney Rigdon, Lyman 
Wight, and Francis Higbey, come riding up from towards Far West, 
meeting the company who had that morning fought with Bogart. 
They met the company near the timber of Log creek in Caldwell 
county. I was one of the spy company from Far West; and 
the evening before the fight Captain Bogart had taken me prison- 
erin Ray county, but released me the same evening, and ‘told me | 
eould go home; but I thought proper to remain with them in camp 
that night. Iwas at a meeting in Far West, the Saturday hefore the 
fight with Bogart, in which a spy and other companies were organized. 
1 heard Sidney Rigdon (speaking of those who would attempt to leave 
the county at that time) say,“it was the duty of any present, if they 
saw such movements, to stop the men;” and if they persisted in going, 
he said something about sending them to the other world to tell their 
hellish news, or something like this. | 
' The evening that I and one Pinckun were taken prisoners (who was 
liberated when | was,) our two horses were also. , knew of nobody 
about, who could have taken the news to Far West. : 


And further this deponent saith not. 
A. F. GREEN. 


John Taylor, a witness on behalf of the State, produced, sworn and 
examined, deposeth and saith: Inthe morning of the battle with Bo- 

rt, 1 was on the prairie a shoit time after the battle, and saw the 

ormon company on their return. 1] saw Lyman Gibbs one of the 
defendants, in the company. ‘This was about one and a half mile from 
the battleground. Gibbs had arms, and charged me with beinga mob; 
said he knew | was, &c. his | 

And further this deponent saith not. JOHN 

| mark, 


[John Taylor lives in Ray county; near the Caidwell line.) 
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Timothy Lewis, a witness for the State, propuced, sworn, and exam- 
med, depuseth and saith: I was at-’Diahmon durimg the last expedition 
to Daviess county. I remained in the place during the time the Mor- 
mon trvops were there. | wasouton none of their scouting parties, but 
saw a great deal of property and plunder brought in, which was said te 
be consecrated property by those who brought it in, as we'll as by 


others. Those who were active in. plundering, said they intended to. 


consecrate all the property in Daviess county, and take the county to 
themselves. They said there was no law in this State, but that a law 
was abcut to be established by a higher Power, to be given vy revela- 


tion. 
The following of the defendants were in the expedition to Daviess 


county: Alanson Ripley, David Pettigrew, and Joseph W. Younger. 
Alanson Ripley resides in ’Diahmon, and is a surveyors I saw Bim 
surveying, but did not see him take up arms. 


And further this deponent saith not. his 
TIMOTHY 
mar 


[Clark Hallett, one of the defendants, at this stage of the examina- 
tion asked the court to assign him counsel, he fot being able to employ 
counsel: whereupon the court assigned Messrs. Rees, Doniphan, and 
Williams, as counsel. } Re 


Patrick Lynch, a witness for the State, produced, sworn and exam- 
ined, deposeth and saith: | was living in Gallatin, a clerk in a 
store, when the Mormons took that place, which was about the mi 


of Octobe: last. When the Mormons hed approached to within fifty 


or one hundred yards of the storehouse, I left, having first locked the 
door, and deposited the key inmy pocket. I ran into the brush, be- 
tween one hundred and two hundred yards of the storehouse, where 
I saw them taking the goods from the house; some were packed off on 


horses; and after that, when near half a mile off,] saw wagons, appa- . 


rently loaded, which I believed to be goods from the store. 

found a number of articles taken from the store in ’Diahmon, since 
the surrender of arms there by the Mormons—such as tin-ware, paint- 
ed muslin, a piece of bleached domestic, a piece of brown cloth, a 
lady’s cloak, three pair of scales, and a part of two sets of weights, a 
ledger and three day-books, and the netes of hand to the amount of 
perhaps $300, were taken from the store. The books have not been 
recovered, but the notes | found in the house of Bishop Knight, at’ Di- 
ahmon, in the possession of his wife, except such notes as were on 
Mormons; these we have not recovered. In about three hours:after 
the Mormons took Gallatin, I returned, and found the store-house 
burnt. The post office and treasurer’s office were kept in the store- 
house, and the records, papers &c., belonging to each were either ta- 
ken off by the Mormons or consumed by the fire. 

And further this deponent saith not. PATRICK LYNCH. 
10 | 
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_ [At this point, the attorneys for the State informed the court that : 
they had closed the testimony on behalf of the State with the under- 
standing (which was agreed to by the defendants’ counsel) that after 
the testimony on behalf of the defendants is closed, the State shall be 
at liberty to introduce John Riggs, Perry Keyes, John Grigg. and Jo- . 
seph Free, witnesses on behalf of the State, if they should make their 
appearance at or before that time. | 

The court informed the prisoners that it would now proceed to take 
their examination without oath in relation to the offence charged; and 
the said defendants declined making any statement. The court then 
proceeded to thé examination of witnesses for the defendants, to wit:] 


Malinda Porter, a witness for the defendants, produced, sworn, and 
examined deposeth and saith: Ihave been living in the family of Ly- 
man Wight for the last two years,as an inmate of the family. On 
Monday night of the arrival of the Mormon troops at ’Diahmon, in 
the last expedition to Daviess, I was at Lyman Wight’s house; he 
was not absent from the house that night; his wife was sick, and a 
guard was placed around his house that night. Lyman Wight has two 
feather-beds, and one of them was taken away by an old lady, who, I 
was told, was a Mrs. Morgan, and who claimed it as hers. Of the — 
bed taken away, the tick was striped, and pieced at one end; the 
stripes of the piece were crosswise. * This bed has been in the family 
ever since | have lived in it. There were also some knives and forks 
taken from the house at the same time, and by the same person, which 
were the property of Lyman Wight; and three glass tumblers were 
also taken from his house, which was his property. During all the 
time that the Mormon troops were in ’Diahmon, Colonel Wight re- 
‘mained in ’Diahmon, and was not out in any scouting party. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
A MALINDA PORTER. 


Delia F. Pine, a witness for the defendants, produced, sworn, and 
examined, deposeth and saith: I have been living in Lyman Wight’s 
family since the 5th of July last, and was at his house when the Mor- 
mon, troops arrived at ’Diahmon, in the last expedition to Daviess. 
That night Lyman Wight remained at home all night. There was a 
bed in Wight’s house, belonging to him, which was pieced at the end, 
and which has, since the surrender of the Mormons, been claimed and 
taken off by a woman, said to be a widow Morgan; also, she claimed 
and took some spoons, knives, and forks, which I knew were the pro-. 
perty of Wight. I at no time have seen property at his house which 
did not belong tohim. Lyman-Wight never left ’Diahmon during the 
stay of the Mormon troops there, in the last expedition, which was 
-during the whole time troops were in Daviess. And during the time 
they werein Daviess, I do not think Mr. Wight was out of my sight, 
at any time, more than an hour. was Wednesday, before the snow 
feil, 1 think, that the Mormon troops ‘arrived in ’Diahmonu, and they 
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staid in Daviessabout a week. From the time the Mormon troops 
1eturned from ’Diahmon to Far West, (who had been in Daviess durits 
the snow-storm, and among whom I saw Joseph and Hiram Smith.) 
Lyman Wight never was out of ’Diahmon, until he went with the ’Di- 
‘ahmon troops to Far West, the day before the Mormon troops, as I un- 
derstood, surrendered to the militia; this last fact I am certain of. 
Mr. Wight’s stable was in sight of his dwelling-house, and he kept his 
horse there, and his saddle in the house; and during the stay of the 
Far West troops, as above, 1 am sure he did not saddle his horse, or 
ride, for I should have seen him had he done so. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
DELIA F. PINE. 


Nancy Rigdon, a witness on behalf of the defendants, produced, 
sworn, and examined, deposeth and saith: | have heard Sampson Av- 
ard say that he would swear to alie to accomplish an object; that he 
had told many alie, and would do soagain. When George W. Robin- 
son went to Daviess, during the last expedition, he went after the 
troops had left Far West, and returned after some and before others 
had returned. I saw Mr. Robinson when he returned, and he had no 
clock with him, nor have [ seen any clock about the house, which was 
* brought from Daviess county. In the morning of the fight with Bo- 
gart, 1 heard my father, Sidney Rigdon, say that Captain Patten’s com- 
pany had gone down the night-before to see about a mob. He was 
apprized of their going at the time of their going; but | knew nothing 
of it till that morning, when a messenger came to my father’s, and in- 
formed him that there had been a fight. My father then started to 
meet the company, and to see those who were wounded. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
NANCY RIGDON. 


_ Jonathan W. Barlow, a witness for the defendants, produced, sworn, 
and examined, deposeth and saith: | was at Joseph Smith, jr’s. house 
the morning after the battle with Captain Bogart. A messenger; (na- 
med, I think, Mr. Emmett,) came early in the morning alter Smith, 


from Captain Patten, saying that Patten was wounded, aad wished to ~ 


see Smith. I caught Joseph Smith and Lyman Wight’s horses, who 
started off together. (On cross-examination.) | did the feeding, wa- 
tering of horses, cutting of wood, &c., about the place of Joseph 
Smith, jr.; and on that evening (the evening before Bogart’s battle} 
I was absent from the house on that business perhaps half an hour, and 
finished about dark. 1 was in the house from that time through the 
night, and was not-out, that | remember of—at least not 1onger than 
to go a lew paces for a pail of water. Joseph Smith, jr., and Lyman 
Wight, were both in the house all the time, and were not absent. thai 
night, that I know of; and had they been absent before bed-time lon 

enough tohave gone to the square up in town, | should most likely 
have known it; and I don’t believe they were. They went to bed be- 
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fore I did; and when I went to bed, I passed through their room, 
where they were; and this was about 9 o’clock, o1 perhaps alittle la- 
ter. § heard no talking nor passing through the house that night; had 
there been any, 1 should most likely have heard it. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
JONATHAN W. BARLOW. 


Thorit Parsons,a witness on behalf of the defendants, produced, 
sworn, and examined, deposeth and saith: I was living in Caldwell coun- 
ty at the time of the battle with Captain Bogart, on the head of the 
east fork of Log creek, and about five or six miles from the battle- 
ground. On the day before the fight, between 1 and 3 o’clock in the 
evening, a company of twenty-three, mostly armed men, came to my 
house; they inquired my name,and told me | must go away—that i 
must leave that place. I asked them whereI should go; they answered 
that was my own lookout, and that J must leave there by next day 
night. They were strangers, all to me; but | have seen the man since 
who had the command of them, and now think that it was Captain Bo- 

t,as he looks like the man, having learned his name since. They 
urther stated to me, that if they got the forces from Clinton coun- 
they, expected, they would give Far West thunder and lightning be- 
fore the nextday night. All that was saia to me, was sent immediate- 
ly to Par West. I think that Lieut. Cook was also of the company, 
and was ordered by the captain to go in and look forguns. [told him 
I had none, and he said he would take my word for it. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
| THORIT PARSONS. 


Exra Chipman, a witness for the defendants, produced, sworn, aad 
examined, deposeth and saith: | was at Lyman Wight’s house, sick, du- 
ring the late expedition to Daviess county. Lyman Wight was not out 
of ’Diahmon on any expedition, nor did he command any company du- 
ring the stay of the Mormons at’Diahmon, nor was he out of the town, 
io my recollection, during that time; had he been, | think I should 
most likely have known it. I saw a bed taken from Lyman Wight’s 
house, after the surrender of arms by the Mormons at ’Diahmon, and 
claimed by the old lady who took it; the same bed I saw at Wight’s, 
before the coming of the Mormons to’Diahmon. During the stay of 
the Mormon troops at ’Diahmon, in the last expedition to Daviess, | am 
certain that Wight was not out of Diahmon ha/f an hour at one time, 
for | think I saw him within every half hour at one time. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

| EZRA CHIPMAN. 


Arza Judd, jr., a witness on behalf of the defendants, produced, 
sworn and examined, deposeth and saith: | was at the house of Thorit 
Parsons, in Caldwellcounty, on the day before the battle with Bogart; 
and acompany of armed men (about twenty or upwards) came there 
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and, after asking me something about my faith, they ordered me te 
leave. Mr. Parsons asked where should we ges and they answered 
that was our lookout. 1 do not know any of thiscompany; they talk- 
ed something of giving Far West thunder and lightning before ‘the 
next day night; they mquired for guns; and one, who seemed to com- 
mand the company, said, “we must make haste to go—Gilliam is 
to camp west of Far West to-night, and we mast join him.” 


And further deponent saith not. | 
* 7 ARZA JUDD, Jr. 


At this stage of the examination, the defendants by their counsel, 
informed the court that they had closed the examination of their wit- 
nesses. The following witness was then produced as rebutting testi- 


mony on behalf of the State, to-wit:] 


Asa Cook, a witness for the State, produced, sworn and examined, 
deposeth and saith: That, on the day before the battle with Bogart, I 
was in the edge of Caldwell; but heard n> man, nor did I myself, or- 
der Thorit Parsons, or any other man, away trom his home; I met with 
aman, in the road in Caldwell county, going towards Far West, who 
said he was a Mormon. I told him to tell his leaders when he arrived 
at Far West, that we were no mob, but militia, acting under General 
Atchison’s order. After this man left us, myself and two others, who 
constituted my company, turned across the prairie to the timber on the 
head waters of Log creek, and, at a house in the edge of the timber, 
I met with anumber of Capt. Bogart’s company, to which I belonged; 
and ] heard Mr. Lockhart, one of the company, inquire (I think,) 
where Parsons lived; and | understood the answer to be, from 
man of the house, thathe lived lowerdown the creek. 1 never heard 
Capt. Bogart say any thing to this man, like ordering him off. Capt. 
Bogart had learned that he might probably be attacked that night, and 
he was out on the edge of Caldwell, to discover if the Mormons were 
_ making any movements indicating an intention to attack him. 

There was a conversation (at the house, above referred to,) between 
John Lockhart and the man of the house, of a rough character, in re- 
lation to Parsons, as I understood it, but did not distinctly learn any 
thing said. Iam Lieutenant of the company, and there were no or- 
ders giver, nor was it understood that any member of the company 
was authorized, to order any citizens to leave their homes. 

And further this deponent saith not. . ie 

ASA COOK. 


At this point, the testimony on both sides closed, and the court be- 
ing satisfied that there is no prebable cause for charging a portion of 
said prisoners, with the offences alieged against them, to wit: King 
Follet, Benj. Jones, Geo. W. Morris, Elijah Newman, Moses Clawson 
and Daniel rer, they are accordingly discharged. } 

On motion of the circuit attorney, and it appearing to the satis{ac- 
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tion of the court, that the offences herein before named have been 
committed, and that there is probable cause to believe that said prison- 
ers are guilty thereof: that is to say there is probable cause to believe 
that Joseph Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, Hiram Smith, Alex. McRay and 
Caleb Baldwin, are guilty of overt acts of Treason in Daviess county, 
(and for want of a jail in Daviess county,) said prisoners are commit- 
ted to the jail in Clay county to answer the charge aforesaid, in the 
county of Daviess, on the first ‘Thursday in March next. It further 
appearing that overt acts of Treason have been committed in Cald- 
well county, and there being probable cause to believe Sidney Rigdon 

ilty thereof, the said Sidney Rigdon (for want of a sufficient jail in 

aldwell county) is committed to the jai] in Clay county to answer 
said charge in Caldwell county, on the first Monday after the fourth 
Monday in March next. It further appearing that the murder of 
Moses Rowland, has been perpetrated in the county of Ray, and that 
there is probable cause to believe that Parley P. Pratt, Norman Shearer, 
Darwir Chase, Lyman Gibbs and Maurice Phelps, are guilty thereof, 
They are therefore committed to the Ray county jail, to answer said 
charge, on the second Monday in March next. It further appearing 
that the offences of Arson, Burglary, Robbery, and Larceny, have 
been committed in Daviess county, and there being probable cause to 
believe George W. Robinson, Alanson Ripley, Washington Voorhees, 
Sidney Tanner, Jacob Gates, Jos. Hunter, Geo. Grant, Thos. Rich, 
John 8S. Higbey, Ebenezer Page, Ebenezer Robinson, James M. Hen- 
derson, David Petugrew, Edward Partridge, Francis Higbey, Geo. — 
Kemble, Jos. W. Younger, Daniel Carn, James H. Rawlins, Lemuel 
Bent, Jonathan Dunham, Joel S. Miles and Clark Hallett, are guilty 
thereof, and the last mentioned offences bailable, it is ordered that said 
defendants severally enter into a recognizance for their appearance on 
the first day of the next term of the Daviess circuit court, to be hol- 
den on the first Thursday after the fourth Monday in March next, 
each in the sum of $500, with security for the like amount, except 
George W. Robinson and Edward Partridge, who are required to give 
bail in the sum of $1,000 each, with good security for the like amount; 
and also Daniel Carn, who is required to give bail in the sum of $750, 
with good security for the like amount. Whereupon Edward Par- 
tridge, George W. Robinson, Jacob. Gates, Sidney Tanner, Washing- 
ton Voorhees, James H. Rawlins, William Whitman and Joseph W 
Younger, severally entered into recognizance as requested. The other 
defendants being unable to give sufficient bail, are committed to the 


jail in Ray county—there beimg no sufficient jail in Daviess county. 
AUSTIN A. KING. 


Judge 5th Judicial Circuit. 


As Judge of the fifth Judicial Circuit, in the State of Missouri, and 
sitting as a court of inquiry against the above named defendants for 
the several offences of Treason against the State, Murder, Burglary, 
Arson, Robbery and Larceny, | certify that the several witnesses 
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herein before examined, were severally sworn by me according to law, 
and their examination taken by me, in the presence of the prisoners, 
and reduced to writing under my direction, and signed by said wit- 
nesses respectively, after the same was read over to them, and that 
said examination was commenced by me on the 12th day of Novem- 
ber A. D. 1838, and ended, and the/prisoners disposed of by me, as 
herein before stated, on the 29th of the same month. © | 


AUSTIN A. KING, Judge &c. 


Nore.—By the Statute of Missouri, if the examining court should be of opinion from 
the evidence, that an offence, as charged, had been committed, and that there was 
probable ground to charge the prisoner therewith, it is the duty of the court to commit 
or bind the prisoner over to the next eourt, at which time the charge is to be investiga- 
ted by a grand jury. 

The above prisoners were subsequently indictedas charged above. 


O. H. Searcy to General Clark. 


Gen. Crarx:—I think you have now all the te&timony. Col. Price 
informed me, that your ard and himself transcribed the testimony of W. 
W. Phelps and Reed Peck. If any is wanting, it is John Cleminson’s, 
but I think I transcribed that in the book you took down with you. 
Below I vive you a list of the witnesses, in the order they were exam- 
ined—if the testimony of any are lacking, I will transcribe it for you. 

I remain, respectfully, | 
| Yours, &c., 


H. SEARCY. 
List of witnesses for the State. 


Sampson Avard, Wyatt Cravens, Gen. Atchison’s order, Nehemiah 
Odle, Capt. Samuel Bogart, Maurice Phelps, John Corrill, Robert Snod- 

ass, George Walton, George M. Hinkle, James C. Owens, Nathaniel 

arr, Abner Scovell, John | teem Reed Peck, James C. Owens, 
re-examined, William Splawn, Thomas M. Odle, John Ragin, Allen 
Rathbun, Jeremiah Myers, Andrew J. Job, Freeburn H. Gardner, Burr 
Riggs, Elisha Camron, Charles Bleckley, James Cobb, Jesse Kelly, 
Addison Price, Samuel Kimbel, Wm. W. Phelps, John Whitmer, James 
B. Turnur, George W. Worthington, Joseph H. McGee, John Lock- 
hart, Porter Yale, Benjamin Slade, Ezra Williams, Addison F. Green, 
John Taylor, Timothy Lewis and Patrick Lynch. _ 


Witnesses for the Defendants, © 


- Malinda Porter, Delia F. Pine, Nancy Rigdon, Jonathan W. Barlow, 
Thorit Parsons, Ezra Chipman and Arza Judd, jr. | 


Rebutting testimony for the State. | 
Asa Cook. 
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CERTIFICATES. 


Ia compliance with the instruction of the joint committee, the Sec- 
retary of State addressed to the clerks of the circuit courts of the 
counties of Boone, Caldwell, Daviess and Ray, the following letter: 


Orsicz or Szcretany or Stare, City of Jefferson, 
Fevruarv 23, 1841. 


To the clerk of the circuit court of Boone county. 


Sin:—By a resolution of the last General Assembly, the Secretary 
of State was required to have published, in pamphlet form, a number of 
copiés of the evidence taken before the Examining Court, at Rich- 
mond, in relation to the Mormon difficulties, and such of the letters, 
orders and correspondence on that subject, on file in,this office, as 
might be selected by a joint committee of the two Houses of the Gea-— 
eral Assembly. 

In the report of that committee, which has been made to me, they 
express the opinion that the Secretary of State should procure /rom the 
clerks of the circuit courts of Boone and other counties, a general 
certificate, as to 

ist. Who of the Mormons were indicted. 

2d. For what crime. | , 

3d. What was the final disposition of said indictments. 

First, Whether they (the indictments) were disposed of by trial or 
dismissed; or, | 

Second. Ia any case was a trial prevented by the escape of the pris- 
oner, or the forfeiture of his recognizance, or from any other cause. 
Ia order to carry this opinion into full effect, let me request you te 
transmit to me, at your earliest convenience, a certificate embracing in 
full the above particulars. 

As euch information will serve to render more clear and striking 
many of the facts, detailed in the testimony, (which ts on file in this 
office,) and will thereby assist in clearing the aspersions which are now 
so industrieusly circulated against our State, in consequence of these 
disturbances, I trust that you will loose no time in preparing your cer- 
tificate for publication, which, it is desirable, should be made at a persed 
as early as possible. 2 


I am, very respectfully 
obedient servant, 
JAMES L. MINOR, 


¢ : Secretary of State. 
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STATE OF MISSOURI gg 
County of Boone. 1 


"1, Roger N. Todd, Clerk of the Boone Circuit Court, in obedience to 


a request from the Secretary of State, do hereby certify, that the fol- 
lowing persons were indicted in the Daviess Circuit Court, for the fol- 
lowing crimes, and that a change of venue was granted them to the 
county of Boone, as appears from the records, certified from the Da- 
viess Circuit Court: 


State of Missouri, 


vs. Indictment for obstructing proc ess. 


Lyman Wight and Wm. Osburn, 


Who were ordered by the Daviess Circuit Court, to be taken by the 
sheriff of said county, to the jail in the county of Boone, there to await 
their tria', which said defendants were not delivered, and this cause was 


dismissed, after remaining on the docket for some time, the defendants* 


not appearing. 
State of Missouri, i, 


vs. 

Jacob Gates, Hiram Smith, Thomas Rich, Jo- 
= Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, E. Robinson, 
m. Whiteman, Lemuel Bent, Joseph W. | 
Younger, David Pettigrew, Edward Par- |) 
tridge, Geo. W. Robinson, Washington Voor- 
_ hees, Jesse D. Hunter, Jas. H. Rawlins, Sid- 
ney Tanner, David Carn, Alanson Ripley, | 
Jas. Worthington, George W. Harris, Alex. 
McRay, Ebenezer Brunson, Thos. D. March, 
James Durphey, Perry Durphey, Geo. Hinkle, | 
Arthur Morrison, Elias Higbey, Parley P. 
Pratt, Reynolds Calhoun, Vacent Knight, 
Geo. Morey, Daniel Carn, Caleb Baldwin, 
Ebenezer Page, Finley Page, Rosewell Ste- 
phens, Jabez Durphey, Moses Dailey, Benj. 
Durphey and James Whittaker. 


From the records sent to this court, it appears that Jos. Smith, jr.. 
Lyman Wight, Hiram Smith, Caleb Baldwin and Alex. McRay, were 
ordered to be taken by the sheriff of Daviess county to the jail in the 
county of Boone, there to await their trial,on a change ot venue from 
Daviess to Boone county, which was not done, and there being no re- 
cognizance or. file, in my office, against the other defendants, and this 
cause, having been continued some time on the docket, and no defend- 
ant appearing, was dismissed. 


Indictment for treason 


163 


some time ou the docket, was dismissed. 
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State of Missouri, 


vs. 

Caleb Baldwin, Arthur Morrison, Zlias Higbey, 

Thos. D. March, n Wight, Ebenezer 

Brunson, Jos. Smith, jr., Jesse D. Hunter and 
Parley P. Pratt. 


In this cause, the defendants, Jos. Smith, jr., Lyman Wight and Caleb 
Baldwin, were ordered to be removed to the jail ia Boone county for 
trial, which order, however, was not complied with, and there being no 
recognizance on file, in my office, against the other defendants, and the 
cause, after being continued for some time on the docket, was dis- 
missed. 


Indictment for arson 


State of Missouri, ) 


S. 
Jacob Gates, Hiram Smith. Thomas Rich, Jo- | 
« seph Smith, jr., n Wight, E. Robinson, | 

m. Whiteman, uel Bent, Jos. Younger, 
David Petligrew, Edward Partridge, ae. 
W. Kobinson, Washington Voorhees, James Indictment for arson. 
H. Rawlins, Sidney Tanner, Davia Cran, 
Alanson Ripley, Jas. Worthington, Geo. W. 
Harris, Alex. McRay, Ebenezer Brunson, 
Thos. D. March, Jas. Durphey, Parley P. 
Pratt, Reynolds Calhoun and Jesse D. Hun- 
ler. J 


In this cause, the defendants Joseph Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, Hi- 
ram Smith and Alex. McKay, were ordered to be removed to the jail 
in Boone county for trial, and there bemg no recognizance on file, in 
my office, against the other defendants, and the order for removing them, 
however, was not complied with, the cause after being continued for 


State of Missouri, 


Jos. Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, Moses Dailey, 
Joseph Younger, Perry hey, Ephraim | 3 
Owens, John Lemmon, James; Whittaker, Indictment for riot. 
Alanson Brown, James Bingham Amos | 
Tubbs, Absalom Sentchfield, William Ald- 
ridge, George Smith and Caleb Bald- 


win. 


The defendants, Joseph Smith, jr., Caleb Baldwin and Lyman Wight, 
were ordered by the court in Daviess county, to be removed to the 
county jail in Boone for trial, and there being no recognizance on file, 
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in my office, against the other defendants, this cause,was dismissed, af- 

ter being continued on the docket for some time, there being no ap- 

pearance of the defendants. | | 


State of Missouri, | 
, Indictment for receiving goods. 
Joseph Smith, 


Which said defendant was ordered by the court, to be removed to 
the county of Boone for his trial, which order, however, was not com- 
plied with, and after having this cause continued for some time on the 
docket, was dismissed, the defendant not appearing, 


State of Missourt, | 

| vs. Indictment for lar- 
James Worthington, Cornelius D. Lott, Joseph ceny. 
Smith, jr.,and Lyman Wight. 


The said Lyman Wight and Joseph Smith, jr., were ordered to be 
removed to the jail in the county of Boone, from the county of Davi- 
ess, which order was not complied with, and there being no recogni- 
zance on file, in my office, against the other defendants, the cause was 
dismissed, after having been continued on the docket for some time, 
there being no appearance of the defendants. 


State of Missouri, | 
Inictment for 


vs. 
“—- P. Pratt, Maurice Phelps and Lyman f | murder. 
bs. 


This cause was removed from the county of Ray to the county of 
Boone, by a change of venue, and the said defendants were removed to 
the jail in the county of Boone, from which said jail, the said Parley P. 
sg Maurice Phelps made their escape, and this cause was dis- 
missed. 

As to the other defendant, Lyman Gibbs, he was discharged from cus- 
tody, and after continuing this cause on the docket for some time, it 
was dismissed. | 


vs. Indictment for robbery. 


This cause was also removed to Boone county, by a change of ven- 
ue, and the defendant removed to the jail in Boone county, and having 
had a trial, was acquitted and discharged from custody. 


| 
State of Missour3, 
| King Follett. | | 
{ 


State of Missouri, 


vs. 
Caleb Baldwin, Washington Voorhees, Jas. 
Worthington, George A. Smith, Moses 

Dailey, Wm. Aldridge, Absalom Sentch- >Indictmeat for burglary. 
field, Amos Tubbs, Perry Durphey, Jas. 
Bingham, Ephraim Owens, John Lem- 
mons, James Whittaker, Alanson Brown, 
Jas. Wilson, Jno. Wood and A. McRay. 


Which said suit was continued for some time, and dismissed, the de- 
fendants not appearing, and no recognizance on file, in my office, 
against them. 


I do further certify, that the above and foregoing, contains a list of 
all the Mormons who were indicted, and their cause removed tu Boone 


county for trial, vy a change of venue, as appears from the records of 


the Boone Circuit Court, and the disposition of each of the causes, 
abovet set forth. : | 


1 ge spin In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my 
’ hand, and affixed the seal of the Boone Cir- 
L. S. cuit Court, at office, in Columbia, on this 6th 


day of March, 1841. 


| Gatatin, Daviess County, Mo., March 18th, 1841. 
To Jauss L. Minor, Secretary of State. 


—Sin:—In compliance with your request of the 23d February, I has- 
ten to lay before you a statement of, ist., who of the Mormons were 
indicted in our Daviess circuit court, 2ad., for what crimes, 3rd., what 


was the final disposition of said indictments, &c. 


ist. Jacob Gates, Hiram Smith, Thos. Rich, Joseph Smith, jr., Ly- 
man Wight, E. Robinson, Wm. Whiteman, Lemuel Bent, Joseph W. 
Younger, David Pettigrew, Edward Partridge, Geo. W. Robinson, 
Washington Voorhees, Jesse D. Hunter, Jas. H. Rawlins, Sidnev 
Tanner, David Carn, Alanson Ripley, Jas. Worthington, George W. 
Hains, Alex. McRay, Zeno Brunson, Thos. D. March, Jas. Durphey, 
Perry Durphey, Geo. Hinkle, Arthur Morrisoa, Elias Highey, Parley P 
Pratt, Reynolds Calhoun, Vincent Knight, Geo. Morey, Daniel Carn, 
Caleb Baldwin, Ebenezer Page, Finley Page, Roswell Stephens, Jabez 
Durphey, Moses Dailey, Benjamin Durphey and James Whittaker, were 
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all indicted in our court at April term, 1839, for treason, and Jacob 
Gates, Hiram Smith, Thos. Rich, Jos. Smith, jr.. Lyman Wight, E. 
Robinson, Wm. Whiteman, Lemnel Bent, Jos. W. Younger, David 
Pettigrew, Edward Partridge, Geo. W. Robinson, Washington Voor- 
hees, Jesse D). Hunter, James H. Rawlins, Sidney ‘Tanner, David 
Carn, Alanson Ripley, James Worthington, Geo. W. Harris, Alex. 
McRay. Zeno Brunson, ‘Thos. D, March, James Durphey, Parley P, 
Pratt, Geo. Hinkle, and Reynolds Calhoun were all indicted at the 
same term of said court, for arson. 

And Caleb Baldwin, Washington Voorhees, James Worthington, 
George A. Sinith, Moses Dailey, William Alridge, Absolom Senichifield, 
Amos Tubbs, Perry Durphey, James Bingham, Ephrains Owens, John 
Lemmon, James Whittaker, Alanson Brown, James Wilson, John 
Wood,and Alexander McRay, were all indicted for burglary at the 
same term of said court. 

And Jesse D. Hunter, Alfred Brunson, Janes H. Rawlins, Maurice 
Phelps, and Darwin Chase, were all indicted for burglary at the same 
term of our said court. 

And Cornelius P. Lott, James Worthington, Joseph Smith, jr., and 
Lyman Wight, were all indicted for larceny at our said cuurt, at 
same term. | 

And Arthur Morrison, Caleb Baldwin, Elias Higbey, Thomas D. 
March, Lyman Wight, Zeno Brunson, Joseph Smith, jr., Jesse D. Hun- 
ter and Purley P. Pratt, were all indicted for arson at the same term 
of our said court. 

And Cornelius P. Lott, was indicted at the same term of our said 
court, for horse stealing; and Jos. Smith, jr., was indicted at the same 
term of our said court for receiving stolen goods. 

And Joseph Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, Moses Dailey, Joseph W. 
Younger, Perry Durphey, Ephraim Owens, John Lemmon, James 
Whittaker, Alanson Brown, James Bingham, Amos Tubbs, Absalom 
Sentchfield, William Alridge, George Smith, and Caleb Baldwin, were 
indicted for riot, at the same term of our said court. 

And Lyman Wight and William Osburn, were indicted at the same 
term of said court for obstructing execution of process. 

A change of venue was granted by our said court at said April 
term, to Jos. Smith, jr., Lyman Wight, Hiram Smith, Caleb Baldwin 
and Alex. McRay, in all the foregoing cases in which they are parties, 
to the circuit court of Boone county, in this State, the said last named 
defendants being in the custody of the sheriff of Daviess county, who 
was commanded by our said court toconvey the said defendants to the 
jail of said county of Boone, and the said sheriff returned the several 
orders of commitment into our said court, at the next ensuing term 
thereof, with a certificate of the escape ef said Joseph Smith, jr., Ly- 
man Wight, Hiram Smith, Caleb Baldwin and Alex, McRay, endorsed 
thereon. And writs of capias. were issued against all the other defen- 
dantsin the foregoing indictments, immediately after the findmg of the 
_ same, and they were all returned at the next succeeding term of our 
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said eourt without any service, none of the aforesaid defendants being 
found in the county of Daviess, and the said causes were all continued - 
until the next succeeding December term, 1839, at which time a nolle 
prosequi was entered in each of the above causes, except those in which - 
a change of venue as aforesaid were taken. 

The following defendants were recognized by the Hon. Austin A. 
King. sitting as a committing court, inthe town of Richmond in Ray 
county, in November and December, 1838, for their appearance at the 
April term, 1839, of the Daviess circuit court, to answer charges of 
urson, burglary, robbery and larceny, which recognizances were all for- 
feited, at said April term, of Daviess circuit court, to wit: William 
Whiteman, Sidney Tanner, Alanson Riply, Daniel Carn, Thomas 
Rich, James H. Rawlins, Edward Partridge, Jesse D. Hunter, Wash- 
ington Voorhees, David Pettigrew, Ebenezer Robinson, Lemuel Bent, 
Jacob Gates,Geo. W. Robinson and Jos. W. Younger. 

The following defendants were recognized before John Wright and 


- Elijah Foley, two justices of the peace in and for Daviess county on 


the 18th September, 1838, for their appearance at the circuit court of 
said county, next to be holden, then and there to answer to a charge 
of riot, which recognizances were all forfeited at April term, of Da- 
viess circuit court, 1839, to wit: Alanson Riplv, Geo. A. Smith, Moses 
Dailey, Wm. Alridge, Absalom Sentehfield, Amos Tubbs, Perry Dur- 


phey, James Bingham, Joseph W. Younger, Ephraim Owens, John 


Lemmon, James Whittaker and Alanson Brown. 

The following defendants, Herry H. Belt, Henry Johnson, Ali Bag- 
ly, Jas. Wilson, John Wood, and Henry Almstead, were recognized 
by Philip Covington, a Justice of the Peace, within and for Daviess 
county, on the 29th September, 1838, for their appearance at the next 
term of our Daviess Circuit Court, to answer a charge for misdemean- 
ors, which recognizances were all forfeited at the April term, 1839, ot 
our said court. | 

Lyman Wight was recognized by John Wright and Elisha Foley, twe 
Justices of the Peace as aforesaid, on the 18th day of Sept. 1838, for 
his appearance at the next Circuit Court of the county of Daviess, tc 
answer to two several indictments to be preferred to the Grand Jury 
against him, said Wight, who appeared in discharge of said recogni. 
zance, he being in custody of the sheriff, and brought into Court under 
a charge of Treason, as before stated. 

Jos. Smith, jr. and Lyman Wight were recognized, in the county ei 
Daviess on the 7th day of September, 1838, by the Hon. Austin A. 
King, for their appearance at the next succeeding term of Daviess 
Circuit Court, to answer to an indictment to be preferred to the Grand 
Jury against them for a misdemeanor, who both appeared in discharge 
of this recognizance, they being in custody of the sheriff, on a charge 
of Treason as above stated. 

All of the above forfeited recognizance, were prosecuted to final 
judgment at the December, term, 1839, of our said Daviess court, an¢ 
executions issued on the same, and they were returned at April term 
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1840, with neither the defendants, nor any property of theirs found’ in 
Daviess county. 


STATE OF MISSOURI) 
County of Daviess. SS, 


I, Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, within’ and for the 
County and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that all the statements 
made on the foregoing pages are true, and have been carefully collect- 
ed from the records of our said Court. 


poor In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
: hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
L. sf no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, the 
18th day of March, A. D., 1841. 
rw ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


I here append certain testimony, which is on file in this office, taken 
before John Wright, and Elijah Foley, Justices of the peace, setting as 
a Committing Court on the 18th of September, 1838,in Daviéss coun- 
ty, and. said testimony committed to writiag by the late Hon. Th. 
C. Burch, then Circuit Attorney in this Judicial Circuit, which is as fol- 
lows, to wit: 7 

Examination of Alanson Ripley, Georgo A. Smith, Moses Dailey, 
William Alridge, Absalom Sentchfield, Amos Tubbs, Perry Durphey, 
James Bingham, Joseph W. Younger, Ephraim Owens, John Lemmon, 
James Whittaker and Alanson Brown, taken bejore us, John Wright and 
Elijah Foley, two justices of the peace, within and for the county of 
Daviess, in the State of Missouri, on the 18th day of September, 1838, 
upon a charge of having upon the 8th day of August, 1838, at said 
county of Daviess, with others unlawfully assembled, and sutrouuded 
the house of Adam Black, and blocked up the doors of the dwelling 
house of said Black, and threatened the life of said Black, and other 
citizens of said county of Daviess. 

Adam Black, of lawful age, being produced sworn and examined as 
a witness on the part of the State, deposeth and saith: that in the 
morning between nine and ten o’clock, Lyman Wight and some 
of the above named gentlemen and others, amounting to about 17, wel! 
armed, came in about ten steps of his door, and called him to come out 
to the fence. He refused going out, and invited them to get down, 
and come to the house. They refused alighting, saying they had 
not time. J.yman Wight said he had come to see the witness, that he 
had some talk for him; he then went out to him, and he said they had 
come to see the witness, to get him to sign an obligation, binding him, 
said witness, to do them justice as justice of the peace; witness refused 
to do so, and told him that if his oath and the laws of the country did 
not bind him, a written obligation would be nowmore binding, and told 
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him if he or his company had been injured in any way, he, the witness, 
would issue procéss, and bring the offenders to justice. Something 
may have passed between witness and said Wight, before witness 
made the last mentioned remark, but i! any thing was said witness 
does not remember what it was, at present; said Wight replied that 
they had Leen mobbed away from the poll books on Monday before, 
and prevented from using their republican privileges of voting, and 
that his lile tind been threatened, and he did not intend standing it any 
longer, he, intended having satisfaction for the manner in which his 

ople had been treated. Here something passed that is not particu- 
larly recollected by the witness, and said Wight said that William 
Bowman had threatened to cut his throat from ear to ear. The wit- 

ss asked him for his author, and he refused 10 give it, but said it was 
arespectable man. Witness then told him if he was afraid of his life, 
and would make oath of it, he would have Mr. Bowman brought for- 
ward, and dealt with according tolaw. He replied he was alraid of 
no man, and would not make oath that he was afraid of any man; wit- 
ness told him if he would not, he could do nothing for him in that ease. 
At some time in the conversation, when said Wight was complaining 
of the treatment of his people at the election, witness told him that 
his people were the first to raise a deadly weapon, and that he cunsid- 
ered them as much to blame as others. He disputed it and called 
on some of his men that were present and proved the reverse—he 
thinks Hervey Olmstead, and is confident that John L. Butler stated 
that it was not as witness stated. 

Witness then stated that Esquire wate =e and himself had been 
consulted, and had concluded to bring up all the offenders at the. elec- 
tion, and have them tried, but thought it advisable to defer it for a few 
days, until the excitement was allayed. At that time, or about then, 
said Wight replied, that he did not intend to be tried by the civil au- 
thority, he inteaded having satisfaction for the way they had been 
treated by the force of arms—he intended having blood for the blood 
his people had spilled at the election—that he had once tried the civil 
authority in Jackson county, and that they had lost about $100,000, | 
and that he did not intend to try the civil authority any more: that 
Gov. Dunklin had issued his Proclamation very favorably towards 
‘them, but had not complied with it, and he did not intend to try the 
Government any longer: that they were able to defend themselves, and 
intended to have their rights. Before this, witness had told said Wight, 
that the Governor was bound to protect them. Said Wight said he 
could not put confidence in our Governor at this time, and referred to 
him as being at the head of the mob in Jackson county; he. also said 
he would love to have a pull at the Governor, dr disregarded him. 
Witness thinks, the first he took, as the expression of a threat. Some 
time in the conversation, witness asked said Wight why he wanted 
him more than apy one else in the county to siga an obligation? He 
said he intended to go to all the civil and military officers in the county, 
and they all should sign a similar obligation, and that those who did 
not do it should be shot down or cut off. : 
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7 “About this time a writing was drawn from some of their pockets, | 
ghd some of them remarked it-was not worth while. to: be. losing time, 
about it, and handed. it to witness, who'relused. ‘to take it, sayinghe | 


would not sign their obligation, but then-said he would take it and read 


it, if it would be any satisfaetion to them, and took it and went into bt 
the house and handed it to Mr. Ripley, who read it over, and witness 


gaid hé could not sign amy such obligation. Some words then passed, 


not recdilected ot thistime, and they the witness's house, saying | 
they were going to see Captain Bowman, Col. Peniston, and otbeis, and” 


that they should sigh that obligation. When they got on their horses, 
witness said; gentlemen, I don’t-want you to go off and say that! re- 


fused ito you civil process. Cornelius Lott tursied of his horse, 
and one or two of the others saying, * You black gon of a biteh, don’t 


you impeach us with lyimg.” Witness replied he was aot impeaching 


them with lying, but only requestingthem not tolie, He replied, “you 
toby you black son of -a°bitch, shat your head, or I'll cut it off, or. take 
_ your head.” Witness then told them to put off, that he did nat believe 
in being iusultéd in his own house in that manner, and they went off 
muttering something that witness didnot understand. They said the 


cause Of their commg was that they had -heatd that two. or three of 
their men had been: killed at the election, and that they had heard that 


-amobof about.30 men wefe to be at witness’s house that day: 


néss replied to Mr. ‘Wight, that he knew.better, that he was at the elec- 
tion himself Jate- inthe evening after the affray was'over. Witness 
asked him who told him there was to be a mob at his house, and he 


 feplied he did not know, but it was a respectable man. They remain- 


ed absent about half am kour, and returged with about 154 ..men, 
from the best information witness could obtain, and approached | wit- 
ness’s house, and surrounded it,. and blocked -up his doors. A Mr. 
Avard, who came in foremost, asked if witness was at home... Witness 


replied he was. Avard then stepped obliquely to witness, drew a 


| with you 
ness refused to-do it.- He- then said if. witness refused to doit, he 
-. would cut him down, or shoot ‘him down. Witness told him it was 


piece of fee out of his pocket, and said, we have. come to be plain 
the only alternative is for you-to sign this obligation; and wit- 


ah unlawful and unjust request.. He then said, we believe, from: words 


_ that.have dropped from your lips heretofore, that you are.in a mob 


against us. At that time, Mr. Wight or Mr, Avard, or some other one 


asked him, if he -Mr. Smith? He replied that he-did. not, -but 


would like to know the gentlemen, and if he was there He would like to 


wee him. Smith was then introdueed to him. He said to him, Smith, 

that he would like for him-to take. a seat and have a*‘conversation with 

him, he would like to know his object in surrounding his house with an’ 
armed ferce of menin that manner. Smith said they had come merely — 

_-. for the purpose of getting witness to sign an obligation, and a, consid. 

_ erable argument ensued between them about the propriety of witness _ 

7 obligation. Witness told him he could sign no such obliga. 
tion, that it was an un 


j just and unlawful act of theirs to attempt to cen 
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tate of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr, Avard, and.he thinks Ly- 
~ man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said» witness could’ 


Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign obli 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against hensand > 
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pel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 


do as they thought proper, but he would sigu no such obligations 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 


have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. .They. still urged him to sign their obligation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they wereshe lat. 
ter day saints they must be christians, and said their making of him. 
an Unjust request, and that they were not bouad in any mdmner to in- 


terrupt thecitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their. 
names. They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in-: 


strument of his own, and they would then come iato an obligation with 
him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them hé would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of.any satisfac- 


tion\to them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 


the following effeet: 


Adam Black-a justice. of the peace, within and for Daviess county, 


do hereby certify that 1 will support the constitution of + State, and 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that Lam notsattached to 


any mob, and will not attach myself tony sueh people.’’ Some ot. 


the compatiy seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if, it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows:  Thatd will not molest the 

ecple called Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 


| Cit not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 


eared.to be satisfied with it; they then said, Dr. Avard ing: 
Ow we are going down to see the €ol. of your county, Col? Pepis- 


ton Capt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 


and'said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
someé great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,#hey 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 


drmk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ say- 
agemature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 


' Mr. Smith, #f he protected Dr. Avard in his savage dispositjon, or if 


he possessed such a heart? he replied no. When they were at his 
house the second time they repeated that they would go through the 
county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg 
paper,*or that should sign that paper. 


lect seeing me at your house that day, orat any other time? 


Answer. Ido not. | 
uestion, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 


-north’side of the Grand River? 


Answer. | donot. 


a similar 


Questioned by Moses Dailey, ane of the defendants. "Do you recele 
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WAL In testimony whereof, |. have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
| this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. | 
Orrice or Secretary or Stare, 
City of Jefferson, 


_ "Phe examination then adjourned till ten tomoefrow morning, 
The defendants appeared before said Co 


The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 
STATE OF MISSOURI, 
5 I, Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of .the, County afore-. 


.” the testimony, which it purports to be, now on 


jailin 


4, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, 


| 


urt, on the follawi 
morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 


recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination amy 


‘said,do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a trub copy of 
le in my office. 
testimony whereof, I have heretinto'set my 
a hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
<Z.° no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
18th day of D., 1841. 


_ ERT WILSON, Clerk. 
“STATE OF MISSOURI) gy 
Beit remembered, that from the records and papers on file if the 
Caldwell Circui#€ourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 
to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald- — e 


well of: a jaibin Caldwell county,he was semttothe 

county. It further appears, from the recognizance ow file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the * ° %. be! 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit @Ourt, =~ % 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he -failed to 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
wey State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the ~ 
Te . 


hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain trne and correct copi 
‘of the evidence, orders, letters, &c., from the papers filed ia this yr ee 
JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. 
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pel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 


do as they thought proper, but he would sigu no such obligation; 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 
“tute of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks , 


have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. ‘They. still urged him to sign their ebligation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.the lat- 
ter day Sainte they must be christians, and said their making of him 


an Unjust request,and that they were not bound in any mdner to in- 
 terrupt theeitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their 
names. ‘They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 
strument of his own, and they would then come iato an obligation with — 


him sand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them @n obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 


the 


© man Wightyput their hands to their swords, and said, witness could’ 


tion\to them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 


“], Adam Black-a justice.of the peace, within and for Daviess county, : 


. do hereby certify that 1 will support the constitution of this State, amd 
_ of the U. States, and will support no mob, that ham not attached to 


any mob, and will not attach myself to any sueh le.” Some ot. 


the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
_by others, and witness said, if. it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows: ™ Thatd will not molest the 
pecple called Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 
will not molest me.”” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 
eared. to be satisfied with it; they then said, Dr. Avard apeesing: 
‘Now we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col} Pepis- 
- ton atid Oapt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
- -andsaid a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,¢hey 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that obli 


tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against hineeand 


driak his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, #f he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposition, or if 
he-possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were at his 
house the second time they repeated that they would go through the 


county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 


paper,‘or that thev should sign that paper. | 


(Questioned by Moses Dailey, ane of the defendants. “Do you recel~ 


lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? 
Answer. Ido not. 
- Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 
north side of the Grand River? | ' 
Answer. | donot. 
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"Phe examination then adjourned till ten o' 


"morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 
recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination amy 


Vy 


of the evidence, orders, letters, acc., from the papers filed ia this offices . 


. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. | 


STATE OF ss. 
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k ‘tomefrow mornin 
S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the follow 


further. 
The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 


STATE OF MISSOURI, . 
County’ of Daviess. SS. 
_ J, Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of the, County afore-. 
said, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 


testimony whereof, I have heretinto set my 
a Ge hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
~ <L. S. no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
18th day of Marth,As D.,1841. 
ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


“County of aldwell, 


Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file if the 
Caldwell CircuitGourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 
to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald- 
well county—for want of a jail in Caldwell. county, he was semt-to the 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance ow file, . 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the « ~ 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit @Ourt, 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed 16 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
when State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the ~ 


testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
<b. s{ mon this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 
_ Orrice or Secretary or Stare, 
y City of Jefferson, 


* 1, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, dg . . 
hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain true and correct copi 


JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. — 
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* gel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him,. 
do as they thought proper, but he would sign no such obligation; 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 
_ tate of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks Ly- 
*~- man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said, witness could 
~ ‘have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. .They still urged him to sign their ebfigation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they werethe lat- 
ter day saints they must be christians, and said their making of him 
an unjust request,and that they were not bound in any mdmner to in- 
terrupt theeitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their . 
names. They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 
strument of his own, and they would then come into an obligation with — 
him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 
tiomito them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 
“I, Adam Black a justice of the peace, within and for Daviess county, 
do hereby certify that | will support the constitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that Lam not attached to 
any mob, and will not attach myself to.any such people.’’ Some ot . 
the compatiy seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if-it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows: ™ Thatd will not molest the — 
pecple calied Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, “if they 
will not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 
eared. to be satisfied with it; they then said, Dr. Avard speaking: 
ow we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col? Pepis- 
ton aid Capt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and'said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,they 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that obliga- 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against him,and . 
drmk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, #f he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposition, or if 
he possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were athis , 
house ‘the second time they repeated that they would go through the 
county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 
paper,’or that thev should sign that paper. | 
Questioned by Moses Dailey, one of the defendants. “Do yourecel~ 
lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? a 
Answer. Ido not. 
. Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 
north side of the Grand River? | ‘ 
Answer. 1| donot. 
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| ce "Phe examination then adjourned till ten 0’ 
The defendants appeared before said Court, on the follow: 


. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. — 


"were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination any .- 


STATE OF 


STATE OF on 


« 


of the evidence, orders, letters, &c., from the papers filed ia this offices. 
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k tomefrow morning, 


morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 


The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 
_ ], Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of the County afore-. 
‘said, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 


In testimony whereof, I have heretinto'set my 
bit « >. hand, with my private seal affixed, there being : 
<L. no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
| 18th day of Marth,As D.,1841. 
ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


»¥ 


County of Caldwell, 


Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file ih the 
Caldwell Circuit’Gourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 
to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald- 
well county—for want of a jail in Caldwell. county, he was sent-to the 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance ow file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the * © 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit OOurt, ~ 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he -failed to 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
lef oo State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the ~ 

record. 
2D In testimony whereof, |- have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
<b, this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
1841. 
ELLIOTT ROBERTS, Clerk. 


f 


Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 


Orvicr or oF Srare,] 
City of Jefferson, 


» J, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, 4 ‘ 


hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain trne and correct Ww 


JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. — 
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pel him todo 8b; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 
do as they thought proper, but he would sigu no such obligation; 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 


“tute of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks Ly-— 
~ man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said, witness could” 


have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. .They still urged him to sign their ebligation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.the lat- 


ter day gaintethey must be christians, and said their making of shim 


an unjust request,and that they were not bouad in any mdmner to in- 
terrupt thecitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their . 
names. ‘They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 


 strument of his own, and they would then come ingo an obligation with — 


him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them hé would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 
tion\to them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 


the following effect: = 


“], Adam Black a justiceof the peace, within and for Daviess county, 


do hereby certify that | will support the constitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that Lam not attached to 
any mob, and will not attach myself to.any such people.’’ Some ot . 
the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if. it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows: “™ThatJd will not molest the 
pecple called Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 
will not molest me.” He si , and handed it to them and they ap- 
eared to be satisfied with it; they them said, Dr. Avard speening: 
Ow we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col? Pepis- 
ton atid Oapt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and'said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,¢hey 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that obliga- 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against him,and 
drmk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, # he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposition, or if 
he possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were at his . 
house the second time they repeated that they would go through the 
county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 


paper,’or that thev should sign that paper. | 


Questioned by Moses Dailey, one of the defendants. “Do yourecel~ 
lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? 


Answer. Ido not. 
_ Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 


north side of the Grand River? 
Answer. | donot. 
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record. 

> Se oe In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my 

hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 

mee s mo this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 

| Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 
> 

Orvicr or Secretary or State, 


+ "Phe examination then adjourned till ten o'clock tomefrow morning, | 
P. S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the follow: 
"morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 
were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination any 


The writer of this was present during the whole. proceedings. 
STATE OF MISSOURI, 
_ ], Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of the County afore-. 


said,do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 
. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. 
“ rc ‘Ia testimony whereof, I have heretinto set my 
Oe hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
> SL. s no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
18th day of Marth, As’ D., 1841. 
_ ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


STATE OF MISSOURI, gy 
County,of Caldwell, 


Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file in the 
Caldwell CircuitGourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 
to jall, on a charge of treason — the State—committed in Cald- | gia 
well county—for want of a jail in Caldwell county, he was sent-to the 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance ow file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the * 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit Gourt, \ 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed to : 

| appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
left the State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the © 


’ City of Jefferson, 


» 1, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, dg ‘ 
hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain trne and correct copies 
of the evidence, orders, letters, &c., from the papers filed ia this otheas 

JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. 
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162. | 
pel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 


do as they thought proper, but he would sigu no such obligation; 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 


- gute of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks =i 
- man Wightyput their hands to their swords, and said, witness could 


have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. .They still urged him to sign their obligation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.the lat- 
ter day saintethey must be christians, and said their making of him 
an unjust request,and that they were not boond in any mdmner to ia- 


terrupt thecitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their. 


names. ‘They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 


strument of his own, and they would then come iato an obligation with 
him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 


tion\to them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 


the following effeet: 


Adam Black a justice.of the peace, within and for Daviess county, 


do hereby certify that 1 will support the constitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that ham not attached to 


_ amy mob, and will not attach myself to any such people.’’ Some ot 


the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if-it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows:  Thatd will not molest the 
pecple called Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 
will not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 

eared. to be satisfied with it; they then said, Dr. Avard speaking: 
Now we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col} Pepis- 
ton atd Capt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and‘said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,they 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that obl 


tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against henpaed , 


drmk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, # he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposition, or if 
he possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were at his 
house the second time they repeated that they would go through the 


county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 


paper,*or that hev should sign that paper. | 


Questioned by Moses Dailey, ane of the defendants. “Do you recel~ 


lect seeing me at your house that day, orat any other time? 
Answer. Ido not. 


» Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 


north side of the Grand River? 
Answer. | donot. 
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morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 
were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination any , 


, 


"Phe examination then adjourned till ten o' 


.” the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. | 


the evidence, orders, letters, from the papers filed ia this offices 


~ 
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, 
k tomefrow mornin 
P. S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the followi 


further. 
The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 


STATE OF 


County’ of Daviess. SS. 

I, Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of the County afore-. 

said,do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 


~ testimony whereof, I have heretinto'set my 

et * hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 

no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
_ ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


STATE OF 


County of Caldwell, | 
Beit remembered, that from the records and papers on file if the 


Caldwell Circuit’Gourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed Pe 
to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald-: 


well county—for want of’ a jail in Caldwell. county,he was senttothe 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance on file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justige Of. the 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit Court, ie 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed to 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
lef hen State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the © 
re 

ee In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my 


| hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
L. s on this, the 19th day of March, A. bD., 
ELLIOTT ROBERTS, Clerk. hi 
‘ Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 
Orvicr or Secretary or Srare, 
’ City of Jefferson, + 


» J, James + Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, dg ‘ 
hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain true and correct om 


JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. — 
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pel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 


or do as they thought proper, but he would sign no such obligation; 


that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 


tute of arms. At that timée Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks 
- man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said, witness could” 


have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. They still urged him to sign their obligation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.the lat- 
ter day saints they must be christians, and said their making of ‘him 
an unjust request,and that they were not bouad in any mdmner to in- 


terrupt thecitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their . 


names. They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 


strument of his own, and they would then come iato an obligation with | 


him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 


tionto them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 


the following effeet: = = 


“1, Adam Black a justice of the peace, within and for Daviess county, | 


do hereby certify that 1 will support the constitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that ham not attached to 


any mob, and will not attach myself to any sueh le.” Some ot. 


the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if. it would be more satisfactory, he would 


add another sentence to it, as follows: “Thatd will not molest the 


pecple calied Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, “if they 
will not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 
eared to be satisfied with it; they them said, Dr. Avard speaking: 
Ow we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col} Pepis- 
ton atd Capt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,they 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that obliga- 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against him, an 
drimk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, #f he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposition, or if 
he possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were at his 
house the second time they repeated that they would go through the 


county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 


paper,’or that ¢hev should sign that paper. | 


Questioned by Moses Dailey, of the defendants. “Do you 


lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? 


Answer. Ido not. 
Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 


north side of the Grand River? 
Answer. | donot. 
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+ "Phe examination then adjourned till ten o'clock tomefrow mornin 
_--P. S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the following 
- morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a . 
were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination any 


. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. — 


STATE OF gS. 


| Caldwell Circuit’€ourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 


we In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
am, : 184 . 
: Note.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 
Orvice or Secretary or Stare, 
City of Jefferson, 


of the evidence, orders, letters, &cc., from the papers filed ia this offices - 


The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 
STATE OF MISSOURI) 
County of Daviess. SS. 


_ , Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Cireuit Court, of the, County afore-. 
said,do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of 


~~. ‘In testimony whereof, I have heretinto set my 
ty hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
, «Lh. s no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
: 18th day of Marth, As D,, 1841. - 
ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


County of Caldwell, : 
“Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file ih the 


to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald- 
well county—for want of a jailin Caldwell. county, he was sent-to the 

jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance on file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the «© © 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit Court, 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed to 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
left me State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the © 
record. 


* 1, James + Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, dg ‘ 
hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain trne and correct rs 


JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. © 
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| him todo 8b; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him,. 
or do as they thought proper, but he would sigu no such obligation; - 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 


_ “tute of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks 
* man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said, witness could 


~ 


have their swords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. .They still urged him to sign their ebfigation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.he lat- 
ter day saints they must be christians, and said their making of him. 
an unjust request,and that they were not bound in any mdmner to in- 
terrupt thecitizens of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their ‘ 
names. ‘They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 
strument of his own, and they would then come iato an obligation with — 
him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 
tion\to them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 
th@ following effeet: ¥ | 
Adam Black a justice.of the peace, within and for Daviess county, 
do hereby certify that 1 will support the censtitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that Lam not attached to 
any mob, and will not attach myself to any sueh people.” Some ot 
the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if. it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows: ™ Thatd will not molest the 
pecple calied Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 
will not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 
eared to be satisfied with it; they them said, Dr. Avard speaking: 
Ow we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col; Penis- 
ton atd Oapt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and'said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,they 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that obliga- 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against him,ang . 
drimk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of a sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, #f he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposition, or if 
he possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were at his 
house the second time they repeated that they would go through the 
county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 
paper,’or that thev should sign that paper. | 
Questioned by Moses Dailey, ane of the defendants. “Do yourecel~ 
lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? aan 
Answer. Ido not. | 
Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 
north side of the Grand River? ' 
Answer. donot. 
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+ "Phe examination then adjourned till ten 0’ tomefrow morning, 


—~ 


STATE OF MISSOURI, 
County of Daviess. 


STATE OF gS. 


_ P. S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the oe 
- morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 
__-Were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination any 


further. 
The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 


I, Robert Wilson, Clerk o 


‘In testimony whereof, I have heretinto set my 
Rig . hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
o <Z.° s no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
18th day of Marth, As 'D,, 1841..." 
ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 
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County of Caldwell, 


Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file in the. 


Caldwell Circuit‘Gourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 


to jall, on a charge of treason — the State—committed in Cald-: 


well county—for want of a jail in Caldwell county, he was sent-to the 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance ow file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the 


Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit @6urt, 


Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed to 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 


left the State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the ~ 


record. 
gt AR In testimony whereof, |- have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
L, s office, this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
ELLIOTT ROBERTS, Clerk. 


| Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 


» 1, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, do ‘ 


hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain trne and correct cope 


of the evidence, ordera, letters, &c., from the papers filed ia this office? - 


SS. 


the Circuit Court, of the County afore-. 
said,do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 
. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. 


Orrice or Secretary or Stare, 
City of Jefferson, 
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pel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 


or do as they thought proper, but he would sigu no such obligation; 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- — 


“tute of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks . 
~ man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said, witness could’ 


have . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. .They still urged him to sign their ebligation. He still 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.the lat- 
ter day saints they must be christians, and said their making of ‘him 
an unjust request,and that they were not bouad in any manner to in- 
terrupt thecitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their. 
names. ‘They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 
strument of his own, and they would then come into an obligation with — 
him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 
tionito them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 
the following effeet: =» 
“1, Adam Black a justice of the peace, within and for Daviess county; 
do hereby certify that 1 will support the censtitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that Lam not attached to 
any mob, and will-not attach myself to any such people.’’ Some ot . 
the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if-it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows: “ Thatd will not molest the 
pecple called Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 
will not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- — 
eared to be satisfied with it; they them said, Dr. Avard speaking: 
Ow we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col} Pepis- 
ton atid Oapt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and'said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,they 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that oblige- 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against him,and 
drimk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, # he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposiion, or if 
he possessed sucha heart? he replied no.. When they were at his 
house ‘the second time they repeated that they would go through the 
county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar - 
paper,*or that thev should sign that paper. . 
Questioned by Moses Dailey, ane of the defendanis. “Do yourecel~ 
lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? ron 
Answer. Ido not. 
- Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 
north side of the Grand River? : . 
Answer. donot. 
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» © "Phe examination then adjourned till ten o'clock tomefrow morning, 
PP. S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the followi 

’” morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a 
were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination any 


further. 
The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 
County’ of Daviess. SS. oe 
I, Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of the, County sfore-. 


said, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 
. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. — 

~re_—s'[n. testimony whereof, I have heretinto set my 

hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 


no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
| 18th day of Marth, As D,, 1841. 
ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 
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STATE OF MISSOURI, gs 
County. of Caldwell, 
° Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file ih the 
€ Caldwell Circuit’Gourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 
to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald- 
‘well county—for want of a jail in Caldwell. county, he was sentto the 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance on file, 
that he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice of, the 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit @6urt, 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed to 
) appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
left the State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the ~ 
record. 


~~ In testimony whereof, |. have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
| L, s office, this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
" Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 
| Weg  Orvice or Secretary or Stare, 
4 City of Jefferson, 4 


» I, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, dg f 

hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain true and correct yr 

of the evidence, orders, letters, &c., from the papers filed ia this o bs 
JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. 
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pel him todo sb; that he was at their service, they could sacrifice him, 
or do as they thought proper, but he would sign no such obligations 
that they had him surrounded with an armed force, and he was desti- 


“tute of arms. At that time Mr. Smith, Mr. Avard, and he thinks 
- man Wight,put their hands to their swords, and said, witness could ” 


have their ewords. . He replied he had no use for them, that they could 
keep them. They, still urged him to sign their ebligation. He sull 
refused, and called on them as christians, and said if. they were.the lat- 
ter day sainte they must be christians, and said their making of him 
an unjust request,and that they were noj bouad in any mdmner to in- 
terrupt thecitizers of Daviess county, and requested a list of all their . 
names. ‘They then said they were willing for witness to draw an in- 
strument of his own, and they would then come iato an obligation with — 
him,fand witness seeing the situation of his family, told them he would 
give them an obligation uader his hand, if it would be of any satisfac- 
tionto them, and told them he would give them a certificate to about 
the following effect: = 

“], Adam Black a justice. of the peace, within and for Daviess county, 
do hereby certify that 1 will support the censtitution of this State, amd 
of the U. States, and will support no mob, that Lam not attached to 
any mob, and will not attach myself to any such people.’’ Some ot | 
the company seemed to think it was sufficient, but it was objected to 
by others, and witness said, if. it would be more satisfactory, he would 
add another sentence to it, as follows:  Thatd will not molest the 


- peeple calied Mormons, and they will not molest me” or, * if they 


will not molest me.” He signed, and handed it to them and they ap- 
eared. to be satisfied with it; they then said, Dr. Avard speaking: 
Ow we are going down to see the Col. of your county, Col} Pepis- 
ton atid Oapt. Bowman, and will soon settle the business with them, 
and'said a common excuse would not let them off, they must make 
some great acknowledgment for their threats, and if they did not,they 
would take their lives or shoot them down, or could shoot them down. 
Dr. Avard said he could shoot a man who would not sign that oblige- 
tion, or that would oppose him, or be in a mob against him,and . 
drmk his heart’s blood. Witness said to Avard, you must be of @ sav- 
age mature; and he replied he was, that he was an old Virginian, that 
it was his disposition and he could not help it. Witness then asked 
Mr. Smith, # he protected Dr. Avard in his savage disposion, or if 
he possessed such a heart? he replied no.. When they were at his 
house the secod time they repeated that they would go through the 
county, and cempel every officer, civil and military, to sigg a similar 
paper,‘or that thev should sign that paper. . 
Questioned by Moses Dailey, ane of the defendants. “Do yourecel~ 
lect seeing me at your house that day, or at any other time? Pin 
Answer. Ido not. 
. Question, by same. . Do you recollect ever to have seen me on the 
north side of the Grand River? ' 
Answer. 1 donot. 
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"Phe examination then adjourned till ten o'clock tomefrow morning, | < 
P. S. The defendants appeared before said Court, on the follow i 


"morning, and voluntarily proposed to enter into recognizance, a | 
__ were recognized accordingly, without prosecuting the examination amy | 


. the testimony, which it purports to be, now on file in my office. — 


STATE OF gS. 


WFP In testimony whereof, I. have hereunto set my 
7 hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at 
| this, the 19th day of March, A. D., 
ELLIOTT ROBERTS, Clerk. _ 
7 Nore.—No certificate has been received from Ray county. 
> 3 
City of Jefferson, 


* 1, James L. Minor, Secretary of State, of the State of Missouri, dg : 


of the evidence, orders, letters, &c., from the papers filed ia this office? . 


4 


further. 


The writer of this was present during the whole proceedings. 
STATE OF MISSOURI, 
County of Daviess. SS. 
I, Robert Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, of the County afore-. 


said, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a tru’ copy of 


testimony whereof, I have heretinto'set my 
A ie hand, with my private seal affixed, there being 
. <b. s no official seal yet provided, at Gallatin, ‘the 
18th day of Marth, As D., 1841. 
ROBERT WILSON, Clerk. 


County of Caldwell, — 


Be it remembered, that from the records and papers on file ih the 
Caldwell Circuit’€ourt, it appears, that Sidney Rigdon was committed 
to jall, on a charge of treason against the State—committed in Cald- 
‘well county—for want of a jail in Caldwell county, he was semt-to the 
jail in Clay county. It further appears, from the recognizance om file, 
that.he was admitted to bail on habeas corpus, by a Justice Of the «— 
Clay county Court. That afterwards, at the Caldwell Circuit @6urt, =~ 
Mareh term, 1839, said Rigdon was indicted for treason—he failed to 
appear, and his recognizance was forfeited, Said Rigdon, and his bail 
left ~ State, and no othersteps have been taken, as appears from the © 
recor 


hereby certify that the foregoing sheets contain trne and correct i 


JAS. L. MINOR, Secretary of State. 
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